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When 1 opened my e-mail the other

day, a pretty woman named Rachel
appeared on my computer screen, She
grected me by name and started talking
with great enthusiasm (#4%). Every now and then she
stopped to smile at me or blow a kiss. She was reading to
me an e-mail from my brother, and a lot of it was about his
getting the phone company to give him a high speed
Internet connection. It was pretty cool.

Rachel was there thanks to a new technology called
Facemail. Facemail lets you send e-mail that gets read to
the receiver by an attractive male or female from or by a
clown (/7). The software, which is free, can be downloaded
at www, Facemail. com.

Pride will have a fall. #F 4 % %,
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Facemail faces are lifelike, and they simulate (##)
emotions based on emotions that you put in your text. For
example, type in X, and Rachel blows a kiss.

LifeFX, the company that developed the Facemail, is
sure there are broad business uses. The reason e-business
is not popular, the company says, is that buying over the
Internet lacks the human touch. But what if you went to
the Nike website and Michael Jordan greeted you by name,
waited on you and personally closed the sale? And it is
talking with Whirlpool (2 i # 4 7 ) about using the
technology in a computer screen on a fridge. Then if Mom
can't be home when the kids get back from school, she can
4 leave a note with a voice and image telling them what there

1s to eat,

Facemail could get hot fast. Personally, I'm a fan. But

Facemail should be used with care, The clown looks lively

and funny at first. But if you select the clown, put a few

rude words in an e-mail and add some angry emotions,
you've got a Psycho mail (${AR TR,

1. The pretty woman that appears on the writer’'s computer screen

Was

A. a woman working on the Internet
B. his brother’s girlfriend

C. not a real person

D. the picture of his pen-friend

2. The main advantage of Facemail is that

; Promise little but do much. ¥ # &, $ 4%, )




A. you can hire a beautiful woman to read the e-mail to you

B. vou can see the representation of the person who sends you
the e-mail

C. you can send an e-mail free of charge
D. e-mail can be attractive in a more lovely way

3. The writer mentioned the Nike website and Michael Jordan to
show that :
A. famous people like Michael Jordan also like to use Facemail ‘
B. Facemail can make shopping on the Internet more interesting '
C. Nike website will increase its sales by Jordan
D. Michael Jordan will serve you himself on Nike website

4. What is the writer's attitude towards Facemail?
A, He thinks it needs further improvement, i
B. He thinks it cool and funny. 5
C. He thinks it a danger to the Internet,
D. He thinks people should be careful with Facemail.
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What Coming Home Really Means

For more than six million American children, coming

home after school means coming home to

an empty house. Some deal with the fig
situation by watching TV. Some may ke
hide. But all of them have something in
common. They spend part of each day
alone. They are called latchkey children. They're children
who look after themselves while their parents work. And
their bad condition has become a subject of concern C¥eik).

Lynette Long was once the headmaster of an elementary

"Q ------------ Quietness is bést. ki 2 1 .. _)
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school. She said, “We had a school rule against wearing |
jewelry. A lot of kids had chains around their necks with
keys attached. 1 was constantly telling them to put them
inside shirts. There were so many keys, it never came to
my mind what they meant. ” Slowly, she learned they were
house keys.

She and her husband began talking to the children who
had them, They learned of the impact
(# m) working couples and single ¢
parents were having on their children,
Fear is the biggest problem faced by &
children at home alone. One in each
three latchkey children the Longs talked 7

to reported being scared. Many had .
nightmares and were worried about their own safety.

The most common way latchkey children deal with
their fears is by hiding. It might be in a shower stall, under
a bed in a closet. The second is TV, They’'ll often play it at
high volume. It's hard to get statistics (fif &: #f ¥ ) on
latchkey children. the Longs learned. Most parents are
slow to admit they leave their children alone.

5. The main idea about “latchkey” children is that they
A. are growing in numbers
B. are also found in middle-class neighborhoods
(. watch too much television during the day

D. suffer problems from being left alone

(. S Readiness is ail.m;ﬁ‘-ﬁ-;t. & § o k




. Which sentence in the second paragraph is the topic sentence?

