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Abstract

Whether a pronoun must occur in a certain structure is a
difficult issue that concerns syntax, semantics and pragmatics.
Structures like a topicalization construction or a relative clause
involves the displacement of a constituent. The gap left by the
displacement may or may not be filled by a pronoun. In other
words, the presence or absence of a pronoun is either
obligatory or optional. The present book attempts to develop a
dynamic parsing model for the relevant Chinese constructions
within the framework of Dynamic Syntax.

The book is composed of seven chapters. The first chapter
introduces the subject matters and the methodology of the
present study, and the symbols and terms used in this book.
The chapter begins with linguistic data concerning the presence
and absence of pronouns in the comment part of topitalization
structures. It then delimits the subject matters of the study,
concentrating on the issues of syntactic well — formedness and
semantic interpretation. It also discusses the methods adopted
in the study and the principles used to choose linguistic data
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and to judge the well — formedness of a sentence. It ends up
with an illustration of the symbols and terms used in this book.

Chapter two reviews literature on pronouns and empty
pronouns. Different approaches to the treatment of pronouns
and empty pronouns are studied. The book argues that any
attempt to explain the behavior of pronouns and empty
pronouns from a single perspective of syntax, semantics or
pragmatics can not tell the whole story about them, for the
solution of pronouns and empty pronouns depends on the
combination of syntax, semantics and pragmatics. The Binding
Principles as are proposed in the GB theory, which try to
explain pronouns and empty pronouns by solely resorting to
syntax, have too many ad hoc stipulations and thus can’'t be
rated as the best solution. A pronoun is interpreted as an
ambiguous item in semantics, which may refer to an individual
in the actual world, function as a bound variable or play the
role of a definite noun phrase. More specifically, previous
studies on Chinese pronouns and empty pronouns are
introduced and it is pointed out that the existing researches
have not given a systematic and unified explanation for Chinese
pronouns and empty pronouns,

Chapter three outlines dynamic syntax ( DS), the
theoretical framework of the book, including, among others,
the basic notions, the formal model for the parsing of the
language, the mechanism for handling pronouns and empty
pronouns, and an evaluation of the strengths of this approach.

Chapter Four, which is the core of the book, is devoted to



the construction of the dynamic parsing model for Mandarin
Chinese. Lexical actions, computational rules and pragmatic
actions appropriate for the parsing of Chinese sentences are
specified. The constraints on the Chinese rules of adjunction,
merge and link are proposed and tested. The lexical actions of
one— place, two— place , three — place verbs, and nouns are
characterized and tested. Unlike the others, we treat
prepositions, such as “BA”, “BEI” and “GEI”, as markers for
the position of a noun phrase in the semantic tree being
constructed. Such a treatment satisfactorily accounts for the
syntactic constraints on noun phrases introduced by these
prepositions and provides a proof for the wvalidity of the
specifications of the actions performed by verbs.

Chapter five is concerned with an application and a test of
the dynamic model constructed in chapter four. On the basis of
the model, the presence or absence of resumptive pronouns in
constructions with a left dislocated argument is explained, and
the grammaticality or ungrammaticality arising from the
presence or absence of pronouns now finds a rigorous proof.
The process of proof depends to a large extent on such rules as
link, adjunction and merge, as well as the constraints imposed
on them. In addition, lexical actions of one— place, two— place
and three — place verbs also contribute to the presence and
absence of pronouns in constructions with left dislocation of an
argument NP, This chapter also argues that the assumptions
made in chapter four about the performance of the general rules
and lexical actions of Chinese verbs and nouns are reasonable
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and reliable. Besides, it makes some modifications for the
model and puts forward a new rule of multi — case variable
substitution to solve the problems posed by the Chinese
constructions called “JianYu”, which are similar to the object
control constructions in Chomsky’s model of Principle and
Parameter Theory.

Chapter six provides a further test for the dynamic parsing
model of Chinese. The focus is shifted to relative and object
clauses. For relative clauses, the lexical actions of the Chinese
relative “DE” are specified following an observation of the
relevant data, and much discussion is made about the locality
constraint. The assumption is that the presence or absence of
pronouns in relative clauses is determined by whether the
unfixed node decorated by the formula value of “DE” can merge
into the proposition structure. It thus follows that much is said
about the conditions that must be met in order for an unfixed
node to be merged into a proposition structure. As for object
clauses, much importance is attached to the so— called strong
crossover effect. The reason why pronouns in object clauses
tend to be optional is that the semantic tree projected by a
sentence containing an object clause does not have a linked
structure and the pronouns in object clauses are free of the
locality constraint.

Chapter seven is a summary of the book.
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AR IR A6 250 R B2 437 (B4R 2001)
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