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Preface to the Chinese translation of the third edition

In his autobiographical writings, Albert Einstein remarked that while much of physics changes with
time, thermodynamics is both universal and timeless; Einstein said that while many theories come
and go, he is convinced that the validity of thermodynamics will permanently remain.

This book concerns application of thermodynamics toward increasing our quantitative
understanding of phase equilibria with particular attention to fluid-phase equilibria as encountered
in chemical technology. Since publication of the first edition in 1969, this book has been used by
industrial chemists and chemical engineers all over the world, including China. My coworkers and I
are very glad that our book has now been translated into Chinese, thereby making it more readily
available to our esteemed Chinese colleagues who, like me, are attracted by the intellectual beauty
of thermodynamics in addition to its usefulness for rational design of new chemical processes and
products.

In the preface to the first edition, I quote the Latin proverb “Felix qui potuit rerum cognoscere
causas” (Happy is he who understands the roots of phenomena) . I hope that this Chinese
translation of the third edition will help to give Chinese readers not only a useful engineering tool
but, in addition, a sense of joy in the aesthetic and intellectual pleasures that are provided by
thermodynamics.
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