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Preface

Beijing is noted for its long history, majestic scenes of its centuries—old streets and imperial palaces which are the largest and most
complete in the world. Supporting this historical city are various lanes and traditional quadrangles built with gray bricks. The unique
lanes and quadrangles are the basic cultural elements of this ancient city, and they are attracting more and more people with their
unigue charm. Then, do you know which lane in Beijing claims the oldest, largest and best—preserved quadrangles with the most
refined tastes? It is South Luogu Lane, which is to the north of the Forbidden City and on the eastern side of the axial line that runs
through Beijing from north to south.

The lane came into existence during the Yuan Dynasty, whose capital was Beijing, or Dadu. It is 800 years old. The 1,000—meter
long alley runs in the north—south direction. Sixteen sub-lanes are arranged symmetrically on each side of South Luogu Lane,
typical of the street layout of the Yuan Dynasty. As the southern and northern ends of the alley are lower than its middle section, it
is also known as the Luoguo Lane (“Humpback Lane”). The alley is a kind of “living fossil” in terms of the Yuan city layout.

The lane area is very close to the Forbidden City, with South Jiaodaokou Street in the east, Shichahai in the west, Ping’an Avenue in
the south and Drum Tower Street in the north. It actually occupies an area in the inner city’s “golden belt.” Historical and cultural
figures such as Wen Tianxiang and Sun Yat—sen used to live in this area of about 1 square kilometer, lending it rich historical and
cultural content. The traces of famous people’s activities can still be found and the centuries—old graces are still there. In contrast
with the golden glazed tiles and red walls of the Forbidden City, the grayish titles and walls of the traditional quadrangles amidst
green trees present a plain beauty, which is different from royal splendor of the Imperial Palace which is within an arrow’s throw.

The lane abounds in cultural heritage, residences of famous people and is among the first old town protection areas proclaimed by
Beijing. It is located within the buffer zone that serves to protect the Imperial City of Beijing. The officially protected heritage sites
here amount to 28, including Keyuan Garden, the house of Wan Rong, the last empress of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), the
mansions of Prince Sengge Lingin, Rong Lu, Hong Chengchou and Kui Jun. Each lane, each quadrangle, each house and even each
tile or brick in the area is laden with history.

This album selects photographs of some well-preserved quadrangles to exhibit the relics, local customs and cultural moods in this
area. It is meant to let people from home and abroad, who are fond of traditional Chinese culture, better know the South Luogu Lane
area and, in turn, promote traditional Chinese culture. It is also meant to help protect the old scenes in Beijing and promote cultural
preservation in this area.

South Luogu Lane area, with rich historical and cultural content, beckons tourists from home and abroad. It belongs to Beijing, and
all the more so to China. As numerous traditional quadrangles are concentrated here, the area is also a wealth of the whole humanity.
The cultural heritage here belongs to the whole world. It is like a pearl covered by dust of the years. \We look forward to the day when
this pearl becomes shiny again.
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Walking down South Luogu Lane in the morning sun or in the evening mist, one sees the old archways and the
withering grass wavering among the tiles, hears the fading dove whistle. At this moment one seems to be able to feel
the impulses of the past years and hear the footsteps of history receding to the distance:

Wen Tianxiang, the national hero during the South Song Dynasty who met his death calmly rather than to surrender; the
site of the Armed Forces Department of the Yuan Dynasty; the residence of Hong Chengchou who, as a high—ranking
general, surrendered to the invading Manchus; the mansion of Prince Sengge Lingin who bravely fought Anglo—Franco
allied forces during the Second Opium War; the house of Wu Sangui, a general of the Ming Dynasty, who surrendered
to the Manchus in a fit of anger as his favorite concubine Chen Yuanyuan was taken away by the uprising peasant
armies; other residences once occupied by such historical and cultural figures as Emperor Qianlong’s favorite daughter
Princess Hejing, the last queen Wan Rong, Sun Yat—sen, Yuan Shikai, Duan Qirui, Feng Guozhang, Chiang Kaishek, Qi
Baishi, Mao Dun and so on. One marvels that Chinese history is so closely associated with this area.

Among the 1,000 or so quadrangles in South Luogu Lane area, hundreds are well preserved. Behind the weather
beaten wooden gate of each courtyard lie interesting and beautiful stories that have lasted for hundreds of years...
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This is a grand architectural group, covering large areas. It was originally owned by Zhi He, minister of
the Board of War in the late Qing Dynasty. The residence was later bought by Li Guojie, grandson of
Li Hongzhang, a mighty court official in the late Qing Dynasty. Two concubines of the Qing Emperor
Tongzhi, Jing Yi and Rong Hui, once lived in the mansion. Fuxue Alley
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here. It was owned by Gu Weijun, foreign minister of the Republic of China in the period of the Beiyang government. Dr. Sun Yat-sen died
in this mansion in 1924 during his north—bound visit.
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Madame Soong Chingling once had her photograph
taken in front of the “Lingyun Cave.”
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This is a mansion with Western—style buildings in a traditional Chinese quadrangle. It was originally the mansion
of Prince Fu, brother of Emperor Qianlong and later of Zhai Fu, second son of the Qing Prince in the late Qing
Dynasty. Before 1949, it served as the northern headquarters of Chiang Kai—shek. Houyuanensi Alley
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The tranquil courtyard retains the grace of the good old days
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