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Preface 1

Leap and Return

In recent years, the interior and exterior design industry in Zhejiang has been developing rapidly. There are many new construction
projects and the renovation cycle shortens. It brings enormous opportunities for the designers of Zhejiang and we have seen some excellent
designs. Some designers have known to the public and received high remarks.

Since 2003, Zhejiang Survey & Design Association Interior and Exterior Design Committee have held an appraisal for Outstanding
Interior and Exterior Design Awards of Zhejiang for three years in a row. Some good works and their designing institutions and designers
have become known among the general public. In order to praise them, exchange ideas and learn from each other, we therefore compile
and publish some of the award-wining designs in the past three years. These award-wining designs properly integrate the aesthetic taste and
the purpose of environment protection. They reflect the re-creation of architectural spaces and show high cultural taste and creativity.
These designers have saved materials, energy and resources and contributed to building a conservation-minded society and sustainable
development. All these merits were also the criteria for judging the designing works in past years. Given that the economic development
levels were different among regions, the appraisals have taken into account of encouraging and supporting relatively disadvantaged
institutions.

Outstanding Interior and Exterior Design Awards of Zhejiang is a specialized award of Qianjiang Cup (Outstanding Survey & Design)
Construction Project Award of Zhejiang. It is supervised by the Construction Department of Zhejiang and organized and released appraisal
results by Zhejiang Survey & Design Association so the award is a widely recognized one. Over the past three years, the appraisal has been
responded and supported widely by the interior and exterior designing institutions and designers in Zhejiang. I would like to express my
thankfulness to all of them.

Compared with other designing institutions, the designing institutions in Zhejiang are relatively young. However, it is this young team
that shows vigorous energy. The designers have made contributions to the interior and exterior design industry in Zhejiang. They
themselves have also made great progress. After receiving praises, some designers began to summarize their designing practice and explore
designing theories. Though their work is not mature, it eventually started. This is a gratifying pursuit and should be advocated. It is a
common view that “lack of academic foundation leading to a weak design.” For the sake of promoting design and academic research, the
book includes some theses. Most of the authors are teachers from higher educational institutions in Zhejiang Province. When it comes to
the main force of technological research, university teachers have the obligation to be such a force.

Besides some excellent theses, the others are just an academic probe, seeming somewhat lack of broadness and depth. There are some
shortcomings too, e.g., topics are not concentrated; the discussions are not in depth; and the arguments are insufficient. I guess the authors
may be not dedicated themselves to it. We call for young designers reading more academic works, learning some philosophical knowledge
and doing some research so as to upgrade their designing theory based on designing practice, which may help designing practice in return,
Designers should get rid of impatience, improve themselves, promote the academic research of the interior and exterior design industry in
Zhejiang and become a leader in China eventually. I suggest writing theses should be based on one’s own opinions and not copy others,
When the paper is finished, it should be modified for several times so that it can be a well-written paper.

I would like to urge our young designers and myself, regardless of writing or designing, or conducting oneself in society we should be
careful and thoughtful.

Wang Guoliang
At the West Lake during the National Day Holidays of 2005
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Preface 2

Challenges and Opportunities in the New Century
- A Discussion on Interior Design of Zhejiang

The development of information technology in the late years of the 20" century allowed advanced countries to begin a post-industrial
era. However, China is still in an industrial society though information technology has been developing fast in the past five years. Big scale
industrialization is sweeping China. The number of big public construction, commercial buildings and houses are increasing rapidly. The
upsurge of industrialization and information technology creates dual looks of Chinese society and generates tremendous difference and
conflict between designing concepts and aesthetic ideology.

Since the beginning of the 21* century, the idea of interior design has been accepted by our society and the interior design market in
Zhejiang has changed dramatically. On the one hand, traditional design market has been expanded and segmented, e.g., offices are designed
for the purposes of administration, businesses, commerce, industry and loft office; catering services are divided into Chinese restaurant,
western food restaurant, specialized restaurant, Hangzhou cuisine restaurant, upscale restaurant, teahouse, countryside restaurant, chain
restaurant, community restaurant and business restaurant. On the other hand, new markets are emerging, e.g., home interior design,
exterior design and landscape design. Under such circumstances, any designing company is unable to undertake all types of designing
projects. Most designing institutions and designers have adapted themselves to the market and developed a specialized designing area. For
example, some companies keep on designing big-sized public buildings and try to filter in home intérior design market; some companies
shift their focus to home interior design while some specialize in restaurants and recreational places. Such market segmentation improves
the specialty of designs and service quality, facilitates the designing quality and avoids over-competition among high-end designing
institutions.

The development and progress of designing market are seen, from the operation and management of designing companies. Firstly, the
number of contracts with property owners and design biddings has increased significantly. According to the statistics on the contracts of the
big and well-performed designing companies, the rate of signing contracts has reached 95%. Among them, property owners’ contracts
account for 50% approximately, suggesting that high-end designing companies have been free from renovation companies and begun to
communicate with property owners directly. Such a transformation has improved designing guality and profit and accelerated the growth
of designing companies. In recent years, many designing companies have recruited designers and bought offices, showing confidence for the
future. Meanwhile, first-rank construction companies also attach importance to cooperating with designing companies. They act as
middlemen for designing companies and create brands in their cooperation. Therefore, big designing companies generally have their own
construction partners. The mutual benefit allows them to achieve better outcomes in market competition. Moreover, some companies
introduce in competent people and strengthen cooperation with foreign institutions so that their horizon is broadened and management
improved remarkably. According to an incomplete statistics, the number of foreign designing institutions and designers entering into
Zhejiang market has been doubled. Sino-foreign cooperative designing projects have become a major source of revenue. However, due to
the unbalanced regional economy, interior design market has not taken into shape in small cities and towns. The other is that the number
of small-sized studios and unregulated designing companies is high, resulting in a disordered market competition and price war.

