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L géacﬁw Yans
| UNIT 1
Text 4 Whs %o Great?

Tips for the Teacher

Words that have similar meanings differ in many ways, and one difference is in extension, or range of
meaning. Take the word carve (para.2) for example. It is close in meaning to cut, but cut is by far the more
extensive term. Cut is used on many occasions in which carve would be inadmissible, for the latter is
restricted to two types of cutting: the first requires the use of special tools (as chisels) and has for its end the
artistic shaping or fashioning of a material (as stone); the second requires a sharp knife and has for its end the
cutting up and esp. slicing of meat at table in pieces suitable for serving.

Examples:
cut down a tree
cut off dead branches
How many slices of bread shall I cut?
The sculptor carved a statue out of marble.
The head of the family carves the turkey.

Similar cases are found with other words elsewhere in the text:

Specific General
artillery (para.1) gun
compose (para.5) write
endow (para.6) provide
cite (para.7) mention
thrust (para.7) push
evacuation (para.7) leaving
chat (para.9) talk
submit (para.20) give
Text-related Information

1. Michael Ryan
Michael Ryan is a professor of English, creative writing and literature at University of California, Irvine
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since 1990. He taught previously at the University of lowa, Princeton University, the University of Virginia,
and the MFA Program for Writers at Warren Wilson College. He has written four books of poems, an
autobiography, a memoir, and a collection of essays about poetry and writing. He is also the author of A
Difficult Grace, a collection of essays, and a memoir, Secret Life. His New and Selected Poems was published
by Houghton Mifflin and won the 2005 Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award. His poems and essays have appeared
regularly in The American Poetry Review, The Threepenny Review, The New Yorker, and many other magazines
and anthologies over the last thirty-five years. His research interests include American Literature, Creative
Writing, Poetry, Poetics,and Autobiography.
2. Napoleon Bonaparte (1769—1821)

Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of the French from 1804 to 1814, is known in history as Napoleon 1.
He was educated in military schools in France and served in the French Revolutionary army. By the age of
26 he was a general, and placed in supreme command of the campaign against Sardinia and Austria in Italy
(1796—1797). In 1799 he joined a conspiracy, which overthrew the First Republic of France. In 1803
Napoleon crowned himself Emperor of the French. In 1804—1805, a European coalition was formed
against Napoleon. His pdwer declined after the setbacks of several wars and he abdicated the throne in
1814. The defeat at the battle of Waterloo in 1815 ended his rule. He spent the rest of ‘his life in exile on St.
Helena.

3. George Washington (1732—1799) _

As first president of the US, George Washington stands, along with Abraham Lincoln, above all others
and is beloved as the “father” of his country. He was commander in chief of the American forces in the
American Revolution and chairman of the convention that wrote the United States Constitution. He led the
people who turned America from an English colony into a self-governing nation. His ideals of liberty and
democracy set a standard for future presidents and for the whole country.

4. Keith Simonton

Dr. Keith Simonton is professor of psychology at the University of California at Davis. He does research
on a diversity of topics having to do with genius, creativity, leadership, and esthetics. Using a variety of
methods, including mathematical models, computer simulation, and laboratory experiments, he has examined
the relation between age and achievement, the personality traits and societal context behind presidential
greatness, the developmental and career factors underlying scientific creativity, and the determinants of
military genius, among many other topics. He is on the editorial board of the Creativity Research Journal,
Leadership Quarterly, Review of General Psychology, Journal of Creative Behavior, etc.

5. The Allied evacuation at Dunkirk _

Dunkirk is an important commercial seaport, which lies in the extreme north of France on the Strait of
Dover. In the evacuation of Dunkirk, which was one of the great actions of World War II, the town was
demolished, but much of it was rebuilt by 1953.

With the German breakthrough in 1940, Britain’s only army was caught between the sea and the thrust
of Hitler’s tank units. On the Dunkirk beaches the British, with some French and Dutch units, stood almost
helpless. The small Royal Air Force held off the German planes. From May 29 to June 4, small volunteer craft
crossed the channel and evacuated 360,000, or three quarters, of the Allied forces in the face of a terrible
artillery bombardment.
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6. Franklin Roosevelt (1882—1945) .

Everyone had strong feelings about Franklin D. Roosevelt during his 12 years as president. Many people
hated him. They thought he was destroying the country and the American way of life. Most people loved him.
They believed he was a great president, truly interested in people.

