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PREFACE

This book ( Soil Science) is one of the textbooks planned by Ministry of
Education in its Tenth Five-Year Programme. It is written and designed for use in
the speciality of forestry and resource & environment. We were assigned the task of
writing in 2002 and held the editing meeting in April 2003 in Beijing that was
attended by all compilers from more than ten forestry universities or the speciality of
forestry. The outline was established in the meeting. The arrangement of the system
and the choice of the contents are based on the assignment and research object of
agrology and the teaching plan and requirements of the speciality.

The publication is based on the textbook for trial which was edited by Beijing
Forestry College in 1982. With the development of education, scientific research and
practice in forestry, the original contents have to be improved in order to satisfy the
needs of teaching, scientific research and production. On the basis of the framework
of the 1982 edition, the revised textbook contains the latest theories and
achievements made in agrology in the late 20 years. Some original contents are
modified and new contents are added. For example, Part IV discusses the usage and
management of soil resource, including soil degradation, its quality and
classification. In the meantime, the analyses of soil and plant nutrition and forest
fertilization are emphasized. The book is hoped to achieve a higher level and can
reflect the development of the discipline.

Contents include introduction and four parts (16 chapters). The compilers and
their achievements are as follows: introduction and chapter 1 were edited by Sun
Xiangyang from Beijing Forestry University; chapter 2 was edited by Tan Xiao from
Beijing Forestry University; chapter 3 by Jiang Peikun from Zhejiang Forestry
College; chapter 4 by Xiang Fengwu from Beihua University; chapter 5 by Li
Huizhuo from Hebei Agricultural University; chapter 6 by Nie Lishui from Beijing
Forestry University; chapter 7 by Xie Zhengsheng from South China Agricultural
University ; chapter 8 by Chen Jinlin from Nanjing Forestry University; chapter 9 by
Geng Zengchao from Northwest Agricultural and Forestry University; chapter 10 by
Cui Xiaoyang from Northeast Forestry University; chapter 11 by Dr. Scott X. Chang
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from University of Alberta, Canada and Sun xiangyang, Tan Xiao from Beijing
Forestry University; chaptér 12 by Yu Yuanchun from Nanjing Forestry University;
chapter 13 by Li Yuejin from Inner Mongolia Agricultural University; chapter 14 by
He Wenshou from Ningxia University; chapter 15 by Wang Haiyan from Beijing
Forestry University; chapter 16 by Geng Yuqing from Beijing Forestry University.
The whole book is integrated by Prof. Sun Xiangyang.

The textbook was revised by Prof. Wang Qiubing from Shenyang Agricultural
University and Prof. Zhang Xianyi from Nanjing Forestry University. Thanks go to
them for their precious suggestions. We also thank Huang Haiying and Zhang Rong
from Teaching Administration Office of Beijing Forestry University, who made great
efforts for the publication of the book. Dr. Tan Xiao translated Chapter 11 into
Chinese. | '

Welcome any comments on the textbook.

Sun Xiangyang
Beijing, May 2004
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