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After long and thoughtful consideration,

I have come to a rather interesting conclusion.
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Even though the global population is soaring into the billions,
with thousands of religions, languages, philosophies, and
cultures represented,
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ultimately, there are only two kinds of people.
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There are those who are certain the world is going
to hell in a handbasket,
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and those who believe the best is yet to come.
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(Actually, there is a third kind of person, who thinks

traditional Irish dance is the highest form of creative expression,
but I really don't want to talk about them.)
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Now, it hardly takes a genius to point out that we already
live in dangerous and uncertain times. Why, all you have to do
is turn on the TV, grab a copy of the newspaper,
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or just take a look out your window.
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It ain't a pretty sight.
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Best friends and former allies
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are suddenly tearing at each other's throats,
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while unshakable economic powerhouses

are crashing to their knees on a daily basis.
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