Roosevelt became president in 1933. The United States was then in the grip of a world-wide business
depression. Millions of people had no work and no money. Roosevelt used his powers to create jobs and to
help those who needed support. To do this he had to change the government’s role in national life. For good
or ill, many of Roosevelt’s ideas of government are still part of the law of the land. _

Roosevelt was a great leader. During World War II he was the real commander in chief of the American
armed forces. He took charge of the industrial strength of the country. He played a major part in setting up
the United Nations. In peace and in war he always had the people behind him. Some of his methods may be
questioned, but his aims were good.

7. The Fireside Chats

The Fireside Chats were a series of 30 evening radio talks given by United States President Franklin D.
Roosevelt during his administration, between 1933 and 1944.

In an attempt to give Americans a feeling of more pride and hope in their country during the Great
Depression, Franklin Roosevelt gave evening radio talks to the American public. These chats explained New
Deal programs and gave people a sense of hope and security during difficult times. Roosevelt needed the
American people to understand why he was doing the things he was doing and how his policies and government
programs would eventually help the American economy and lift the shadow of the Depression.

During World War II, the Great Depression wound down but Roosevelt continued giving Fireside Chats,
explaining major wartime policies to the American people.

8. Thomas Jefferson (1743—1826)

Thomas Jefferson was the third President of the USA (1801—1809). He drafted the Declaration of
Independence, was active in Virginia during the War of Independence, and was governor of the state (1779—
1781). He later became leader of the Democratic-Republican Party and was Vice-President under John
Adams before becoming President in 1801. Jefferson, who believed in the virtues of an agrarian republic and
a weak central government, has been a uniquely influential figure in the evolution of the American political
tradition.

In the Declaration of Independence Jefferson writes: “We hold these truths to be self-evident that all
men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. ”

9. Woodrow Wilson (1856—1924)

Woodrow Wilson was the twenty-eighth President of the USA (1913—1921). He entered an academic
career in 1883 and was appointed president of Princeton University in 1902. He was responsible for major
changes in the educational and social organization of Princeton. In 1910 he resigned to run as governor of
New Jersey, and was elected. Wilson became a successful reform governor and earned a reputation that
helped give him the Democratic nomination for the Presidency in 1912.

10. John F. Kennedy (1917—1963)
John F. Kennedy was the thirty-fifth President of the USA (1961—1963). After service in the US Navy
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in World War II, he became a Democratic member of the House of Representatives and subsequently a
senator. In 1960 he won the Democratic nomination and defeated Vice-President Nixon in the closest presidential
election since 1884. Soon after his inaugural address (“Ask not what your country can do for you — ask
what you can do for your country”), Kennedy brought a new spirit of hope and enthusiasm to the office. In
foreign affairs he helped secure a Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty in 1963. He became increasingly involved in
Vietnam, by dispatching more and more “military advisers” there and then US combat-ready troops. In
November 1963 he was assassinated while visiting Dallas, Texas.

11. Warren G. Harding (1865—1923)

Warren G. Harding was the twenty-ninth President of the USA (1921—1923). He was the tool of the
ambitious lawyer Harry Daugherty, who helped him win the office of lieutenant-governor of Ohio (1904—
1905) and senator (1915—1921), eventually promoting him as the successful compromise Republican candidate
for President in 1920. His fondness for his self-seeking friends, the “Ohio Gang,” whom he took into office,
resulted in the worst political scandals since the 1870s. Harding died suddenly before the worst revelations of
his administration’s incompetence and corruption.

12. Johannes Kepler (1571—1630)

The Renaissance astronomer and astrologer Johannes Kepler is best known for his discovery that the
orbits in which the Earth and the other planets of the solar system travel around the sun are oval in shape. He
was also the first to explain correctly how human beings see and to demonstrate what happens to light when
it enters a telescope. In addition, he designed an instrument that serves as the basis of the modern refractive
telescope. |
13. Emily Dickinson (1830—1886) .

Emily Dickinson, a New England spinster whose work was unknown in her lifetime, was one of America’s
finest poets. Emily’s life was uneventful, but she enjoyed a full and exciting existence in her imagination.
After Emily Dickinson died on May 15, 1886, Lavinia found her poems. They were published in various
collections from 1890 to 1925. Not until 1955, however, were all her poems actually published. They appeared
in a three-volume Poems of Emily Dickinson. The poems are brief and condensed, characterized by unusual
rhyming and swift flashes of insight. The collection Letters of Emily Dickinson was published in 1958.

