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WHAT MAKES THIS BOOK DIFFERENT?

This is a very unusual book. Even if you don't know any Chinese characters, you can
read by yourself using the Chinese phonetics (pinyin). Little by little, you will find fewer
words in Chinese pinyin in the text and more actual Chinese characters you know.

Why are Chinese characters written like this? Why are they said like this? Why do they
have these meanings? There is a reason and system behind all of them. When you know the
system, you will find leaming Chinese characters is not difficult and reading is also not
difficult. This book will help you learn the reason and system behind Chinese characters.

There are over 10,000 characters in Chinese. It is estimated that some 3, 500 characters
are needed to read a newspaper in Chinese. So, you can see that the task of learning
characters is quite a challenge. Which characters should you learn? Which ones should you
learn first?

Unlike most books for leaming Chinese characters, which introduce complex words
from the very beginning, this book first teaches you the basic tools you will need to master
the whole system of Chinese characters. In the Chinese writing system, some 300 basic
characters are used to create all other Chinese characters. These 300 building blocks
provide the organizing principle in the Magical Chinese Characters: Building Blocks for
Learning Chinese Characters and the basis for learning additional characters based on these
foundation characters. This approach will make your learning efficient and give you a mental
structure for recognizing and remembering new characters easily. By learning the basic building
blocks, you are equipped to go on leaming new Chinese characters until you have mastered the
whole Chinese character system.

Another feature of the Magical Chinese Characters: Building Blocks for Learning Chin-
ese Characters that you learn the natural structure of Chinese characters and follow a natur-
al learning progression. It always moves from simple to complex, from easy to more difficult.

Before starting to read Chinese, you should already have learned some basics about
speaking Chinese and listening comprehension, especially the Chinese phonetic system. As
you may already know, leaming Chinese is quite different from learning English and most
European languages — it is relatively easy to learn to read and write one of these languages if
you can speak it.

However, in learning Chinese, knowing the spoken language does not mean that you can
easily transfer this to reading and writing Chinese. Unlike English and European languages,
Chinese characters are usually ideographic rather than phonetie. Speaking Chinese can
help you in leaming Chinese characters, but it is still necessary to leamn the written system
separately.

We hope you enjoy your adventure in learning Chinese characters.
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B R Explanation of words and phrases

D = 3% (san xin ér yi) ¢ of two minds, half-hearted

@) > & (yixinyiyD): heart and soul, with undivided attention
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M W (zhéu) : continent
@ ¥ (yang) : ocean

@) A/ (wiyan liu sé) : various colors, multicolored
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- g7 seven, /\ bd eight, JLjili nine

*They are used for counting, but also

yue rn guod shéng ri mian fdgg péngyou lai
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A& Explanation of words and phrases

@ puiE/\ A (si mian ba fang) : all sides
©@ HAE/NT (wi hua ba mén) : all kinds, of a rich variety
@ LH/\E (g zui ba shé) : many people talking at the same time, esp. giving suggestions
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1 shi ten
yue tlon kong lan you lan
qudn ban rén lai daodong wu yudn
/\Iﬂi*l‘fb/\ kEBFHHEAC,
xio héu zi zhi
N T, m+ﬂ, —=4h%X N, —W@xN+,
shu le bian sht bu qing

BT HRHERFT,

A5 MR Explanation of words and phrases

@ #hk (dong wu yudn) : zoo
@ ¥ATE (shi buging) : cannot count something clearly

@ 3 —#% SEARCH

WRHEA “F” Try to find “T.” in these characters: fh. &
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BREAH “E” . O\, N Try to find “£7, “N\” and “JL” in these
characters: ¥1. B\. R

BEEA “17 Try to find “1” in these characters: &« ft
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¥-i@ %3] Exercise with New Words
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