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Unit 1

Unit 1
Text A

The Absent-minded Professor’

I once knew a man whose memory was very bad. Richard Rudd was so forgetful
that he would sometimes forget what he was talking about in the middle of a sentence.”
Usually, his wife had to remind him of his appointments, his classes — even his meals.
Since Rudd was a professor at a well-known university, his forgetfulness was often an
embarrassment, and he didn’t hit it off with some of the other professors. It wasn’t that
he was unintelligent, as some critical people tended to believe.” He was just very, very
absent-minded.

One hot summer’s day, Professor Rudd decided to take his children to the beach.
The seaside town he planned to visit was about a three-hour train ride away. To make
the trip more interesting for his young children, he kept the name of the town a secret.
Unfortunately, by the time Rudd had arrived at the train station, the poor forgetful man
had forgotten the name of his destination himself. Fortunately, a friend of his happened
to be in the station. He offered to take care of the children while Rudd went back home
to find out where he was going.

The professor’s wife was surprised to see him again so soon, but she was amused
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when she heard what was the matter. She distrusted his memory, so she wrote the name
of the town on a piece of paper. Satisfied that she had solved the problem, she sent her
husband off again.4 Ten minutes later she was surprised to see him outside the house

again. What was the matter now? The professor had forgotten where he had left his

children!
(274 words)

New Words and Expressions
absent-minded /.sebsant'maindid/ a. DAEER, B
memory /'memari/ n. iz, ez
forgetful /fo'getful/ a. R=H, 5EH
forget ffa'get /v. =id, 2R
remind /ri'maind/ v. REE, AR
appointment /o'paintmant/ n. A IW/E
well-known /wel'naun/ a. ARETREIR), H4EH
forgetfulness /fa'getfulnis/ n. EHSY
embarrassment /im'baeresment/ n. WE, Wi
unintelligent /anin‘telidz(a)nt/ a. B A, BEK
tend /tend/ v. #m, EER
beach /bi:t[/ n. T
seaside /'si:said/ n. a. MR, W WIRK, Wi
secret /'si:krit/ n. A
unfortunately /an‘fo:tjunatli/ ad. ANZE S
destination /desti'neif (a)n/ n. H Kb
offer /'ofa(r); (US) 'a:far/ v. ’H; 84, A5
amuse /8'mjuiz/v. fERE, fFHR
distrust /dis'trast/ v. MEfE
satisfied / 'seetisfaid/ a. BB
solve /salv/ v. R, fRE
as arule —MRUiR, B
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hit it off MaBE, &/8K
send off 8- 1X1T: FH
find out =9, %A

take care of kL,
happen to WEY5, AR

Proper Names

N

Richard Rudd /'ritf ad rad/ HAEME . 8E (BT

G

Notes

1. This text is taken from New Horizons in English 5, second edition by Lars
Mellgren and Michael Walker.

2. Richard Rudd was so forgetful that he would sometimes forget what he was
talking about in the middle of a sentence. (Paragraph 1) F 7% « SRR E, F
HiEsE—FHE T ACE R/t 4.

3. It wasn’t that he was unintelligent, as some critical people tended to believe. He
was just very, very absent-minded. (Paragraph 1) X342 R A —Le 28k B A
BIREIAFTA R B, AR REF OAEETD .

4. Satisfied that she had solved the problem, she sent her husband off again.
(Paragraph 3) X} B QAR TIX ) BURBIER, #X—KEH T LR,

Phonetics

Review the following sounds and read aloud:

fiz/ see she deed please tree read leave sheep meal feel
/il it sit live mill big lip wish limit city minute

/e/ bed leg says head deaf best dress well sweat fresh
/ee/ bag fact hand hat cap back matter gather happy family
A friend in need is a friend indeed.

This little inn is the best in the village.

Remember to tell Ted about the test.

Sam’s let the cat out of the bag.
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Language Sense Enhancement
I'. Read aloud the following paragraph and learn it by heart.

The professor’s wife was surprised to see him again so soon, but she was amused
when she heard what was the matter. She distrusted his memory, so she wrote the name
of the town on a piece of paper. Satisfied that she had solved the problem, she sent her
husband off again. Ten minutes later she was surprised to see him outside the house again.
What was the matter now? The professor had forgotten where he had left his children!

II. Read the following joke for fun.

Growing Older

An elderly gentleman wasn’t feeling well, and became angry with his doctor
because he wasn’t getting better after five visits.

“Look!” said the doctor. “I'm doing all I can to help you. I can’t make you
younger.”