Zhejiang is a developed province in China. Many big public buildings provide a market foundation for the development of interior
design industry. According to statistics, the interior design projects for big public projects are undertaken mainly by grade-A designing
institutions. The reason is that the administration for the industry applies a license policy for big projects. Nevertheless, with near 10 years
efforts, many designing institutions have improved in both personnel capability and project management ability. At present, most of the
middle-rank and high-rank interior designers of grade-A designing institutions of Zhejiang have solid knowledge about architecture.
Comprehensive designing institutions usually have their own engineering technology department and are teamed with engineers and
designers in architecture, structure, water supply and drainage, heating, electricity and ventilation. They work with the interior designers,
providing detailed interior construction drawings and equipment installation drawing. These drawings are a part of the interior construction
drawings, becoming documents for construction on the site, and avoid large-scale dismantling during renovation. Such a one-step work



mode lowers construction cost and ensures construction progress. However, the interior design of big projects is inevitably restricted by the
economic development level and designing trend of the period. Plus, some designers lack experience and unable to design for big projects.
Furthermore, many projects are impacted by rough architecture design. Therefore, our designing ability and overall performance cannot
be compared with the world’s advanced level. There are many similar and common designs in the market. Some even look out-of-date and
vulgar. Mr. Fang Zhenghua, a famous designer from Hong Kong used to say: “The interior design of the Mainland use too many gray stones,
aluminum plates, lines, cylindrical posts, lacking creativity and characteristics.” Nonetheless, in the past five years, many outstanding
designing works emerged in Zhejiang, including the symbolic works such as Jiaxing Grand Theater, Wenzhou Youth & Children’s Activity
Center and the Great Hall of the People of Zhejiang. Among them, Jiaxing Grand Theater designed by Chen Yaoguang received the design
triumph of 2004 from Architectural Society of China Interior Design Branch.

Interior design for restaurants and entertainment places would be an area that designers of Zhejiang can compete with international
designers. Their designs are novel, borrowed ideas from the traditional workmanship of the south of the Yangtze River and absorbed the
essence of international interior design, forming unique and diverse styles. In addition, the advanced workmanship and elegant furnishing
have been two magic weapons for designers with local characteristics. Take the interior design of Ouhuazhou Holiday Hotel as an example.
The furnishing is more important and more characteristic than the interior space arrangement. Meanwhile, some designers pay attention
to the application of modern technology in upscale places. For example, Wanjia Denghuo Restaurant used hi-technology to solve lighting
problem. The controllable lighting, sophisticate illumination and appropriate color temperature all reflect the designer’s carefulness and
thoughtfulness.

Hotel design is known as the crown of the interior design. It is not only because the investment in the hotel is huge but also because
the hotel requires higher taste upon design. The designers of Zhejiang have risen up in upscale hotel design in the 21* century because
Guangdong Jimei Design has set a good example for us and also stirred competition in Zhejiang market, e.g., World Trade Hotel Hangzhou
and Ningbo Nanyuan Hotel. But the interior designers of Zhejiang have shown their competitiveness in upscale hotel design. For instance,
Chen Tao Designing Company rose in the market after finishing the renovation of Shaoxing Hotel and Xianheng Restaurant. In addition,
the designers of Zhejiang also designed a large number of influential middle to upscale hotels, e.g., Vocational Training Building of the
Disabled Association of Shaoxing, Zhejiang Grand Hotel, Sunny Hotel, Luzheng Yuelai Inn Keyan and so on. Among them, Luzheng Yuelai
Inn Keyan shows harmonious between furnishing and modern design and received high remarks from the experts of the appraisal team.

Interior design for commercial properties is vigorous in Zhejiang. The renovation upgrade of banks and department stores brings
enormous business opportunities. The typical works include Lane Crawford and Shaoxing Industrial and Commercial Bank.

The uprising of the real estate industry also brings many business opportunities for the market. The estates are mostly invested by
non-state-owned organizations so they pay more attention to the designing quality. As a result, they prefer to work with big designing
companies, e.g., Yinzuo, Ruifeng Building, and Jingyuewan in Hangzhou. In the beginning, property design was mainly interior design for
residential properties and worked in one-to-one mode. Such innumerable small tasks were not appealing to designing institutions but they
did speed up the growth of the residential interior design industry. Nevertheless, such a circumstance changed soon after the popularization
of furnished properties because the scale of the real estate industry and the high-standard supporting facilities for properties requires higher
on design and technology. Therefore, besides home renovation companies undertaking some designing jobs, designing companies and
studios specializing in public buildings have received rich fruits in the interior design for big housing projects due to their all-around skills
and creativity. The typical works include Zhejiang Narada Yinzuo furnished apartments and Hangzhou Ruifeng International Business
Building.

Founded in the beginning of the 21* century and under the leadership of the President Prof. Wang Guoliang and Secretary General
Prof. Jiang Aoshu, Zhejiang Survey & Design Association Interior and Exterior Design Committee is engaged in academic research and
exchange within the industry. The annual academic seminar and routine activities have facilitated the work of the designers of Zhejiang
and promoted technology and traditional culture. The book includes the outstanding designs and theses in 2002, 2003 and 2004. It is a
collection of the works of the designers of Zhejiang and also a summary of the work of our committee. We wish to be supported as ever
and build a better homeland.

Wang Weimin, Jiang Aoshu
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