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Introduction to students

Getting the most out of Read and Think!
Do you like to read? Would you like to read better? -

Reading is more than just knowing a lot of words. When you read different kinds of texts, you
need to know what strategies and skills to use. You also need to have a basic knowledge of
different disciplines, such as university subjects.

Read and Think! is a four-level series to help you improve your reading. It's made up of many
different parts. Each unit is divided into two lessons. Each lesson features an interesting
reading passage. The passages included are presented as articles, movie reviews, letters, plays,
poems, speeches and stories.

The two passages in each unit give two points of view on the same topic. The topics are
followed by different kinds of exercises, such as fill-in-the-blanks, multiple choice, matching
and short answer. Once you've finished the unit, you have a chance to show what you know by
discussing debate topics.

Reading is not just a skill for words, but also for images. So, to make the book more interesting
for you, cartoons, charts, diagrams, illustrations, maps and photos are included, with activities
to help you think.

Throughout each unit, help in the form of Reading strategies, Language notes, Exam strategies,
Debate strategies, Computer notes and Culture notes is provided. Special Concepts boxes
expand on core ideas within readings and What about you? sections let you think about how
the topic of the unit relates to you.

Beyond the book, topics for further study and online resources are included on the companion
website. Your teacher can also help you measure what you learn by using online or photocopied
quizzes.

Reading is a lifetime skill—learn to do it well!

Ken Beatty
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Introduction to teachers
Working with Read and Think!

Read and Think! is written by a teacher for teachers. The purpose of the four-level series is to
help your students see reading as an interesting problem-solving activity. The series improves
students’ reading skills while covering issues important to students, including ethical and
academic issues. These issues are presented in a variety of text types with carefully integrated
graphics.

The four Student Books each offer twelve units. Each unit is divided into two lessons.

Level 1: 250-300 words per reading
Level 2: 300-400 words per reading
Level 3: 600-700 words per reading
Level 4: 800+ words per reading

Unit content

Each unit begins with a title and key words taken from general areas of knowledge, usually
university disciplines.

Lesson One

¢ Before you read starts off with questions to make students think about the new topic. Ask
students to discuss the questions in pairs or small groups or use them as a whole-class
activity. A picture, map, diagram or illustration follows with something for the students to
do. Use this to create more interest in the topic and explore new vocabulary.

¢ Read about it takes students into the first of the unit's two main readings. After listening,
students read on their own. Finally, students read and listen together to match pronunciation
with comprehension. Key vocabulary notes from the Longman Active Study Dictionary help
students learn key words, and space at the back of the book is provided for students to write
their own dictionary, adding unfamiliar words as they encounter them.

o After you read gives students a chance to show what they know by asking questions about

“the reading. An Understand what you read section on understanding what they read helps

to explain a key point of learning English. The What about you? section helps students see
their own place in the topic.



Lesson Two

* Read about it offers another perspective on the unit topic to help students think about what
they read. Sometimes these second readings take the opposite point of view. Start off by
listening to get the students involved. Ask students to listen with their books closed.

e After you read has a higher level task, such as summarizing a paragraph in one sentence, as
well as fun activities, including word puzzles. This is followed by multiple choice comprehension
questions.

¢ Debate gives students a chance to show what they know based on arguing a point made in
the unit. Two perspectives on the same idea are given with supporting points and room for
students to add their own ideas.

Strategies and notes help students with reading, language, culture and exams, and are found
throughout the unit.

Other Read and Think! components include:

e Teacher's Manual, with teaching notes and answer keys

¢ CD and cassette of all passages

¢ CD-ROM Test Bank, which can be used online or to produce photocopy masters
e Website at www.read-and-think.com, with teacher and student support
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16 Search for Atlantis

Lesson One

Geography
Philosophy

:Before you read ‘st

iop

® What did this structure look like when it was new?
e What was it used for?

Why do you think this building was allowed to fall apart?

ty > X ;.‘“ -}r: S \ % d ‘Q\D

Ruins in Greece



Language note

BC (Before Christ)
or BCE (Before
Common Era) are
used for dates
before the year 1.
The year 1 and
later dates use AD
(Anno Domini,
meaning Year of
our Lord) or CE
(Common Era).

Read about it

e  Why is the city “lost"?
* What words sound like capitals, names, places and the first words of
sentences?

Where IS the Lost City?

For more than a thousand years, people have wondered about the
location of the lost city of Atlantis, a rich paradise once ruled by a wise
king.

Plato is the person most closely thought of when talking about Atlantis.
Plato (427-347 BC) was a student of the Greek philosopher Socrates
(469-399 BC). Socrates was a very influential thinker, but when his
ideas became too controversial, he was forced to kill himself by drinking
poison. After he died, Plato traveled for a few years before returning to
establish a school in Athens called the Academy. It has become the role
model for today’s universities. At the Academy, Plato taught the
students through the use of debates, where two or more people took
different sides of an
argument. Often
these debates used
Socrates’ stories as
a starting point.
Atlantis was a good
example.

