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Unit 1 Fighting with the
Forces of Nature

Text A The Iy Defender

% Proverb

— Opportunity knocks at the door only once. HLATI %, RAFHRK,

~— Honesty and diligence should be your eternal mates.
WSS B A R BURR K A BB

— Something attempted, something done. 7 22X A H W,

~— Science to the human mind is what air or water is to the body.
B2 TARBHEEWKRSKZFHIA,

% Everyday English

— Are you pulling my leg? /RTEFF LKL ? / FREEIRIRIE?

A: They just discovered gold in my yard!

B: You’re pulling my leg!

— Whatever you say. FfEAR. / #REAREFT,

A:T’ve decided to buy a stereo instead of that used car.

B: Whatever you say—it’s your money.

% Case Study
The Golden Arches(#tJ£i7) Do Not Always Shine

Hong Liu and Jim met on the sport field at the university they both
attended in China. They became language partners, Hong Liu leamning Eng-
lish and Jim learning Mandarin (338 1% ) .

Jim had done Hong Liu a favor by editing(# # ) a paper Hong Liu
wrote in English. Hong Liu had said that he would treat Jim to a restaurant.

“I’d like to take you to McDonald’s”, Hong Liu said enthusiastically
(#15 H ) one day.

“OK.” Jim said, but he was not thrilled (3¢%F )as Hong Liu thought
he would.



Chinese Perspective

McDonald’s was an instant success when it came to China. It almost
always enjoys good business, its weekends seeing people waiting for seats: It
is common to see two or even three groups of people sharing a table. Iis
pricing makes it an expensive restaurant for the salary the average Chinese
makes, being two or three times more expensive than an average Chinese
fast-food restaurant.

Therefore, people think of going to McDonald’ s as some kind of luxury
(%1% ) that one does not enjoy every day. It is considered a nice thing to do
when one takes a friend there. In this case, Hong Liu also takes into con-
sideration the fact that Jim is American, and may enjoy having some food
from home.

North American Perspective

McDonald’ s is one of the most common restaurants in North America,
and has been part of popular culture since the 1960s. Children love going to
McDonald’ s because of the taste of the food, its bright décor( % 2 &
), and special treats that come with many children’s meals. The icon( &
#5 ) for McDonald’s, the clown(/NF1) Ronald McDonald, is a favorite char-
acter for children and one of the most widely recognized “personalities” in
North America. Many McDonald’ s also have special play places or outdoor
playground equipment for children. Most adults now prefer to avoid eating at
McDonald’ s unless they are treating their children. The one exception might
be at breakfast, when some people like to stop at McDonald’ s drive-through
(A 25 B0 AT 78 21 IR 45 B 1 5R468 775 ) windows for a quick coffec
and breakfast sandwich. With the exception of their French fries, which
many people consider to be the best of all fast food restaurants, McDonald’
s food is not seen as being very good compared to its competitors. In fact,
McDonald’ s has become a cliché ( B4 17 1% 18 ) for mass produced, boring
food.

% Background of the Song

The song is based on a true story. It tells the tale of the sinking of ship
called the Edmund Fitzgerald that was caught in a storm on Lake Superior
back in November 1997, with the loss of all on board.

% Warm-up Questions
—— Are you a lover of nature? Why or why not?
(Hints: colorful; diverse; splendid; wonderful; sea; river; mountain;
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snow; tree; butterfly; bird; essential part of life; green sea of grass and
leaves; splendid color of sunset; fresh scent of spring; give people peace
of mind; blooming flowers, etc. )

— What are natural disasters? Describe a disaster you have read or heard
ahout.
(Hints: earthquake; flood; volcanic eruption; wild fire; drought;
flood; typhoon; tornado; force of nature; beyond the control of humans;
human faults; cause great damage; claim hundreds of thousands of lives;
leave thousands of people homeless; devastating; bleak; conquest;
lightning ; toll ; casualty, etc.)

* Word Study

in the case of as far as ... is concerned &F ; ¥t - Kk
[ 4] The rse in interest rate will be disastrous in the case of
small firms. FIZRAEY_EFH3F /A BIRUEKR B KPR
The law will apply equally to men and women except in the
case of matemnity leave.