A. We had a school rule against wearing jewelry.
B. A lot of kids had chains around their necks.
C. 1 was constantly telling them to put inside their shirts.

D. They were house keys.

. The main feeling these children have when they are at home by

themselves is
A. tiredness B. freedom

C. loneliness D. fear

. We may draw a conclusion that

A. latchkey children enjoy having such a large amount of time

alone

=

latchkey children try to hide their feeling
latchkey children often watch TV with their parents

ga

it's difficult to find out how many latchkey children there

are
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Education. More than Tests

Chinese are very generous ({4 9) when it come to

o

educating their children. Not caring about 77 o

s

the money, parents often send their

children to the best schools or ever abroad
to England. the United States or Australia,
They also want their children to take
extra course activities where they will
either learn a musical instrument or
ballet, or other classes which will give them a head start in
life. The Chinese believe that the more expensive an
education is, the better it is. So parents will spend an
unreasonable amount of money on education. Even poor
couples will buy a computer for their son or daughter.
However. what most parents fail to see is that the best
early education they can give their children is usually very
cheap.

Parents can see that their children’s skills vary, skilled
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in some areas while poor in others., What most parents {ail

to realize though, is that today’s children lack self-respect
and self-confidence ({{Z).

The problem is that parents are only educating their
children on how to take multiple-choice tests and how to
study well, but parents are not teaching them the most
important skills they need to be confident, happy and
clever.

Parents can achieve this by teaching practical skills like

. cooking, sewing and doing other housework.
: Teaching a child to cook will improve many of the
10- skills that he will need later in life, Cooking demands
patience and time. It is an enjoyable but difficult
experience. A good cook always tries to improve his
cooking, so he will learn to work hard and gradually finish
his job successfully. His result, a well-cooked dinner, will
give him much satisfaction and a lot of self-confidence,

Some old machines, such as a broken radio or TV set
that you give your child to play with will make him curious
and arcuse his interest. He will spend hours lecoking at
them, trying to fix them; your child might become an
engineer when he grows up. These activities are not merely
teaching a child to read a book, but rather to think, to use

his mind. And that is more important,

J o Sccon:thun;i.-nts are best, Z®m iy, HRELT, )
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11.

12.

13.

. Parents in China, according to this passage,

A. are too striet with their children
B. are too rich to educate their children
C. have some problems in educating their children correctly
ID. are too poor to educate their children
Generally speaking, children’s skills _ . I
A. come from their parents
B. have nothing to do with their education
C. may be different
D). have something to do with their marks in the exams
The writer of this passage does not seem to be satisfied with
A, the parents’ ideas of educating their children _
B. the education system 11
C. children's skills
D. children's hobbies
Doing some cocking at home helps children ______
A. learn how to serve their parents
B. learn how to become strong and fat
C. benefit from it and prepare themselves for the future
D. make their parents believe that they are clever
According to the last paragraph we can conclude that
A. broken radios and television sets are useful
B. one's curiosity may be useful for his later life
C. an engineer must fix many broken radios

D. a good student should spend much time repairing radios

Seeing is believing. 2% %, k
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their children on how to take multiple-choice tests and :

how to study well,” 4 11", .. not teaching them the most :
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improve many of the skills that he will need later in life. ”
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might become an engineer when he grows up. These

activities are not merely teaching a child to read a book,
but rather to think, to use his mind. And that is more
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Dear Subscriber (iT /),

Wow! Get $ 20,00 in FREE educational gifts from
BRIGHTER VISION Learning Adventures, a leading
provider of children's educational materials, No OBLIGATION
(&%) TOBUY! Try this introductory ( Af1#9) learning kit
(K at no cost! You'll discover how perfect it is for your
child, and you’ll be impressed with the way it encourages
fun and early skills development. If you're not 100%
satisfied, there is no obligation to continue with the
program.

Order Now! You'll get all this FREE.

« Activity book with lots of fun educational activities

* Hardcover storybook

» Hands-on project

* Parent’'s newsletter

* Fun stickers (#8550

Each monthly learning kit contains all of the above
materials, .. and more!

Put your child on the road to school readiness with this

( Score twice before you cut once. = &M iT, k
~
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