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The storm had lasted for almost a week
and it was getting worse. Our ship had been
blown far off course and we were lost. Sud-
denly there came a cry of “Land ho! "—but at
that moment the ship struck a rock and began
to sink.

Up on deck we could hear the sound of
shouts and running footsteps. | made my way
up to the deck only to see, through the spray,
the last of the ship’s boats casting offl We
had been forgotten! | rushed to the side and
shouted, but the sailors could not hear my
voice over the noise of the storm.

By now the ship was stuck fast on the
rocks. It was no longer in danger of sinking,
so | returned to my family to calm their fears.
We spent the night listening to the storm,
which gradually died away. Next morning all
was quiet. The wind had dropped, and the
sea was caim.
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Since all the boats had gone, we would
have to make one. We searched the ship,
and found food, tools, guns and even some
animals — two dogs, some sheep, cows,
goats, hens and a pig! My wife fed the ani-
mals while my sons, Fritz, Ermest, Jack and
little Francis, helped me to make a boat out of
planks and barrels.

Early next morning we launched our
strange boat and siowly paddled to the nearby
island. We called it New Switzerland, after
our homeland. Tall palm trees swayed in the
breeze and beneath them the grass was rich
and green.

After offering up a short prayer thanking
God for our safe arrival, we began unioading
the boat. Later we built a tent from poles and
a piece of sailcloth. While the children were
collecting dry grass and moss for our beds, |
made a fireplace using stones from the beach
and lit a fire. My wife put a large stewpot on
the flames and began cooking our dinner.
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Then the children went exploring. Jack
found an enormous lobster in a pool—or rather
it found him! It grabbed him by the leg and |
had to stun it with my axe. Ernest gathered
mussels and oysters from the rocks, and later
we used the shells as spoons. Fritz took one of
the guns and went hunting. He came back
with a small wild pig and the news that chest
and barrels from the ship had been washed up
in one of the bays.

That night we slept well. When Fritz and |
went exploring next day with one of the dogs,
called Turk, we found many strange plants
and fruits. Some of the fruits were like large
nuts and we spent some time making dishes
and bowls out of them.

By mid-day we had climbed to the top of a
steep hill from which we could see the whole
of the island, which was much bigger than we
expected. So much was growing that we knew
that we would never starve.
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In the swampy land at the bottom of the
hill | discovered sugar cane growing. As we
were gathering a large bundle to take back, a
tribe of monkeys started to scream at us.

Suddenly | had an idea. Picking up a
large stone, | threw it into the trees, and the
monkeys flew into a rage and threw coconuts
at us.

| picked up some of the nuts, Fritz
gathered up the sugar cane, and we set off
back to the family.

As we went through a wood we came
upon a dead monkey with a live baby clinging
to it. As Fritz knelt beside them, the baby
sprang onto his back and held on tightly to his
hair. The baby monkey was very frightened
and would not let go until | calmed it down by
gently stroking it.

Fritz carried the little animal, but soon he
got tired since we had so many other things to
carry. Then he had an idea. He took a
piece of rope and put it round Turk’ s neck,
then set the little monkey upon his back
where it rode all the way home.
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The family were delighted with the things
we had found, and they all ioved our new
pet.

My wife had a fine meal waiting for us.
She was roasting a large bird that Francis had
killed, and she had made a huge pot of soup.

Next day we decided to return to the
wreck, for there were still many useful things
aboard. My wife and the younger children
stayed ashore while Fritz and | rowed back to
the ship. First we fed the animals we had left
aboard and then we searched the ship from
top to bottom. We loaded our little boat so
heavily that it sank low in the water.

Night fell quickly, so we stayed there
until the following day. Our next problem was
how to get the animals ashore, for we knew
that they would not be able to swim all that
way. After some thought, we tied small casks
to them, pushed them into the sea, and
towed them ashore behind our boat.
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