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i chinese Culture
Part] Listening Activities

Listening 1
Words and Proper Names

civilization/ s1vilar'ze1fan/ n. 3CH] Great Wall 3%

relic/'relik/ n. &5, KB Grand Canal Kiz{] . ‘
compass/'kampos/ n. B#, HERIEr Dujiangyan Irrigation Project ARYTHE/KF| T #2
heritage/ " heritidz/ n. i#r=; 4k &AL Terra-cotta Warriors and Horses 1= Zh{f
Taoism/'tavizom/ n. IE#; IEHKH2EVBE Longmen Grottos &[]/
Buddhism/"budizem/ #2{ Leshan Giant Buddha 4 L1 K A%
Confucianism/kon'fju:fonizm/ n. FLF2%, %  Jiuzhaigou Valley JLIE
calligraphy/ka ' ligrof t/ n. F5¥% Mt. Lushan J511]

revere/r1'vio/ v. MR, 224
pagoda/pa’gauda/ n. T
antiquity/zen"tikwity/ n. HCHEY)
fascinating/'faesinerttn/ adj. 2 A K], BEA K

Listen to the passage twice and fill in the words or phrases you have
heard from the tape.

An Old Civilization

China, one of the four oldest civilizations in the world, has a (1) history
of 5,000 years, and boasts rich cultural relics and historical sites. It is the inventor of
compass, paper, gunpowder and (2) . The Great Wall, the Grand Canal and
the Dujiangyan Irrigation Project are the three great ancient projects built (3)
years ago. Now they are the (4) of the rich culture heritage of the Chinese
nation. Traditional religions are Taoism and Buddhism. (5) is much respected
in China. Art, like religion, has developed over a period of more than 2,000 years.
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Calligraphy and painting are two of the most revered (6) . Ancient buildings
like temples, pagodas, palaces, long walls,' corridors and wealth of antiquities and cultural
@) are world-known. The Great Wall, the Terra-cotta Warriors and Horses in
Xi’an, the Longmen Grottos in Henan, and the super Buddhist (8) of Leshan
Giant Buddha in Sichuan are some of the most attractive cultural sites for foreign
tourists. China, with its (9) scenes of natural beauty such as Guilin and
Jiuzhaigou Valley, Up and Down of the Yangtze River, Mt. Lushan and many others
have a lot to offer to (10) visitors.

Listening 2
Words and Proper Names
diversity/dar’vasity/ n. 2 544 Mongol %A
philosophy/fr'losof / n. ¥ %:; TEAKR Manchu A
Christian/'kristjon/ adj. 28 # K
sericulture/"ser1, kaltfa(r)/ n. &
pluralism/’pluaralizeny n. ZHEtE
-dominant/’dominont/ adj. (GEEH, X ECH
worship/ w3z f1p/ v. 22FF, B4
division/d1'vizen/ n. 437, 433
transient/'traenziont/ adj. 5514, BEATHY
unification/ ju:nifi'keifan/ n. H&—; —3
outlive/,aut 'ltv/ v. th--- 4, - THA
legacy/'legasV/ n. B>
tremendous/tr1'mendas/ adj. # K, B K
asset/'®set/ n. 7=, A MK T
keenly/'ki:nly/ adv. 8§83

Listen to the tape twice. Identify and correct the mistakes in the passage.

Cultural Diversity

1. Chinese culture is a complete system, including its own philosophy, literature and
paintings , medicine, technology and science as well as language and
festivals.

2. All of these are quite different from other civilizations, especially from the Christian
culture. Chinese culture is originated from its sericulture ,and as a
result of its developed agriculture and imperial system, which lasted about 5,500

years, scholars, as a new class, was born. They had contributed a lot



to what Chinese culture is.

3. The richness of Chinese culture also finds expression in its diversity and abundance
. China has always been a country of many ethnic groups.

4. No matter which ethnic group was dominant, be it Hans, Mongols, or Manchus, her

various peoples always could live under the same house , worshipped
the same emperor. It is true that there were times of division, but division was
transient and unity has outlived division.

5. All these peoples have their own traditions , but they share the same

legacy as well. The diversity and pluralism of Chinese culture is a tremendous wealth
. This is very keenly felt now. Increasing value is attached to this

national treasure.

