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Unit

Text A

CYBERSPACE: IF YOU DON’T LOVE IT, LEAVE IT

INTRODUCTION TO THE AUTHOR

Esther Dyson was born in 1951 in Zurich, Switzerland. She grew up in
Princeton, New Jersey, and received a2 B. A. from Harvard. Dyson is the
editor and publisher of the widely respected computer newsletter Release 1. 0
which circulates to 1,600 computer industry leaders, She is the chairperson of
the Electronic Frontier Foundation, an industry-financed civil liberties watch-
dog group. Dyson is also the organizer and moderator of the annual Personal
Computer Forum. “ Cyberspace: If You Don’t Love It, Leave It” appeared in
the New York Times Magazine(July 1995).

LANGUAGE POINTS OF TEXT A

1. Cyberspace: 1f You Don’t Love It, Leave It
Cyberspace generally refers to the Internet and the information contained

on it,



2. (Para. 1) Something in the American psyche loves new frontiers.

To explore the unknown zone is something deeply rooted in the American
spirit.

Psyche n. .

one’s mind and deepest feelings and attitudes .5

e. g. His exploration of the myth brings insight into the American psyche.

st APt ANAATEBANER,

frontier n.

* an international border EHR . EZ (6 M H L

¢ the area along an international border #i%: WE RN HK

* a region just beyond or at the edge of a settled area & HHF: RIFIAE
H BAR S 7E B 5 8 b X B 3t T

* an undeveloped area or field for discovery or research JF & #b X i % .
AR T RPN KX i X 5% 40 8%

Here it refers to the area for discovery. 73384 £ IF % 05405 .

e. g. theories on the frontier of astrophysics

X T RS A FHARRY L

3. (Para. 1) We hanker after wide-open spaces. ..

hanker v. hankering, hankers

* to have a strong, often restless desire(synonym: yearn) B . F iR 5|
L FEHEH(SB N yearn)

hanker vi. (45 for, after, or + inf D EHE; &k

e. g. to hanker for knowledge

B 2R SR

4. (Para. 2)... cyberspace now embraces every conceivable constituency :
schoolchildren, flirtatious singles. . .

Cyberspace has reached all kinds of people like schoolchildren, individuals
fond of attracting the attention of the opposite sex... “Singles” here means
individuals.

embrace v,

* clasp or hold close with the arms, usually as an expression of affection
Vi FIREIE R B Seg, ERENERNERR

e. 8. The child embraced his parents.

XEFHET L,

« 2 .



e. g. Kate and Lena embraced and kissed each other when they met again
after ten years.

PR ERT S EEENMEIREED,

e. g. She embraced her son tenderly when he came home after ten years’
absence.

WILFERTFEa L FEmEiaelT.,

e. g. They embraced.

CXUE R E R

- %, 848

e. g. This book embraces many subjects.

W aiEHF B AM,

e. g. The article embraces many important points of the government
reconstruction plan.

XFEFPORBMEETRNGH I EE,

o KAl %

e. g. He embraced my offer to employ him.

Rl & R HBARRRAA,

constituency n.

* a group served by an organization or in stitution; a clientele [, —
AR BT IR S MR B %

e. g. The magazine changed its format to appeal to a broader constituency.

BAREATREGE ZEFHoRAEI TR,

flirtatious adj.

¢ full of playful allure A L1ER: EHEMELKER

e. g. a flirtatious glance

Heid M6y —

5. (Para, 2) Or will our fear of kids surfing for dirty pictures behind
their bedroom doors provoke a crackdown?

Should we ban (the cyberspace as a punishment) simply because we are
afraid that our kids might hunt for some pornographic pictures to read on the net?

crackdown n.

* an act or example of forceful regulation, repression, or restraint 4
B REUGHEREE . AR IR L5

e. g. a crackdown on crime



* 42 3B 3 AT H 3

6. (Para . 4 ) Unfortunately, it’ s those places that are now capturing the
popular imagination, places that of fer bomb-making instructions, pornogra-
phy... It’s a pity that when the general public think about (the cyberspace),
things that would first come to their mind are usually those places which

" provide information on how to make bombs, dirty pictures ...

pornography n.

