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On December 3 ,1997,Ping Yao ancient city made its success in
the conference of the World Cultural Relics Committee of the UNESCO

in Naples, Italy. The ancient city of Ping Yao has been fomally on the

"Golden List",<The List of World Relics>.
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Zhang, Guo Tian, born in Tai Yuan City of Shan Xi province in 1962, is now working in News
and Publishing Bureau of Shan Xi Province.

Starting from 1986, Zhang has been engaging in photography creation; In 1993, he schemed and
joined the "Country Plan. 1993" activity and displayed his photographs in China National Art
Museum. He started to photograph Ping Yao in 1994 and published "Ping Yao", "Shan Xi Merchants
Houses", "The Old City Ping Yao" with the cooperation of others. In 1995, he schemed, directed
and photographed the MTV "Missing Lover" and won the Copper Prize of the third "95 China
MTV Competition". He is now the Director of Shan Xi Photographer Association, Member of
China Photographer Association and the Secretary General of Shan Xi Photography Association

“in News and Publishing Field.
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hen the first thread of dawn creep gently onto the battlements of the ancient city to touch the streets and lanes that
W are still in the dark, we already have good reasons o believe the stirring of the streets and lanes causes the whole
ancient city to wake up. Streets and ianes are the blood vessels of the city. We see heavy shadows gradually leave the roof,
1herorches, the windows, the thresholds that children jurmnp over, and then we hear the noises of gates opening, of wooden
boards being taken off from doors, as well as crashing sounds of wheels rolling over stone roads. The flow of time is directly
reflected in these narrow streets that go in all directions. Like silent rivers covered with the dust of history, they are what makes
a city breath in order to survive up to even the present day. People mover across them and very naturally get merged in
them.
ith the formation of streets and lanes, people established their life objectives, which the continuous going back and
W forth between the starting point and the finish. Such a huge space has thus been filed with more and more contents.
Streets enrich our inner worlds and unknown possibilities have accompanied everyone in spending a happy day in the street.
Or else it can be said that streets are just like the situation of our existence. They give busy life a poetic value and at the
same time a value for being recorded. it may change a peddler into a man of weaith.
T he high walls of civilian houses demarcated one mysterious area after another. They either represented somebody
else's life, or represented a profound loneliness of their own. As we look up, the top of the high walls almost melt into
the blue sky. The sun shines on our head as if it radiates from the tiles. Civilian houses have taken on a sacred meaning due
to its protection of the family.
here are still nearty 2,700 quadrangle houses in Pingyao. Together these houses form the ancient city as we see it.
T They are concentrated in an orderly manner within a certain area, forming a vast expanse of green/gray "tortoise
shells'. This is a nice symbol of the long tradition of humanity of this ancient city. As we carefully and a little nervously push
open a heavy piece of wooden gate, an independent, closed, secure and franquil space appears in silence. Everything
we see Now no longer presents the feeling of coarseness and simplicity, but becomes surprisingly exquisite. The construct of
living space within the family can be taken at a glance. Brick sculpture screens, wood sculpture shrines and arches, stone
sculpture banisters as well as color-painted eaves and dark gray gargoyles have exquisitely magnified the city and pushed
the tiny people to the front stage of history. Families have therefore shown many differences, and this small city has also
earned an eteral fame. The merging between man and the city has started to unfold bit by bit because of these quadrangle
houses.
s compared with general civilian houses, the merchant building has one more attribute. It is more open and thus
A closer to the outlooks of the city. Meanwhile, merchant buildings can better manifest the turbulence and contacts
that people will never be able to avoid. An old house may be forgotten by the world because of its tranguillity, but a merchant
building will always be remembered because it is something necessary for people's contacts with the outside world and for
their arrival at dreamland. The ancient city has been made very much alive due the existence of merchant buildings.
0 sometimes streets contain unfamiliar breaths. They crisscross, tumning the ancient city info a huge maze. We can
S easily find familiar reasons, but do not necessarily know where the unfamiliarity comes from. We roam around in this
huge maze and what we get at the end of the day is not our own life. All this can only belong to time, which is boundiess.

Streets, merely with the stability of its buildings, inform us of the fact that we are all passers-by.
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PINGYAQO / The South Street (Ming Qing Steet)
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--C01

©Phato by SETREREY A5 - PINGYAO / 1999
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PINGYAO / The Fast Street
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--C02

OPhoto by sTSCTRIERE 73 - PINGYAO / 1997
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PINGYAQO / Dong Guo Jia Lane
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--C03

-~ ©Photo by sy WIRER I3 - PINGYAO /2001
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PINGYAQO / Yan Jia Lane
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--C04

@Photo by SEREMEIGER  T3& - PINGYAO / 2000
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PINGYAQO / Brick Kiln Street
©Fhoto by Zhang Guotian--C05
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PINGYAO / Xi Guo Jia Lane
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--C06

“Photo by S EMEIER 5K - PINGYAO / 1996
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PINGYAO / Town God Temple Street
©Photo by Zhang Guotian—-C07

lhoto by SETRERER & « PINGYAO / 1999
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PINGYAO / The little crossing lane
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--C08
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PINGYAQO / The south street
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--C09

Photo by SESTREEER 38 - PINGYAO / 2000
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PINGYAO / Dong Guan Street
©Photo by Zhang Guotian--C10
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