14. James Joyce (1882—1941)

James Joyce, an Irish novelist and poet, was educated at a Jesuit boarding school and University College,
Dublin. He soon became dissatisfied and left Ireland in 1904. Thereafter he lived mainly in Trieste, Zurich,
.and Paris, France. His masterpiece, Ulysses (1922), employs a variety of techniques, and ranges from extreme
realism to fantasy. Together with Finnegans Wake (1939), it revolutionized the form and structure of the
novel, decisively influenced the development of the stream of consciousness, and pushed language and
linguistic experiment to the limits of communication. Both works have produced a mass of critical commentary.
His important works also include Dubliners (1914) (collection of short stories) and A Portrait of the Artist as
a Young Man (1914—1915) (autobiographical novel).

15. Brandeis University

Brandeis University, a private institution covering 250 acres (100 hectares) in Waltham, Mass., 10 miles
(16 kilometers) west of Boston, was founded in 1948 as the first Jewish-sponsored University in the United
States and continues to welcome students of all faiths. Its name honors Supreme Court Associate Justice
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Louis D. Brandeis. The campus features modern brick and cement buildings.

The university grants degrees at the bachelor’s through doctoral levels. Enrollment consists of some
4,000 students, including about 1,000 graduate students. The university attracts students from across the
United States and more than 50 foreign countries. The majority of undergraduates ranked in the top quarter
or better of their high school class. Most students choose to live in campus housing. A number of faculty
members live on campus to plan activities with students through the Resident Scholar Program.

16. Teresa Amabile

Teresa Amabile is the Edsel Bryant Ford Professor of Business Administration, Head of the Entrepreneurial
Management Unit, and Faculty Chair of the Arthur Rock Center for Entrepreneurship at Harvard Business
School. Originally focusing on individual creativity, Dr. Amabile’s research has expanded to encompass team
creativity and organizational innovation. This 30-year program of research on how the work environment
can influence creativity and motivation has yielded a theory of creativity and innovation; methods for assessing
creativity, motivation, and the work environment; and a set of prescriptions for maintaining and stimulating
innovation. Her current research program focuses on how events in the work environment influence subjective
experience and performance.

Dr. Amabile has presented her theory, her research results, and her methods for stimulating innovation
to various groups in business, government, and education, including Lucent Technologies, Procter & Gamble
Company, Novartis International AG, and Motorola. In addition to participating in various executive programs,
her main teaching assignment at Harvard Business School is an MBA course, Managing for Creativity.

Dr. Amabile is the author of Creativity in Context and Growing Up Creative, as well as over 100
scholarly papers, chapters, and presentations.

Language Points

1. Albert Einstein did so poorly in school that teachers thought he was slow. — Albert Einstein was
such a poor student that teachers thought he was not intelligent.
slow — a. (= slow-witted) not clever, not quick to learn, not understanding things quickly
Examples:
a slow learner
The child is slow with numbers.
2. The young Napoleon Bonaparte was just one of hundreds of artillery lieutenants in the French
Army.

As a young man Napoleon Bonaparte was only one of a large number of ordinary artillery
lieutenants in the French Army. _

Note that the definite article the is used before the proper name Napoleon Bonaparte. This occurs
when a proper name has a restrictive modification, giving a partitive meaning to the name; similarly: the
teenage George Washington.

Further examples:
the young Shakespeare )
the Chicago I like (= the aspect of Chicago that I like)
in the England of Queen Elizabeth
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3. Despite their unspectacular beginnings, each would go on to carve a place for himself in history.
— Though they performed nothing splendid in the beginning, each of them would later made a name for
himself in history.
carve — vt. 1) form (sth.) by cutting away portions of wood or stone or other material

Examples:
The pot was carved out of a single piece of stone.
Before Hallowe’en, the children carved a pumpkin into a frightening mask.
2) build one’s (career, reputation, etc.) through hard work
Examples:
The new airline hopes to carve (out) a place for itself in the European market.
She’s carved out a successful career for herself in the Ministry of Education.

4. Or did their greatness have more to do with timing, devotion and, perhaps, an uncompromising
personality? — Or did they become great more because they lived in the right time, were devoted to
their careers and/or cause, and, perhaps, had an upright, determined character?
have (something, nothing, a lot, etc.) to do with — be connected with sb./sth. to the extent specified

Examples:

Her job has nothing to do with computers.

