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Il Dali History

Legend has it that Dali was
once a dense forest, un-
touched until two magical
cranes directed humans to
the lush, fertile grounds,
where they then made their

homes.

From Ancient Kingdom

to Yeyu Town

The artifacts from Dali's
Malongfeng displayed in the exhibit
hall of the Yunnan Provincial Museum
date back 4000 years, proof that the
Dali region was a center of ancient
Yunnan culture.

In the 4" century BC, the ancient
kingdom of Dian (modern-day
Yunnan) controlled Dali clans of Bai.
The First Qin Emperor enfolded Dali
in his unification of the ancient states
into China, and in 109 BC, the Han
Wudi emperor sent Han Chinese into
the area and made it part of China’s
southern Silk Road to India. At the
time, Dali was called*Yeyu".

. _‘ " ' :
g % Tang Dynasty s Friendly

Neigbhous Southern

. % Zhao

.......

700-some years later, in the early
Tang dynasty, the Kunming clans
formed into large tribes, under lead-
ers called ‘Zhao.'The Mengshe
Zhao, or Southern Zhao, was the
southernmost of the tribes.

In the 740s, the Tang court unified
the six Zhao tribes into one, unifying

the Erhai region and creating the
Southern Zhao state. The first South-
ern Zhao capital was at Taihe, moved
in 779 to Yangjumie. The Bai sent stu-
dents to learn Han culture, and be-
gan to sinicize.

The chief Piluoge was appointed as
king of Yunnan during the Xuanzong
emperor’s reign, but his son
Geluofeng united with the Tibetans to
rebel against the Tang, ending in
crushing defeats. He reconciled with
the Tang, and erected the Nan Zhao
Dehua Bei (Virtue Tablet of South-
ern Zhao) to describe the sufferings
brought upon the Bai by rebellion.

The Duan Family

At the troubled end of the Tang
dynasty, Southern Zhao also under-
went several short-lived regime
changes. In 937, a Xizhou Bai man
named Duan Siping united 37 regions
of eastern Yunnan, ended the bloody
power struggles in the Zhao court, and
founded the kingdom of Dali, which
took its name from two characters
meaning“The Great Ordering."From
then on, “Dali” became the traditional
name of the Erhai region.
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The Dali kingdom's 300 year his-
tory is divided into the Qianli,
Dazhong, and Houli periods. The gov-
ernment was run throughout by the
ministers who helped Duan Siping
claim control of Dali; Duan’s descen-
dant Duan Zhengming abdicated to
Gao Shengtai to become a monk;
Gao changed the reign name from
“Dali” to “Dazhong.” Two years later
he died, and rule returned to the
Duan family during the period known
as Houli, through the Gao family,
acting as ministers, held the real
power. Successive generations of
Duans, tiring of being puppets to the
Gaos, abdicated in favor of
monkhood.

In 1116, Duan Heyu was recognized
by the Song dynasty as “king of
Dali"and Dali became a Song vas-
sal state.

Dali was the governmental,
economical, and cultural center of
Yunnan throughout this time.

In 1253, Kublai Khan and his gen-
eral Uriyangqadai set out to conquer
Dali, which fell under their military
might. Kublai erected the Yuan Shizu
Ping Yunnan Bei tablet and moved

Yunnan's center of governance from
Dali to Kunming. The Duan family
were appointed as military
commanders.

In 1381, Ming troops under Lan Yu
and Mu Ying entered and occupied
Dali, establishing garrisons which
lasted for 286 years.

The Du Wenxiu Uprising

Qing armies took Yunnan in 1659.
In 1856, minorities from western
Yunnan, led by Du Wenxiu, rose up
against the Qing under the banner of

the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom.

Dali became Dali County in 1913.
In 1983, the county and subordinate
cities were combined into Dali City,
one of China’s 24 historical cities and
44 nationally recognized scenic
spots.
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Il XI#5=5 Dali Scenic Spots
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=1 ‘“'l Chongsheng Temple’s Three Pagodas Park
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Chongsheng Temple's Three Pagodas Park takes its name from the three

- pagodas therein, of which the main, Qianxun Pagoda, was constructed in 834
~ BC. The southwest and northwest corners of the pagoda have 10-story pago-
. das attached, constructed during the Five Dynasties period. The Guanyin Hall
" is another must-see feature of the park.
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The old Dali walls had Cangshan Gate on the east, Erhai Gate on the
west, Cheng'en Gate on the south, and Anyuan Gate on the north. Portions -

of the Ming city wall stand in the north and south.