* pictures, writing, or other material that is sexually explicit and some-
times equates sex with power and violence @®{FHEE . HE T 4B LHET
MER . HEEE TR, RERSEEEERR TR MR D

* the presentation or production of this material 1% % ¥ & & 17 3 H1E

7. (Para.4) They make cyberspace sound like a nasty place.

nasty adj.

* unit morally offensive; indecent BZEH; THH . HE LV ZHBKRY

* malicious; spiteful EEH; BRI

e. g. “Will he say nasty things at my funeral?” (Ezra Pound)

R RERGEL LA -2 TBETHHERCREE - B

¢ very unpleasant or annoying {8 AARMRE ; FAK : JEH B ASHHR
HEAESH

e. g. nasty weather; a nasty trick

SATRBRMYRE; SAALERNIKS

8. (Para. 5) But before using regulations to counter indecency it is
fundamental to interpret the nature of cyberspace.

“Counter” was used as verb in the text. If we want to fight against those
offensive tendencies (on the net) with certain rules, we have to first of all
understand the characteristics of cyberspace,

counter adj.

e contrary; opposing MR, X378

e. g. moves and counter moves on the checkerboard

AEREBRBRELTEBH

countef n.

* one that is an opposite X3 H: BHRHARY

* (sports) a boxing blow given while receiving or parrying another
UaFiZza] & 2HEHNEZDNBRTT—H T #THE S

. 4 .



counter v. countered, countering, counters

counter vt.

e to meet or return (a blow) by another blow Ki, B

e to move or act in opposition to; oppose K MBzh, X&HET; KA

* to offer in response JXEX, [H]%&

e. g. countered that she was too busy to be thorough

BB BLA K R T AT A F R KR

counter vi.

* to move, act, or respond so as to be in opposition HE B, HETF;
&5

counter adv.

* in a contrary manner or direction [ZJF[aiHl, FH/RHL, Xt 7 Hb

* to or toward an opposite or dissimilar course or outcome ¥ 18 T St Mt .
6} & MR A [ iR a4 R it

e. g. a method running counter to traditional techniques

544G A K E R F ik

interpret v.

here means understand

e. g. Both approaches agree on what is depicted in the poem, but not on
how it should be interpreted.

HTHETHABLORE, AFLERLEL -, 2 FixFEReTER,
AL R — B,

e translate orally 3%

e. 8. The chambermaid spoke little English, so her husband came with her
to interpret.

AEERAORBFEINLFRLHEE, AL X o —Rid R o %
#1F,

9. (Para.6) What makes cyberspace so alluring is precisely the way in
which it’ s dif ferent from shopping malls, television, highways and other
terrestrial jurisdictions. '

The attraction of the cyberspace comes exactly from its (unique) style
which differs from shopping malls, television, highways and other organiza-
tions on the earth. The word “jurisdiction” here refers to any institutes or

organizations that enjoy the power or authority.



Jjurisdiction n.

* (law) the right and power to interpret and apply the law [#:#]) &l
B, B mBRALEZERERORN

e. g. courts having jurisdiction in this district

BEERR A S ERG KR

o authority or control & ¥EAN B3 H N

e. g. islands under U. S, jurisdiction; a bureau with jurisdiction over
Native American affairs

FERTHGHY, AP FRAGESATHERG—AH

¢ the extent of authority or control PR : FiERIEH KEE

e. g. a family matter beyond the school’s jurisdiction

EFREBRARZIIIHERF S :

* the territorial range of authority or control #8X i, W4 K H IR

10. (Para.7) These are private and consensual and require no regulation
at all.

No regulation is needed here because they (private e-mail conversations)
are personal affairs and there is a tacit agreement between the two parties
involved.

consensual  adj.