BRI RN, WA LRI RS T Bt

(¥ B] in case LABH; RIGE; %%
in case of {4 ;77—

(Bl X38]] as for; as to; as regards

stand/get/be in the way to prevent from doing something $43& , 118

[# #%J] Many teachers complain that they can’t make any improve-
ment in teaching methods as the existing exam system is in
the way. IF ZHMABERBHTATERRLENE
B, T I R B2 I ik LSRR
I don’t think kids have as much fun as we used to. Fierce
competition keeps getting in the way of their development.
RN ZFIIREERRRAITT I 2H B,
WENRZES LR T 1R R

(3" 8] by the way M55 ; (4R
by way of IRZ
go out of one’s way /R fj
have it both ways BHIER PG H A%
mend one's ways BABIHIE
out of the way R H#I; FH B
set in one’s ways |H~J MEM
to my way of thinking #XTRFH ¥

devastating  adj. D causing a lot of damage or destruction 8t K ¥,
BR R 3E



[#] 4J] A smoldering cigarette can kindle a devastating bushfire.
PIRE KB R ST | BB KRR KA,
If the bomb had exploded in the main shopping area, it
would have been devastating.
TSR KRS RV R IE RIS , S5 R R KR
[[F} Xia]] disastrous; destructive
(® making someone very shocked 4 A B
[# 4] You look devastating in that new dress.
WREREHKRE EEXERHKT
His jokes were completely devastating. flFIETEERER T o
[JRAEA]]  devastate v. {1 8% K
devastated adj. HREANLH; BT IEALE
devastation n. SIf
raw adj. (D not cooked or processed il T Y ;4=
[# /%]] This cutting board is only used to cut raw meat.
XAARIE AR TI A Y
Industrial plants processed the raw material into finished
products for export and for domestic consumption.
T 4BIEA RN TR JE AT O F ey,
@ cold and wet FH¥ 1)
(#) “4]] The events took place on a raw February moming.
FHREEZAM—IHAKER,
It has been a wet raw winter. H{E—NFELHBHIL K,
bleak adj. D cold and unpleasant BH ¥ i
(#1 4]] The house stands on a bleak, windswept moor.
AR 55 T Hu AL BRVR I TE SRR B A1, RBAE R,
The bleak winter wind made him shiver.
FIBHZERE B E TR,
@ there is little or no hope for the future BFTEEEN ;S AJHEH
[#] #4J] Frank presented a bleak picture of the overall economic situ-
ation and call for radical measures. 2 TTRHB T X TF&
TEFPRIHS AT TR RT R B BIR R
The future of this firm will be very bleak indeed if they can’t
devise new models of products. X7\ ] 41 R AN EE BT
G, AT MR R IE R
launch  v. @ to start FFH
[#1 %] The miners launched a strike. IR T—HET,
The government has launched a campaign to crack down on
smuggling. BIFE R KT —FITHEMRED,

@ to send something on its course & &
4



[#] 4%]] Beginning in the early 1960s, humans launched probes to
explore other planets. F7E 20 42 60 FEA NN K 4T
THRUBERRHMES,

On October 4, 1957, Soviet scientists launched the world’s
first artificial satellite. FERF}2EZK T 1957 £ 10 H 4 H
ZHTHR FE—FAERTE,
Many countries launched missiles into outer space.
WEZEREFHEFE T K=,
[([@ Xi"]] set afloat; set going
campaign n. a series of military operations or planned activities with a
particular aim &% ;i3]

[#] 4J] Hitler's advisers tried to persuade him to avoid the risks of a
winter campaign in the Soviet Union and wait until spring.
o 280 0 o i 1 R e g At A B B TE A R & B 95K A
&, MEFHNFEKX,

The government has launched a campaign against corruption.
B RE T RBRES,
v. to organize a series of activities to try to achieve something S5 3

[# W®C] campaign for/against sth.

[# 4)] He hasn’t decided whether to campaign for the senate.
R RE R TS ME WAL,

The union leaders are campaigning for better working condi-
tions. LU AIERME LAEFKAMEBNIES,
We have campaigned against whaling for the last 15 years.
RATBOE 15 F—HS MR XTHHMIES o
border n. D the line that divides one country from another 153 (#1[X)
[#] %3] The train crosses the border between France and Spain.
P SF B E PP R
The two countries have had frequent border disputes.
75 [ 2 1R 3 S 3 A i SR  i
[[RiA)] frontier; frontier line; boundary
) ?Q stl;izp;. gat goes around or along the edge of something, often as decoration
[#] /4] The dress was white with a delicate lace border.
AR ERER A O, IHREELED,
She got a pillowcase with a lace border in her birthday.
A B A RHRICE] T — MR I It E,
v. to share a border with another country Hi{4J ; 1515

[# /%)] The United States borders on/upon Canada.