AR  Wuhua Tower
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Wuhua Tower, the old guesthouse of the Southern Zhao kingdom, was
built in 856 at the capital Yangjumie. It could house over 10,000 guests. In -
1235, after he entered Yangjumie, Kublai Khan stationed his army here. The

building currently on the location was rebuilt in 1998 by the Dali government.
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kfiﬁ?%ﬁtlﬁ Dali Maglstrate Testing Hall
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In the Qing dynasty, scholars took state Confucian examinations here. Re-

built in 1873.
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Wenxian Tower is situated 1 km outside the south gate of Dali Town. It

. was built during the Kangxi emperor’s reign.It takes its name from a board

- containing the characters "Wenxian Ming Bang” painted by the Yunnan
| provincial commander in the 40th year of Kangxi's reign(1701)which hangs
- outside the building. To the east is a stone tablet bearing the names of Zhang
~ Shu and sheng Lan, two Han-dynasty literati who became the first trans-
 mitters of Han Chinese cuiture to the area.
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Designed and built according to old paintings of Dali,
the cinema is made of traditional materials and is deco-

rated in a variety of styles.
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Du Wenxiu's Residence is to the north of the old town’s south gate. It was . B35
originally an encampment built by Du’s rebel forces around the old home of - S
the provincial commander, cheekily named “the forbidden city."lt is, indeed, .
laid out like an imperial complex, testimony to Du’s aspirations to power. -

sjodg 01U8dS  :hrifl

Fittingly, given its preservation, it is now the Dali City Museum.
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ﬁﬁﬁ Butterﬂy Sprlng (136 TC(EX4EE)

¥ T S AR SSETRREN. Bl RegEES  BOH=BAEN0RE: PR
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BEERANERM L, BARKLE, EHW, &, 4%, FRF. FH—T Tl
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There are a myriad of romantic legends surrounding Butterfly Spring. Ac- :
cording to local records, every summer, butterflies would fill the space between
Cangshan and Erhai lighting on the silk trees around the spring. Alas, this is .
only a memory today.
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Cangshan (also called Diancangshan) Mountain is the main peak of the

southern Yunling mountain range. To its north is Eryuan Dengchuan; to the

meters above sea level. Streams trickle down from every peak.It is common for
people to come up here and look out at the clouds, which change according to
the season. The boats in the lake can't be taken down the mountain, so
they're typically left halfway down the mountainside.

A poetical way of referring to a scenic landscape in Chinese is "feng-
hua-xue-yue.” “wind, flowers, snow and moon.” Here at Cangshan
Mountain snow stays on the peaks all year round,gleaming at the top of the
mountain four seasons out of the year. A round lined with flowering trees
that winds from the foot of the mountain to its peak gives Cangshan flowers
all year.At the peak are a number of lakes and clear srings. Through-out

the ages,Cangshan’s scener has made it an ideal place for travelers in
search of beauty.
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Zhonghe Temple is so named because it was built halfway up Zhonghe Peak. -
It is one of Dali’'s famous Daoist temples. Built during the Southern Zhao
kingdom/Tang-dynasty period (738-902) and has since undergone several
flourishings and abandonments. The Lingxiao Baodian hall and Juxian tower
were built in 1900. From the covered passage looking out on the lake, one -

can see Dali Old Town and surronding towns.
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south is Xiaguan Tianshengqgiao, It is formed of a number of smaller peaks, all -

3500 or more meters above sea level; the highest, Malongfeng Peak, is 4122 Zpsmae—%3&. #5TE. —RE
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Erhai is not a sea but rather a highland lake. According to legend, there was
~a massive jade cabbage at the bottom of the lake, from which trickled magic
. elixirs which formed today's lake waters. Erhai sits 1972 meters above sea
“level. There are three islands. Visitors can walk or take boats, bicycles, or
. buses around the lake.



