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County songs tell colorful stories about the trials
of real life, tragic tales of heartbreak, marual '
problems, poverty, and even death.
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Ask people “what is country music?” and you are
likely to get a wide variety of answer. With so many
different theories about how the music developed and
who the best musicians are, everyone has their own
definition of the sound and style of country!

Country encompasses® a range of musical styles
from “hillbilly” and “honky-tonk”@ to traditional lrish
folk music and modern pop. Even rock bands like The
Rolling Stones have recorded songs that could be classified
as country.

Although the traditions of country music can be
traced back over the centuries, the term “country” is a
relatively modemn invention. In 1944, the American popular
music magazine, Billboard, started listing the “most played
folk records”- on jukeboxes® in America. By the late
1940s “folk” was replaced by “country and western”
records. The “western” part of the title was dropped in
1962 _wii-en the Billboard chart®@ was renamed “Hot

Country Singles”. In Britain the music is still referred to



4 < B « W16 WL R
as “country and western”. But if you were to use this
term in Nashville, USA, the home of country music, people
would wonder where you had been all these years.®
Country music owes a lot to the folk songs which i
were brought across the Atlantic by British emigrants and |
passed down the generations. These songs told stories .
about love, family life and tragedy. Country songs tell
colorful stories about the trials of real life, tragic tales of
heartbreak, marital problems, poverty, and even death.
Country stars like Patsy Cline, Tammy Wynette,
Johnny Cash, John Denver and Dolly Parton have close
relationship with their audiences and they haVe taken

county music to new fans all over the world.
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(3 But if you were to use this term in Nashville, USA, the home of country
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. Almost heaven R ERE
West Virginia HihE RE
Blue Ridge Mountain A Ve Bk
Shenandoah River B 5
Life is old there AR LA R &
Older than the trees ekt R £ 5K
Younger than the mountains YeBfL) # F42
Growing like a breeze S 77 AR AR K
Country roads, take me home G ATZ % FRER
To the place I belong ARILAZ K92 58
West Virginia B s RE
Mountain Mama Kl 4545
Take me home, country roads SHZ%, THEEER
All my memories K E—bnic



Gather round her

Miners’ Lady

Stranger to blue water

Dark and dusty

Painted on the sky

Misty taste of moonshine
Teardrop in my eye

Country roads, take me home
To the place I belong

West Virginia

Mountain Mama

Take me home, country roads
I hear her voice in the morning hours
She calls me

The radio reminds me of my home far a
And driving down the road

I get a feeling

That I should have been home
Yesterday, yesterday

Country roads, take me home
To the place I belong

West Virginia

Mountain Mama

Take me home, country roads
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