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(2) FA:

Database aliases give you the ability to change the way you work with your da-
ta in a very powerful way. In the world of business applications, databases are
relocated frequently as organizations deploy new file servers and move their
database operations to dedicated database servers. Some development environ-
ments require you to recompile your application every time a database changes
location, or to build an additional layer of abstraction into your code. The
BDE automatically gives you this ability by using aliases. Before we look in
detail at how BDE aliases work, we need to look a little further at the nature
of databases and database tables.

[1] To access the user applications in TCP/IP through IP API (Application
Protocol Interface). This is a relatively conventional technology. Its key is on
how to define an interlayer between TCP/IP and ATM Network, which is ex-
pected to sew up the two different protocols into one. Two things are noticea-
ble here: One is “how to encapsulate the PDU launched from the interlayer
down to the AAL, completely and in proper sequence”. The other is “how to
map the address in the upper layers (IP address or MAC address) to the ATM
address, directly and in proper sequence”. For “sewing”, two solutions are
reasonably feasible: (a) LANE technology established by the ATM Forum;
(b) IPOA (IP over ATM) technology established by the IETF (Internet En-
gineering Task Force).

[2] To access the ATM Networks directly through ATM APIL This is no
more a conventional application, but a pure ATM application. That is, this
kind of application is able to support multimedia communications. But, its al-
so a very expensive solution because most of current systems, which have con-
formed to the old IP style for more than ten years, are most likely to fall into
disuse if this kind of application is carried out—that will be a cost of hundreds

of millions dollars.
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