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INTRODUCTION

Ou Danian/Daniel L. Overmyer

This book is one of four volumes intended to publish the results of a re-
search project titled “Temple Festivals in Rural North China”, carried out by
professors Fan Lizhu of Fudan University, and Ou Danian (Daniel L. Overmyer)
of the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada. This project is
supported by funds from the Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Re-
search Council and the Chiang Ching - kuo Foundation of Taiwan; we are very
grateful for this support. Our research is based in four areas of Hebei prov-
ince, Baoding, Handan, Xianghe and Gu’ an, beginning in Baoding in the
summer of 2000. Our method is first to invite local scholars in these areas to
write reports about the temples, rituals, beliefs and local customs of their
home places, then to edit these reports and publish them in book form. We
meet with these scholars to explain the project and how the reports are to be
written, emphasizing that we are just scholars and have no connections with
government or business. The second part of our research is to visit local com-
munities, temples and rituals ourselves, observe activities, interview people,
and look for written materials such as county histories (xianzhi) , family/lineage
genealogies (zu pu, jiapu) ,scripture texts and stone inscriptions (beiwen) . We
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