“I wasn’t particularly (¥ 5 }1) interested in getting younger,” said the old man, “I
just want to continue growing older.”

Grammar
I. 38

SEVE AP 3R] AT AR ] L A R RAFAE, 4 b+ K2, BRI (Parts
of Speech), Ef1&:

ES BHE B e 483

2 W Noun (n.) RIRANBREMHI LR book, milk
£ 1 Pronoun (pron.) RE¥L7. HoA% I, that

¥ Numeral (num.) A E SR five, second
e 2 Adjective (adj.) TR NSRRI WGFE good, timid
A Verb (v.) RasEERZE do, laugh
B W Adverb (adv.) TR EAF I BRI AE tightly, very
i iE Article (art.) RELWRT, FHBhREEEX a, the

M i Preposition (prep.) RELE. AR5 B MEIXER | at, from

& A Conjunction (conj.) | FikiE#iE SRR A 54 and, if

SR 7] Interjection (interj.) | FIRPLIEM KRG EIES oh, ah

4
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1. B R
LZ-EA Sichuan, China, Mike, Monday
1 A4 1] box, pen, bed, computer, room

GIE &40

& - L 24 class, team, family
A YR 438 water, bread, milk
ANn]# 4 i
i EiiiE EAT love, peace, emotion

2. ZiEMH

WA REN AN SRS EHWX R, RR— A%, MU AR
LR BB AR ALFEEIN-s Hees B . Bo, BRATHLZEANE,
—fRE A AL RR R R, BB +of +4) R 4 A I R, Bl a piece of paper, a box
of chalk. XEBATE & H > 4R EEUE KA

AR AL ) B HOE
D — B n-s, #ian: cup—scups pencil—pencils
bowl—bowls truck—trucks
2) Lls,x,ch,sh,o &M MN-es, Ha:
class—classes fox—foxes
match—matches brush—brushes
tomato—tomatoes
3) LS TRy SRMBEE y &R i Mn-es,Blln:
country—countries family—families
factory—factories city—cities
4) LLf sife 85RH), W 3 fe, R v M-es, Hin:
leaf—leaves knife—knives
AL ZHOER, Blhn:
man—men foot—feet mouse—mice
child—children sheep—sheep Chinese—Chinese
tooth—teeth deer—deer fish—fish
Exercises

[ . Choose the best answer for each of the following.
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1. Richard Rudd tended to forget

A. his appointments and his classes
B. what he was talking about in the middle of a sentence
C. even his meals
D. all of the above
2. His bad memory was sometimes embarrassing because _____.
A. people often laughed at him
B. his students disliked him
C. he was a professor at a famous university
D. his children felt sad
3. Some people said that Rudd _____.
A. was stupid
B. was clever
C. was not a good professor at all
D. none of the above
4. Where did the professor decide to take his children?
A. to the park
B. to the river
C. to a seaside town
D. to another country

5. The destination

A. could be arrived at by train
B. was so far away that they decided to go by plane
C. was in the suburbs

D. was well known for its mountains

11. Questions for discussion.

1. What happened at the train station?
2. Why did Rudd go home? What did his wife do? And why?
3. What happened ten minutes later?

G
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III. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form

where necessary.

memory forget find out beach destination
offer satisfied happen (to)  solve send off
absent-minded take care of

1. Since she was the eldest child in the family, she sometimes had to help her
mother the two younger ones.

2. He has such a good that he can even recite the whole book of A
Dream of Red Mansions.

3. The parcel was sent to the wrong

4. She to be at the spot of the car accident. Now the policeman is
asking her some questions.

5. Now, tell me how you can the problem?

6. The man put salt in his coffee and sugar on his egg.

7. You have saved my life. I shall never it.

8. Sometimes you can find very beautiful shell on the .

9. Why haven’t you got my letter? I it last week.

10. Can you Mr. Johnson’s new address for me?
11. They apologized for only being able to us bread and tea.

12. You’ve done well at school. I'm very with you.
IV. Fill in the blanks with the proper words. Change the form where necessary.

1. forget, forgetful, forgetfulness

1)She’sso _______that she has to make a note of everything.

2) I’ll never your kindness. '

3) The of tﬁe old man has caused a lot of troubles to his family.
4) He has become very of things.

2. intelligence, intelligent, unintelligent

1) All human beings are much more than animals.

2) A person who quickly learns and understands has good

3) No one liked them because they were lazy and

4) The man was an young engineer.

L3y 203