Socrates did not
like writing. He
thought that reading

and writing made



Plato and Aristotle

people stupid! Fortunately, Plato did not
feel the same way, and his students
copied down what Plato remembered of
the teachings of Socrates. He described
Atlantis as a culturally- and scientifically-
advanced civilization that had existed
long ago. The people of Atlantis had
used their knowledge to enslave much
of the world. Atlantis was finally
defeated by Athens, but then all records
of it were lost when a great flood
destroyed both Athens and Atlantis.

Did Atlantis ever exist? Or was it just a story to show what happens to
people when they become too powerful? If it did exist, where was it?
One clue is that it was supposedly beyond the Pillars of Hercules, now
known as the Strait of Gibraltar, somewhere in the Atlantic Ocean.
Countless explorers, who have had their own ideas, looked everywhere
from England to China. Perhaps you will find it one day or solve one of
the other great unknown mysteries of the world. Perhaps you will find
something that no one was even looking for.

(326 words)

(=5~ P4, P46)

Legend

a. Atlantic Ocean

b. Spain

c. Strait of Gibraltar
d. Mediterranean Sea
e. Egypt

f. Greece

g. Athens

h. Thera

i. The Black Sea

j. Italy

The Search for Atlantis

N Reading strategy

Improve your reading
comprehension by
discussing what
you read with a
friend. Explain
what you have read
and add your
opinions about the
passage. Putting
your ideas into
spoken words helps

you remember.
\—

J




Reading strategy

To help with your
reading
comprehension,
keep a personal
dictionary to you
list new words and
phrases. Constantly
review your new
words.

\,
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Computer note

Don't rely on your
computer to take
care of your spelling
problems.

Word processors
don't recognize some
words and ignore
wrong words you may
have typed, for
example: there, their
and they're. Check

\your work carefully.

Vocabulary notes

1.

. culturally(adverb) relating to a particular society and its way of life st ft. 4,

. poison (noun) a substance that can kill or harm you if you eat it, drink it, etc.

. supposedly (adverb) used to say that you do not believe what you are

\

)

civilization(noun) a society that is well organized and developed x B # &
X B E K

Fo X ALE X 3

debate (noun) an organized discussion on an important subject #, 3+
enslave (verb) to make someone a slave {# & A & A & #, 1EMRK
philosopher (noun) someone who studies and develops ideas about
philosophy # % %

BN, B4

saying about the thing or person you are describing, even though other
people think it is true R#E M, #HK

7

>
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After you read

Add new words to your personal dictionary on page 146.\

@ Read and listen again to practice your pronunciation.

Answer these questions.

What did Plato establish?

What was once the name for the Strait of Gibraltar?
How was Atlantis able to enslave other countries?
What two things destroyed Atlantis?

Why do you think people want to find Atlantis?



Understand what you read w
D

ictionary skills
English has too many words to keep them all in one dictionary. In fact, the
English language is constantly growing, adding new words every day. Many
words we use about computers, for example, did not exist 20 years ago. You
may have many kinds of dictionaries: bilingual, thick and comprehensive
monolingual, computer-based, pocket-sized. Choosing the best dictionary
may depend on where you use it. If you need to take it to class, choose a
smaller one that is easier to carry. If you mostly use it at home, get a
larger one.

Here are four tips for working with your dictionary:

¢ When you read, try to understand by context, but keep a list of new words.

e Every time you look up a word, put a dot next to the word in pen.

® |f you look up a word more than once, try to understand why it's a problem
for you to spell or remember.

e Use the pronunciation guide to learn how to say a word correctly.

\_ J

B. Circle the wrong words.

Around the world, there our many stories about great floods. Often, the floods
are a punishment bye a god. A hero usually escapes to tell the storey and
continue the human race. Is there any truth too the stories? Recent discoveries
around the Black See show it suffered a terrible flood from the Mediterranean
Sea around 5500 BC.

The Search for Atlantis



C. Fill in the missing words. Use the correct form of the word.

¢ discern (verb) to see, notice, or understand something

e illustrate (verb) to explain or make something clear by giving examples

* model (noun) someone or something that people want to copy because they are
successful or have good qualities

* mythical (adjective) not real or true, but only imagined

* satisfaction (noun) a feeling of happiness or pleasure because you have
achieved somethmg or got what you wanted

® social (adjective) relating to human socnety and its organization, or the quality
of people's lives ' .,

What do people hope to from a lost civilization like Atlantis?

Besides the of knowing a lost treasure actually exists, people

may want a for their own development. This

may actually have been the point of Atlantis, a city of science

and culture that was only meant to how people should live.

Why else might someone want to find the lost city of Atlantis?

What about you?

If you found directions to take you to Atlantis, could you follow them? Try
following these directions and circle Atlantis: The biggest island, Macro,
isn't Atlantis. The smallest island, Micro, isn't either. Micro is to the

left of Medial. Between Medial and Distal is another island. Distal is next
to the largest island. And Distal is between it and Atlantis.

%D |9