Hard work has a lot to do with his success.

timing — n. determining the right time as a way of achieving the desired result

Examples:

“Have we arrived too early?” “No, your timing is perfect (= you have arrived at exactly the right
moment) — dinner is almost ready.”

To be a good tennis player, you have to have good timing (= to be able to hit the ball at the right
moment). ‘

5. they have found evidence to help explain why some people rise above — they have found helpful
facts which explain why some people become great
rise above — become outstanding

Examples:
Kate rose above and did well in her classes.
A woman who can rise above (such disadvantages) is clearly exceptional.
leave behind — make progress much faster than (sb. else)
Examples:
In class, a child with poor eyesight can soon get left behind.
If executives fail to exploit the opportunities of networking they risk being left behind.

6. Their findings could have implications for us all. — The evidence they have found could have an
effect on us all.
implication — 7. thing that is suggested or implied rather than openly stated

People often refer to the implications of a decision oran action meaning the effect that it will have
on something else in the future.
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Examples:

The new law has far-reaching implications for the future of the stock market.
1 know that the company is cutting back on its spending but I'm not sure what the implications are for
our department.
7. Sometimes great people don’t make it into the history books — Some great people fail to be
recorded as such in the history books
make it — be successful
Examples:
He came to the US and not only made it but made it big (=was extremely successful).
So far, relatively few women have made it to the top in the business world.
8. A lot of women ... went unrecognized. — A lot of women ... failed to be seen and/ or accepted as great
people.
9. great figures — great people
Someone who is referred to as a figure of a particular kind is a person who is well-known and
important in some way.
Examples:
He was a key figure in the independént struggle.
He is a controversial figure.
10. the social sciences — the studies of society and of the relationship of individual members within society,
including economics, history, political science, psychology, anthropology, and sociology
11. revolutionize — vz. completely change
Examples:
Newton’s discoveries revolutionized physics.
These time-saving techniques could revolutionize your life.
12. the arts
The arts refer to the creation or performance of poetry, music, drama, painting, sculpture, etc.; arts
or the arts are also used to refer to the subjects such as history or languages in contrast to scientific
subjects.
Examples:
She is doing a course in the performing arts.
The proportion of girl students in the arts is fairly high.
13. too many factors are involved — there are too many things that influence what causes people to
become great
14. If great achievers share anything ... it is an unrelenting drive to succeed. — If great people have
anything in common ... it (= what they have in common) is a persistent compulsion to succeed.
If someone or something shares the same quality, feeling, idea, etc. as someone or something else,
they have the same quality, feeling, idea, etc.
Examples:

Tom and his brother share an interest in pop music.
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China and Japan share many cultural characteristics.
drive — n. energy, ability to get things done; motivation and persistence to achieve something
Examples:
Sales people need determination and drive.
Without my mother’s drive and energy, our family would have starved.

15. they are endowed with something super-normal — they are born with a certain exceptionality or
some extraordinary qualities
be endowed with — be provided naturally with (a good quality, ability, characteristic, feature, etc.); be

born with certain talents and/or abilities. '

Examplés:

She’s endowed with intelligence as well as beauty.
.The place is generously endowed with prehistoric sites.
Something supernatural is generally something caused by forces that are not able to be explained by
science or by the laws of nature; in figurative use, it is something unnaturally or extraordinarily great.

Examples:

Ghosts and evil spirits are supernatural.
She was a woman of supernatural beauty.

16. But what comes out of the research is that there are great people who have no amazing intellectual
processes. — But research findings show that some great people actually do not have extraordinary
powers of the mind.
come out of — result from; be produced from

Examples:

What came out of your long talks with the director?
The system has come out of artificial intelligence research.
process — 7. a natural continuing activity or function

Examples:

such life processes as breathing
the digestive processes

17. We shall not flag and fail. — We shall not lose enthusiasm; we shall not accept defeat.

Flag and fail is an example of alliteration, the use of two or more words close together which all
begin with the same letter or sound, creating a musical rhythm to the speech.

Further examples:

Time and tide wait for no man.
Round the rugged rocks the ragged rascal ran.

18. a striking pattern — a remarkable and interesting rule
pattern — »n. way in which something happens, moves, or develops

Examples:

behaviour patterns
The pattern of family life has been changing over recent years.

4 21 fhge Ky i



