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Brief Introduction to Kumbum Monastery

g ke 3 AP
BRF,REARTTA Kumbum Monastery, called
ReEwR”, £ i AE b F AR @ " Gunbum Simhanada" in Tibetan,

is the birthplace of Tsong kha—pa,

KA AT EE KT A . C ¢ ~ e
the founder of the Gelugpai sect. It
LRI R R &S £k is one of the six greatest
5 asteries of the Gelugpai sect of
£ 7k Az —_ BAR monasteries of t er
B ARBM = _%T ., Tibetan Buddhism.

4 F ’Ftl‘ P /il:\ HIZ K ZIEN Located at Lotus Mountain,
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on the bank of the Huang River
on the eastern Qinghai Tibet
Plateau, which lies in the south of

Lushaer Town,  Huangzhong
County, Qinghai Province.
Kumbum  Monastery 15 28

kilometers from Xining, the capital
of Qinghai Province. Around the
monastery are eight low hills
resembling an eight—petalled lotus,
thus the monastery is known as
Lotus Mountain. In summer and
autumn, the site resembles a green
lotus owing to the green —clothed
slopes, while in winter and spring,
it looks like a white lotus because
of the snow —covered slopes. The
monastery is the " pistil of the
lotus". This is auspicious because
Buddhists believe that such a lotus
is a sign of the eight —spoked
Dharma Wheel, which symbolizes
that the Buddha’s holy teaching
will last for ever.

On the site where Tsong
Kha—Pa was bomn{ now stands the
Grand Golden Tiled Hall), a green
umbrella —shaped pipal tree grew
up as a result of red nectar drip-
ping into the soil when the umbil-
ical cord was cut. The pipal tree is
reputed to have 100,000 leaves, on
each leaf is an image of the Lion—
roaring Buddha, and the branches
of the tree are marked with the
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Seven —Word Heart Mantra of

Manjusri.
In 1379 (the 12th year of the
Hongwu reign, Ming Dynasty),

Tsong Kha—pa’s mother had a lo-
tus stupa built to store the Boddhi
tree and leaf images that were en-
closed in the centre. This is the
earliest and most precious building
at Kumbum Monastery, which has
been over six hundred years up to
date. In 1560 (the 39th year of the
Jiaging reign, Ming Dynasty), a
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highly renerated master, Rinchen
Tsongzhe Gyantsan, had a small
meditation temple built for the
monks to practise Buddhist sutra. A
few years later in 1577 ( the 5th
year of the Wanli reign, Ming Dy-
nasty), he ordered the construction
of another great building—the
Maitreya Hall, which stands to the
right of Lotus Stupa. Afterwards,
the monastery has been known as

" Taer si" in Chinese, meaning

" monastery with a stupa” .

In the ensuing 400 years, the
monastery continued to expand, be
rebuilt and renovated, until it now
covers more than 400,000 square
meters. It is a harmonious collec-
tion of beautiful and varied exam-
ples of classic architecture, includ-
ing temples, pavillions, residences,
halls and stupas. Most buildings are
in Tibetan style. The conbination
of Han and Tibetan styles is the
main architectural characteristic of
Kumbum Monastery. The pago-
das, stupas, red walls, green tiles,
golden roofs, green trees, Dharma
wheels, colorful streamers,
monastery vases, golden deer,
and auspicious unicorns combine to
create a holy, solemn and mysteri-
ous monastic scene.

The
mnstitutes.

monastery has  four

They are the Esoteric
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Institute, the Medicine Institute,
the Exoteric Institute and the
Kalachakra

first study the Exoterics and then

Institute. The monks

practise the Esoterics. In order to
study the holy Dharma, they must
learn Buddhist Sutra, the Vinaya
and the Shaastras and practise the
three higher trainings of moral
discipline, meditative concentration

Ly 2.
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and the wisdom of "understanding

emptiness. " Eminent monks came

forth in large numbers in the
history of the monastery.

Being a precious cultural relic
of China, Kumbum Monastery is
more than an  architectural
treasure house. It is a respository
of Tibetan
including

beautiful

culture and art,
various  sculptures,
statues and  religious
artifacts. Some are gilded, some
with

are  studded jewels, and
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Ve thd X, A4S EE  others are natural and unadomed.
A large number of precious

AR 42 horizontal inscribed placards and

other gifts from emperors and

famous visitors, as well as a vast collection of ancient Tibetan books, are

displayed. Renowned as the "Three wonders of Art" of Kumbum

Monastery, the butter sculptures, applique embroidery and frescoes are all
unique flowers in Tibetan art garden.

In the past and presently, Kumbum Monastery is a place of pilgrimage,

a sanctuary for scholars and a magnet for lovers of art and beauty. It has

now been a national heritage site of China.
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Buddha Sakyamuni

i & R

ihw FiE i
Rofk, Fi¥ R Sakyamuni was the founder of
L BAEE ALEBRS, Buddhism. Gautama was  his

surname and Siddhartha was his

i Fkb, EHRE
given name. Sakya was the name
Jo, & H 4= VR A AR of a clan, which means "able";
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Muni means "benevolence” and
"quietness” and Sakyamuni means
"sage of the Sakyas" . The founder
of Buddhism is highly esteemed to
be Buddha(the Awakened). " Sak—
vamuni" is an honorable form of
address used by his disciples.

Legend has it that Sakyamuni
was from Kapilavastu in the north
of Ancient India. His father was
King of Suddhodhana and his
mother was Maya. According to
the Tibetan Calendar, his mother
Maya became pregnant on the 15th
day of the sixth lunar month in
shiwei year (342B.C.) and gave
birth to him on the 8th day of the
fourth lunar month in gengshen
year. Because the mother was a
daughter of the King of Ksa —
tviya, she had to return to her
parents” home to give birth. (This
was an Ancient Indian custom) .
On the way home, when she was
passing Lumbini Park, she gave
birth to Sakyamuni
Worriless Tree. After seven days,
Sakyamuni’s mother died and he
was reared by his aunt  (his moth-
er’s sister) . Different sects have
different ideas for his exact birth
date.

It 1s said that Sakyamuni was

under the

very wise and mastered 64 skills in
his early youth. Later, he married




