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Last fall, after the rice harvest, Piano was created by his master. His
body was made up of long, strong straws. His clothes were old. but clean.
His pants were decorated with shining sequins. He looked grand.

“What a good-looking scarecrow!” everyone said. His

master was proud of himself.
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Piano was very popular in the village. He not only looked nice, but also had
a good temper.
However, he had a weakness: he had no selt-confidence. Whenever his

master wanted him guard the rice fields, he pouted, tears coming out of his eyes.

and said, “I can't do a good job. I can't.” | =
Soon people started calling him “Mr. Can't.” Q/ ;
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Finally spring came. It was the sowing season.

The master remembered Piano. So he went to the fi-
cld and brought Piano home. After the winter. Piano loo-
ked very worn out. The master stuffed h1m '
straws, and put clean clothes on hi .
even bcllu~lokmé Ihﬂbefom-' }f -

'ith new rice
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The master brought Piano to the ficld, and said. “Piano. this year

we all depend on you. If you do not chase those sparrows away, we will
not have a good rice harvest. Then we would have no food. Do you
understand?”

So the master went off, leaving Piano in the middle of the field. “]
can't.” Piano said. as his master walked away. “I am afraid. I can't do

it.
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at the golden ﬁeld P1ano becam;_
rows were coming to eat the rice.
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The villagers wanted to find out whether Piano could help his master or not.

Every day someone came to the field to visit Piano. For instance. gossipy
Mrs. Squirrel came several times a day. And unfriendly Mr. Ficld Mouse,
who had a bad opinion of Piano, came and scratched near Piano's feet. One

time. he almost pulled Piano's pants down.
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One day, worrying about the sparrows, Piano could not help himself and
cried.

He cried so hard that his tears wet the ground.

“Why are you so broken-hearted, Piano?”asked Grandpa Frog. who had

Just moved to the village. Grandpa Frog was kind and considerate. Everyone
liked him.