FESIEEE,



efficient adj. O producing a satisfactory result without wasting time or
resources X3 & i ;
[# 4] The town’s drainage is very efficient.
BHHPKRRE T8
The new machine is far more efficient than the old one.
BFULE LIS B ERRE,
@ (of persons) able to work well ( A)FBESTHY
[# 4J] The hotel staff is friendly and efficient.
X IE AR 55 5L S BER S T LR AR
Most people tend to think they are so efficient at their job
that they are irreplaceable.
REHAERIN N B OARE TAERE T, BTARBBUR AT,
[ XiA]]  inefficient adj. BZREAY
[[A#RiA]]  efficiency n. 303, %68, Thak
conquest n. [C] conquering; defeat fiE iR
[#] 4]] The Romans extended their conquests to Britain.
Z 5 NIBAE RV B Y KB T AR38,
'Ihe rich and handsome young man made a conquest of Jeanne.
XA ?&WK%@B’J@'&A%@T%@EE‘J%‘%O
The pianist made a conquest of every audience for which she
played. XOINFRLAMBITESRAER T B — W R,
[FHRIE]  conquer v. 54; H5T ;AR
conqueror n. fEMRE , MEF|H
decisive  adj. producing a definite result or conclusion; having or showing
the ability to decide quickly P HERY ; RITHY
[#] %3] A decisive person is needed to deal with the situation.
R X — R R E— N RRRWHA
My words had been decisive. At least they put an end to the
discussion.
REERTREEEM EOMIIREITE
[FISA])  critical; crucial
[RXi8]) indecisive adj. EPREHER; BB
[EMBiE]  decide v. BLE; Kk
decision n. PLIE; ol BT, RE
retreat  v. to move back or withdraw when faced with danger or difficulty
o, B
[# F] retreat from. . .to. ..
[# 4] After a fierce battle, the troops retreated from the South to
the North. —3Z BN IR 2 5 3R BA MBS EIAL
Attacks by enemy aircraft forced the tanks to retreat from the



city to the countryside.
BAMZFEAEHTMIRTRE S o

We adopted the following strategies: When the enemy ad-
vance, we retreat; when they retreat, we pursue.

BATRG T LT MR Bt RIB ; BB B

n. [C] a move back by soldiers or an ammy, either because they have been
defeated or in order to avoid fighting #{iR

(# ml

(% 4]

in full retreat 22 AR

make a retreat (iR

beat a retreat fTIR EH, BFEAT

be beyond retreat ¥ H S5 IR HY A fE
blow/sound the/a retreat 19§ i 52

cover the retreat PR

cut off the retreat ZRNTIR B

The army was in full retreat. FRBA LGB
We made a retreat at/to a monastery in Wales.

HATE B BUR LRI B HEBEE

be/get bogged down to be unable to make progress 3 AJBIE ; ARERT
[#] /%]] The truck got bogged down in the mud. KZEMEHIRIE F,

The talks with the union leaders bogged down on the ques-
tions of wages.

ML ARRAELE FE LBATER.

engage v. (D to interest someone in something and keep them thinking

(% 4]
[# B)
(5 a]

about it G| FEANIERS
The book engaged my full attention.

BABBRZERIMET .

It is a movie that engages both the mind and the eye.
EXR—EHSAFKOCREBAME

engage (sb.) in sth. (fFFEA) NFHH

The teacher tried to engage the shy boy in conversation.
ZIHAR I EEARAFER/ANB BMEPHE,

Even in prison, he continued to engage in criminal activities.

findt Z7E MR BLR 7E MU SRR 30

@ 1o begin fighting with somebody 53 A3z %

(51 4]

[VRA: 7]

The commander ordered the soldiers to engage the enemy im-
mediately. R E WS LB ZSHAHITR .

The two troops engaged in a narrow valley.

P T— MR

engaged adj. 1LRREY ;{8 I H

engagement n. & ;i H ;3K



be faced with  to have to deal with Tl ; EXT
(%] %] We will be faced with a situation we can’t control.
AR H G — P EEEH K RTE,
The librarians were faced with the huge task of listing all the
books.
BB B A T S A B SIS R B RS
(" B face to face XTI H
face up to B BUH XA (R 4327 )
in the face of 7£-+ TR ; K& , ABL
make a face at [ - i LG
on the face of it ARH _FXFE
put a good face on it FAEFATHEF
save one’s face 1 [5] H T
crucial  adj. very important ZEXEHE)
[# ] be crucial to/for sth.
it is crucial + that-clause( EHUESR)
[# 4]] These negotiations are crucial to the future of our firm.
RERAXTRAVA AR EREE,
Improved consumer confidence is crucial to economic recovery.
WERERENEONEFEAREXEEMN,
It is crucial that the problem be tackled immediately.
SEZ DR R AR A,
[[F)37]  critical; important; decisive
gamble n. a risk that might result in loss of money or failure & & ; B
1%, F70%
[ B)] takea gamble
[ 4] 1 think she’s taking a gamble investing all her money in stocks.
RN HIEETA M ERE R BB L REE R,
Her publishers knew they were taking a gamble when they a-
greed to publish such an unusual novel. i &8 4]
RO — AR FH N/ MLEEE R
[FICA]]  risk; stake
v. @ to do something risky that might result in loss of money or failure,
hoping to get money or achieve success £ ; PRixE—HF
[# HB] gamble (sth.) on sth./doing sth. § - IR 5+ - BIIE S,
(1 4] Hes gambling his reputation on this deal.
b fE LA B 2 A X B B,
He gambled on being able to buy a ticket at the last minute.
Rz R B EREHZILIE,
[ [F] 3¢ ] speculate; risk; bet; try one’s luck
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