* of or expressing a consensus —H[EEHN . —BRBHXER—HFE
By

e. g. a consensual decision

—HREHRE

* (law) existing or entered into by mutual consent without formalization
by document or ceremony [#k&) WEFEN. REXHHF& Lk
T A2 X T R BT 7= A B L Y

e. g. a consensual marriage; a consensual contract

I B & G HEIE ;. W F iR AR 8 B

* involving the willing participation of both or all parties, especially in an
illegal transaction or practice HEZB5K . WHFRFESFBEAES5M, &
BEEKRZGHITHF

e.g. the consensual crimes of prostitution, drug abuse, and illegal gambling

F2.BERFEREFRELE

11. (Para. 8) Second, there are information and entertainment services,

6 .



where people can download anything from legal texts and lists of “great new
restaurants” to game software or dirty pictures.

Notice “where” (instead of “which”) is used here after “service”, because
service here actually refers to the different websites (or the imagined areas
which are devoted to different topics on the net). “Great new restaurants” is a
metaphor indicating the different websites (net services) which offer all kinds
of entertainments.

12. (Para. 10) Overall, the communities on CompuServe tend to be more
professional; those on America Online, affluent young singless Prodigy,
family-oriented.

Generally speaking, people visiting CompuService usually are those profession-
als; those visiting America Online are very rich young people; while those visiting
Prodigy, are mostly those who are concerned about families. “Prodigy” here
should be referring to a website which focuses on the talented children (1%
), since it is capitalized and comes within the parallel structure which starts
with a website and ends with an introduction to its potential visitors.

prodigy n. [E ] prodigies

* a person with exceptional talents or powers XA : BEH B HE KRR
HEHA

e. g. a prodigy who had learned several foreign languages by the age of five

—AESHRFLTILINSESEA

-oriented

* a suffix added to nouns and adverbs to form adjectives which describe
what someone or something is primarily interested or concerned with.

0 7E 45 17 SR B3R fE S BB AR, BER . ‘- R R Rm”

e. g. a market-oriented economy

VAT 3 K 6 6 2 5

e. g. politically-oriented music

ABEREHEF R

13. (Para. 11) What’s unique about cyberspace is that it allows communi-
ties of any size and kind to flourish. -

What marks the cyberspace is that it enables any kind of group, big or
small, to grow.

flourish  v(vi). flourished, flourishing, flourishes



e to grow well or luxuriantly; thrive 8. £ KBHFHERE; KK
e. g. The crops flourished in the rich bottomland.
Ve By J2 R IK 89 7T AR A K ¥R
* to do or fare well; prosper LITERUFEBLF; KFE
e. g. “No village on the railroad failed to flourish.” (John Kenneth
Galbraith)
“ARBHEBGHERRER."(DH - FRLE - mRHEFH)
¢ to be in a period of highest productivity, excellence, or influence &
K, % £ FBE~. BEFHBEAEROHH
e. g an anonymous poet who flourished in the tenth century; painted
when Impressionism was flourishing
—HERETHEGALERA; EFRIXREHGHBH S
* to make bold, sweeping movements E$%; 8 BEW . BH - sE
e. g. The banner flourished in the wind.
RRET T H,
14. (Para. 12) ... we will have invented another world of sel f-contained
communities that. . .
self-contained  adj.
* constituting a complete and independent unit in and of itself B 2K,
MILH . TR . BT ARy
e. g. a self-contained retirement community; a self-contained dictionary
BIARMBRAA; RIRENFR
* not dependent on others; self-sufficient HAHEK . RIKB T4 R
B M B RM
e. g. a self-contained settlement in the Arctic
AL BRGERE
15. (Para. 16) Growing up means understanding that there are no perfect
answers , no all-purpose.solutions. . .
all-purpose  adj.
BHAM; ETE&MAZN
e. g. an all-purpose detergent
i@ A 3% )
e. g. an all-purpose knife
vk AN
. 8 .



THE GIST OF THE ARTICLE

This article mainly answers three questions:

What is the nature of cyberspace?

What does cyberspace comprise?

Should cyberspace be regulated? If so, how should it be regulated?

