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not a place where you would come for a luxorious
holiday. The accommodation is clean and
functional, the pubs and nightclubs, although
friendly, are not cutting edge. But then, people do
not come here for the nightlife and luxury. Most
visitors want to see the Maoi, the famous Easter
Island statues which date back some 1000 years.
Hundreds of the statues dot the island. Each of them
is unique—differing in expression, height or
weight,

With the soft volcanic rock, the statues would
have been relatively easy to carve. Transporting
the giants to their final vantage points, sometimes
up to 20km away, without damaging them was the
tricky part.

For centuries the mystery of how the island-
ers managed to do this and, just as importantly,
why they bothered, has been hotly debated.

To some the answer was obvious: extra-
terrestrials had visited the island and formed the
statues in their own shape. Others, notably the
famed Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahi, looked
for a more mundane explanation. He proved that
the maois could be erected and transported across
the island if they were relled on logs.

The only problem with Heyerdahl's proposal
was that ever since the Dutch landed on the island
on Easter Sunday, 1722 the European and American
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