Dialogues

Words and Proper Names

feudal/'fjurdV adj. BHEEHIEE K Confucius Temple fLJ&
acclaim/a'klerm/ v. YW, FRHE Qufu i &
regardless/r1’ga:dlis/ adj. A&, R Kong Qiu fL fr.
archery/'astfort/ n. HiA Saint Kong fLEA
benevolent/br nevalont/ adj. 2535 H) Most Holy and Foremost Perfect Teacher “HAR
humanitarian/hju(:)‘maem'tssrlan/. n. NiEEX XS
EH AXENLE The Analects of Confucius GEiEY
orthodox/'2:0adoks/ adj. TEGEHY, E4EH) Bible (%)

Chinese Confucianism

Dialogue 1

(A=Miss Wang Jing, a guide; B=John)

Miss Wang Jing and John are traveling to the Confucius Temple by coach. They are

talking about the life story of Confucius, especially about his career as a teacher.

A: Now, we are on the way to the Confucius Temple in Qufu. We’ll arrive there 20
minutes later. It is a fascinating cultural tour to Confucius’s hometown. I believe
you’ll certainly learn a lot about the Chinese culture.

B: Well, can you tell me something about Confucius’s life story? I really know little
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about him.

A: OK. Confucius was born in
551BC in the State of Lu,
today’s Qufu in Shandong
Province. He died of illness at
the age of 73. His name was
Kong Qiu. Kong was the family
name while Qiu was his given
name. After he died, his idea
was highly respected by the
emperors of Chinese feudal

society. He was acclaimed as
Saint Kong, or the Most Holy and Foremost Perfect Teacher.

B: Do you mean he was a teacher?

A: Yes, he was both the philosopher and the teacher. As the matter of fact, he was the
father of a private schooling in China who accepted students regardless of their
wealth. It is said that he had 3,000 students, among whom 72 were very outstanding.

B: What subjects did he teach at the school?

A: Quite a lot, such as politics, music, archery, calligraphy and mathematics to promote
all-round development of his students.

B: Since he was such a well-known teacher and had so many excellent students, he must
teach students in a special way. How did he teach his students? '

A: Confucius proposed a complete set of principles concerning study. He said,
“Studying without thinking leads to confusion; thinking without studying leads to
laziness.” Today’s quality-education was nothing new to Confucius. The Analects
of Confucius provides a vivid record of his teachings.

(to be continued)

Listen to Dialogue 1 and decide whether the statements are true or false.

1. The Confucius Temple is located in Qufu, Shanxi Province.

2 Kong Qiu was acclaimed as Saint Kong and highly respected by the
emperors in feudal society.

3: Confucius was a teacher, but he only accepted the wealthy students.

4. Confucius was also a philosopher, and he mainly taught politics and

philosophy.
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Today’s quality-education is based on the concept of all-round
development education advocated by Confucius.

Dialogue 2
Miss Wang Jing continues to discuss Confucianism with John on the way. They focus
on the core of his philosophy and its influence on the Chinese society.

B:

A:
~others with tolerance and honesty. To him, a benevolent person is one who loves

Well, I was once told that Confucius had exerted a great influence on the Chinese
society. What are these influences?
Confucius stuck to righteousness. He was always ready to help others and treated

others. He said, “Do not give others what you do not want yourself ”, similar to the
Bible teaching of “All those things which you would have men do to you, even so
do you to them: because this is the law and the prophets.” '

: He is really a saint. Does he have any other ideas?
: Yes, he thought people were born with only a little difference, but the environment

and education of one’s growth created people’s personality and behavior. So it’s
waste of time to debate whether human is born evil or divine. He thought that one
should love one’s parents, respect elders, be kind to brothers, and generous and
understanding to others. ‘

: So I believe he is a humanitarian. _
: Yes, I think so. The Confucianism was regarded as the orthodox ideas during the

long periods of feudalism in China. His thought had the most enduring and profound
effect over Chinese culture. When you visit the Confucius Temple you will know
more about Confucianism.

: I’ve leamt a lot about Confucianism. I hope to learn more when you make the

introduction at the site.

: I’m ready to serve you. Look ahead! The Confucius Temple is around the corner. It

is a magnificent temple, isn’t it? Together with the Summer Palace in Beijing and
the Mountain Resort of Chengde, the temple is one of the three largest ancient
architectural complexes in China. Now, here we are. Please take your valuables and
just leave your luggage with our driver. Let’s go! :

(the end)

Listen to Dialogue 2 and answer the following questions.
1. How do you understand the saying “Do not give others what you do not want yourself ?