In paragraphs 1 to 5, the author defines the nature of cyberspace by
comparing it with real estate. According to the author, cyberspace is like real
estate consisting of many different areas such as parkland, shopping mall,
school district, church, state and drugstore. Cyberspace also consists of differ-
ent places, each place catering to the tastes and interests of a particular group
of people. It is up to the individual to decide which area to go to, Unfortunately,
some places are not suitable for children; others are nasty places that good
citizens should avoid. Therefore, many people think that cyberspace should be
regulated.

Paragraphs 6 to 10 discuss what cyberspace comprises? According to the
author, cyberspace comprises three parts. First, there are e-mail conversa-
tions. Second, there are information and entertainment services. Third, there
are communities in which individuals can choose to participate. If they are not
interested in a particular cyberspace community and its rules, they can simply
leave it.

The author argues in paragraphs 11 to 16 that, besides government regulations,
cyberspace communities should also rule themselves by setting and enforcing their
own community standards. Some communities are already doing so.

The author admits at the end of the article that cyberspace, like any
terrestrial place, is not a perfect place; it has its own problems, but individuals
can exercise their freedom to choose what suits them: they can have individual

choice and responsibility.

KEY TO LEAD-IN QUESTIONS

1. Match the terms with the definitions

1) cyberspace: The Internet and the information on it (e)



2) cyberspace community: A group of people with similar interests and
tastes communicating among themselves on the Internet (f)

3) e-mail; Messages that computer users send to each other via a modern
and servers on the Internet (b)

4) the Internet/Net: A network of computers through which people with
a computer and a modem can exchange messages (c)

5) surfing the Internet: L.ooking for information on the Internet (a)

6) website; The place where screens of information are found on the
Internet(d)

2. & 3. Answers can be diverse.

4. The title “Cyberspace: If You Don’t Love It, Leave It” consists of two

“

parts divided by a The first part tells us the subject of the article; the

second part indicates choice: love it, or leave it. You have complete freedom.

¢+ KEY TO EXERCISES

I . Reading comprehension

A. Read the text and answer the following questions.

The answers provided here are only for reference.

1. Americans love new frontier. For example, they hanker after wide-
open spaces; they like to explore; they like to make rules but refuse to follow
them.

2. Cyberspace.

3. Real estate, because both real estate and cyberspace consist of different
parts, and each part is suitable for a particular group of people.

4. Yes, but first, it is fundamental to understand the nature of cyber-
space.

5. Self-rule.

6. E-mail conversations, information and entertainment services, cyber-
space communities. .

7. People of similar interests and tastes form a community. For example,
communities on CompuServe tend to be professional; those on America Online
are affluent young singles. . .

8. It allows communities of any size and kind to flourish. Cyberspace rules

. 10 -



have moral authority that terrestrial government don’t have.

9. Communities cater to their own member’s inclination,

10. Their own local government besides terrestrial government.

11. Banning them and using labels and automatic filters to get rid of
them. Yes.

12. No, it is not. People are excited about it because it offers a lot of
information and freedom. '

B. Global understanding and appreciation of the text.

1. The analogy between real estate and cyberspace

Real Estate Cyberspace

parkland, church common land
shopping mall, drugstore private and rented out
red-light zone places to be avoided
school district places for children

Main point: A real estate is made up of different areas, and it recognizes
the differences between these parts. The same is true of cyberspace. So when
the author suggests that we think of cyberspace as a real estate, she is using a
good analogy.

2. Different parts in cyberspace, their corresponding similes and charac-

teristics:

Parts Similes Characteristics

. . . They are private, consensual
e-mail conversations telephone conversations

and require no regulation.

information and entertain- | bookstore, malls, movie | Items are not given if not

ment services houses requested.

Rules are being imposed to
. bars, restaurants,
cyberspace communities keep out unwanted ads,
bathhouses

discussions and participants.

3. Difference between the rules of a terrestrial government and those of a
cyberspace community.

The rules of a terrestrial government: People can not choose their own com-
munity; they are forced to be a member of a certain community just because

they happen to be born live in a place. Rules of a terrestrial government do not

0110



