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Prologue

Qinghai is the province with multiple nationalities and religions. For a long period of times, under the leadership of ethnic
and religious policy of the Chinese Communist Party, people of nationalities have maintained the socialist national relationship
of equality, friendship and cooperation and enjoy the rights of freedom of religious belief. Religions have a long root in
Qinghai. Especially, Tibetan Buddhism has a profound influence in people of Tibetan, Mongolia and Tu nationalities and is
prevalent in 97 percent of the entire area of Qinghai Province. Temples of Tibetan Buddhism feature great quantity, long
history and rich culture and enjoy great reputation extensively in Tibetan area and even in entire China.

In order to outline the basic situation of Tibetan Buddhism in Qinghai, editors of Qinghai Tibetan Buddhist Temples, are
not afraid of hard work and have trudged mountains and valleys to collect abundant pictures and literature data and finally
contribute the large-size picture-story book. This picture book going to be published can not only provide readers with vivid
materials to probe into the history and culture of Tibetan Buddhism in Qinghai, but also serve as a tour-guide for Tibetan
Buddhism in Qinghai. We believe that the publication will exert its positive influence on the economic and social development
of Qinghai and its opening-up and reform.

It is hoped that there will be more publications on Qinghai and more home and overseas readers could have a better
understanding of Qinghai from the picture book. It is also expected that more people will take part in the great cause of
building a well-off society in an all-round way in Qinghai.

November. 2005
Zhao Yongzhong
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Preface

Qinghai Province is located in northwest China and the riverhead of Yangtse River and Yellow River. Covering 720,022 square meters it accounts for one third of Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau. The province gains the name for in the border there is the Qinghai Lake, which is the largest inland saltwater lake in China. It adjoins to Loess Plateau in the east
and is surrounded with Qilian Mountain and Arjin Mountain in the north and west. In the south are the famous Himalayas Range and Hunkun Range. It borders on Gansu,
Sichuan, Xinjiang and Tibet around, boasting a special location geographically. In the history, it was ever the south line of Silk Road and the main battlefield of Tang Dynasty
against Tu Bo as well as the temporary stage of a race authority of Tu Bo. Besides the provincial capital Xining, there is Haidong Administrative Office and five Tibetan automatic
regions of Huangnan, Hainan, Haibei, Guoluo and Yushu and Haixi Mongolian and Tibetan Automatic Region under its jurisdiction. The province holds total population of 533
thousands including 242.9 thousands of minority population. Among them, there are 146.5 of population of Tibetan, Tu and Mongolian Nationalities believing in Tibetan
Buddhism, covering 28% percent of the total population of the province. Part of Han people also hold the belief in Tibetan Buddhism.

Tibetan Buddhism has a long history in Qinghai. As early as the last stage of Eastern Han Dynasty, there were monks advocating Buddhism and building stupa around
the river valley area of Huangshui River in the east of Qinghai. In Tang Dynasty, with Princesses Wencheng and Jincheng’s marriage into Tibet and eastern enlargement of
Tu Bo, Buddhism was ceaselessly introduced to Qinghai from the hinterland and Tu Bo. Up to 11 century, Buddhism had been carried forward in the entire Tibetan area.
With the integration with Tibetan culture, Tibetan Buddhism gradually came into shape. Historically, Temples and great Buddhists in Qinghai exerted important influence
on the development of Tibetan Buddhism. During the period of the prohibition against Buddhism by Tu Bo’s btsan-po Glang-dar-ma, Tibetan Buddhists gTsang-rab-gsal,
g.Yo-dge-’byung, and dMa-sa-skya-mu-ni (called as the Three Saints in history) found refuge in Qinghai and attracted followers for advocating the doctrine in Dandou
Temple of Hualong County and Baima Temple of Huzhu County. Therefore, Tibetan Buddhism enjoyed another revival, which is called the Later Prosperity of Buddhism.
The above temples have been regarded as the birthplace of Tibetan Buddhism in the Later Prosperity of Buddhism.

