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Preface

Ever since China embarked on its campaign of opening and
reform, Zhejiang Province has witnessed rapid economic growth,
social and cultural development. During this time of period, the
sudden emergence of the private economy gives birth to a group of
entrepreneurs honored as “New Age Zhejiang Businessman”  for
their flexibility and innovation capability. Characterized by
innovation and self-development and with unique regional features,
the economy in Zhejiang has a far-reaching influence overstepping
the boundary of Zhejiang and goes—beyond the economic domain,
which attracts increasing attraction from people from all circles of
life. During my investigation—tours and meetings outside, 1 am
frequently approached by such questions on “ Zhejiang
Businessman Phenomena” as “why can Zhejiang develop into one
of the most prosperous province with comparatively poor
resources?” ; “What is the key to the success of businessmen in
Zhejiang?” | etc. In my opinion, these questions cover a wide range
of aspects, involving not only economic factors but factors of human

culture, history and society, which make combined efforts to the



hooming economy in Zhejiang province. In the 4th Plenary Session of
the 10th Zhejiang Provincial People's Congress, “Zhejiang Spirit”
has been put forward for the first time. By summarizing the
successful experiences of Zhejiang People in economic and cultural
construction into  “make unremitting efforts to improve, be firm and
indomitable, be brave to innovate, highlight both practical results
and efficiency” , “Zhejiang Spirit” , in my view, is very proper and
also is exactly the answer to the above—mentioned questions. Xi
Jinping, Secretary of CPC Zhejiang Provincial Committee, said,
“the origination of culture of Modern Zhejiang businessman drew
lessons from the soul of Marine Culture and Han Culture and
becomes a special branch of Confucianism. Best represented by
Wenzhou Yongjia School and Jinhua Yongkang School, this culture
highlights  paying equal attention to morality and benefit, industry
and commerce are both foundations’” even in the traditional
Chinese Agricultural society when * morality favored at the expense
of benefits, and Agriculture is the foundation’ , this is undoubtedly
an audacious innovation.” It is thus clear that “Zhejiang Spirit”
and “Zhejiang Businessman Phenomena” are the products of the
brave combination of excellent historic, cultural tradition and
modern innovation thoughts in this province. According to the law of
history, there must be profound ideology and cultural resources as
pillars for any economic development and social advancement. The
integration of ideology and cultural resources, era characteristics and

local situations gives birth to an integrated power of culture, which



becomes conspicuous in economic construction and is elevated to be
the core factor of regional economic competitiveness. No other than
Zhejiang cultural tradition that endows Zhejiang people with
outstanding adaptation and innovation ability, with which Zhejiang
people developed their self-development road with local features.

The vigor and thoughts of Zhejiang people can trace back to their

history, including the origin of world Cereal Culture Ho-mu-tu
culture, Liangzhu Culture based on * original, initiative, unique
and extended” spirit, Yongjia School that “deals with concrete
matters instead of discussing principles or ideological guidelines”

with Ye Shi as representative, Huang Zongxi who bravely promoted
the civil rights of “ pursuing one’ s own benefits as they can”
Gong Zizhen who is the earliest one to advocate “ criticize
despotism, exert individuality” and the spiritual leaders such as
Zhang Taiyan, Cai Yuanpei, Lu Xun and so on in the revolution in
Modern China. The values and behavior of all the above-mentioned
can be traced to the same origin, among which, the spirit of “dare 1o
be the first and best” is especially prominent. These profound

culture and spirit are exactly where the ideology resources of

“Zhejiang Spirit” lie. For this reason, an ideal burgeoned in my

mind compiling a hook about Zhejiang to introduce human history,
cultural inheritance, landscape and worthy of Zhejiang by the
numbers. In my view, before we are to better understand “Zhejiang

Spirit”  and trace the development track of Zhejiang economy,

culture and society, to understand the history and culture of Zhejiang



and feel her unique aspect of culture in advance is a must. As a
representative of the National People's Congress of Zhejiang
Province, I find it my responsibility to publicize Zhejiang and carry
forward the “Zhejiang Spirit” . At the same time, it is also my
long—cherished wish to provide a book for employees of Xizi Group
from all corners of the land for their understanding of Zhejiang’ s
history. To my delight, the book is upon completion ultimately!
Aiming at introducing Zhejiang, the contents selected in this
book are unique and all the people and stories introduced here have
already had and continue to have great influence on China and the
whole world at large. These historical personages not only belong to
Zhejiang, to be more specific, they belong to China and the world at
large. However all of their ideology and behavior bear deep
impression of Zhejiang because Zhejiang is their native land. The
majority of chapters in this book depict mountains and rivers of
Zhejiang. From the perspective of history, natural environment
influences ideology and values of local people deeply. Zhejiang is
located in Coastal Regions of Southeast China, the geographical
environment breeds “export-oriented” development ideology. Lot
of famous literators came in a throng for the landscape in Tiantai and
Shengzhou of Zhejiang during the Six Dynasties (222-589) and Tang
Dynasty (618-907), leading to the formation of “Poem Road” |,
which makes literature and art prosper at that time, furthermore, the
philosophy of the famous poets comes from landscape has great

influences on their descendants. For example, the insurgent and



indomitable Tidal Waves in Qiangtang River, which has been
honored as “ Wonder of the World” is exactly the reflection of

“Zhejiang Spirit” . Like wave riders, Zhejiang businessmen like to
press forward with indomitable will in the face of difficulties in
modern time, which also reflect local cultural characteristics. Other
scenic spots like West Lake and Xixi Wetland also affect local life
and behavior manner concretely.

There is mercantile tradition in Zhejiang especially in modern
time. The stories of “Ningbo Group” and Zhejiang Industrial Bank
depicted in the book are impressive, which are the models of daring
to be the first.

There are so many people and stories in the time—honored
history of Zhejiang province we want to share with friends around the
world. Given the length of this book and with the knowledge and
readability as priorities, we can only select part them in this book. As
for any biased opinion or defect in this book, we will make

amendment and improvement in the following editions if possible.

By Wang Shuifu
September 2005
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