In 15" century, Master Tsong-kha-pa founded Gelug School and later Tar’er Temple of Huangzhong, which is the temple of Gelug School noted at home and abroad, was
built in his birthplace. Xiagiong Temple of Hualong County was the place where Master Tsong-kha-pa entered into religion and learned sutra earliest. Thus, the temple has been
regard as the origin of Gelun School and become famous in Tibetan area. Since Ming and Qing Dynasties, many great Buddhists were conferred as Grand State Tutor or Hutuktu
stationed in the capital. Due to the emphasis and support of Ming and Qing Dynasties and local authorities, the pattern with the head of Gelug School and coexistence of schools
like Nyingma, Kagyu, Sakya and Jonang has been come in shape. From the viewpoint of quantity of temples, monks and believers and their influence in Tibetan area, Gelug School
heads the first and mainly prevalent in the north of Qinghai, like Haidong, Huangnan, Hainan, Haibei and Haixi. Temples of Nyingma School are dominant in the south areas like
Guoluo, Yushu as well as in Huangnan, Haidong, Haibei and Hainan. Temples of Kagyu and Sakya are predominant in Yushu and those of Jonang, which are less in quantity, are
mainly distributed in Gande, Banma and Jiuzhi counties of Guoluo.

Temples of Tibetan Buddhism enjoy different styles according to different schools. Quite a few are grand and beautiful and boast the architecture complex gathering treasure and
wisdom. They are not only the place for study, cultivation, expounding sutra and various religious activities for schools, but also are the center for multiple fields of knowledge of
Buddhist dogmatics, Tibetan language, astronomic calendar calculation, medicine, architecture, painting and sculpture and religious dance. Culturally, a large-size temple is actually
a mine of culture and arts, where has various vivid Buddha images, grand halls, kinds of exquisite sutra plates and well-arranged and fine colored drawing and portraits , mural paintings
and barbola, clay sculptures in different styles.

With the development of Tibetan Buddhism, numbers of temples with great quantities of Buddhists are prevalent in the entire Qinghai Province, especially in areas where
gather Tibetan Buddhism believers of Tibetan, Tu and Mongolian nationalities. After the Third Plenary Session of the 11" Central Committee of the CPC, most temples have
come back to open in succession. In the meantime, new temples with larger size have been built, while some small temples have disappeared due to moving, combination and lack
of pilgrims. At present, there are 756 Tibetan Buddhism monasteries in the province (Including temple, Mani khang, sutra hall, and the place of religous activity), including
temples 410 of Dgelugs, 188 of Nyingma, 107 of Kagyu, 31of Sa Skya, 9 of Jonang and 11 of Bon Religion.

Tibetan Buddhism is extensive and profound and has exerted its influence on the world. More and more people all over the world have begun to know and make research on
Tibetan Buddhism. In order to develop Tibetan culture, better publicize Qinghai, promote the prosperity of Qinghai and enable more people to know Tibetan Buddhism in
Qinghai, we specially compile the Picture Book of Tibetan Buddhism Monastery in Qinghai to satisfy the demands of extensive readers. We are appreciating leaders, experts and
friends in religious circle, who have paid great support and help during the compiling. In addition, due to limit of time and lack of experience, if there is any omission or error, please

inform us for improvement.
Editing Committee of the Picture Book of Tibetan Buddhism
Monastery in Qinghai.
November 19, 2005
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Xining City

Xining, the capital of Qinghai Province, is located at the river valley of the
middle reaches of Huangshui River. It adjoins to Huzhu, Ping an, Hualong of
Haidong Prefecture in the east, to Gonghe and Guide County of Tibetan Autono-
mous Prefecture of Hainan, Haiyan County and Menyuan County of Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture of Haibei in the other three directions, covering an area
of 7472 square kilometers. Now there are three counties of Huangzhong,
Huangyuan, Datong (an autonomous county among them) and five county-level
prefectures, namely, Chengzhong, Chengdong, Chengxi , Chengbei and Cheng
nan with a population of 1,809,417 including 92,651 Tibetans, 50,247 Tu and
9,675 of Mongols which together account for 8.3% of the total population. The
Buddhist history in Xining is quite long. According to historical records, as early
as the 1% year of Yankang of Eastern Han Dynasty, there had been monks and
monasteries in Huangyuan region. In the history, “monasteries were established
and many monks lived” around Xining region; there were also several monaster-
ies in Xining region prevailing for a time. There are 29 Tibetan Buddhist monaster-
ies with 761 monks and 18 Living Buddhas. Among the Tibetan Buddhist monas-
teries in Xining region, Gelug took the majority in the history. There are some
famous monasteries in the region such as Ta'r Monastery in Huangzhong County,
Guanghui Monastery in Datong, Dongke Monastery in Huangyuan. Among them,
Ta’r Monastery, the biggest and the most influential one in our province, is the
birthplace of the great master Tsong-kha-ha, the creator of Gelug School, and
one of the greatest six Gelug monasteries of Tibetan Buddhism. Guanghui Mon-
astery in Datong is one of the four greatest famous Gelug monasteries in Anduo
and Huangbei; its creator is Smin-grol hutuktu who is quite influential in Tibetan
Buddhism in Qinghai Province.
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