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Traveling
Through
West Asia

R P23

Millions of People visit the Ganges
River at Varanasi, India, each year.
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limb to the top of Mount Qomolangma’, the

world’s tallest mountain. Float in the Dead

Sea’, the lowest place on Earth’s surface.
Celebrate the arrival of the monsoon rains’ in

. . R [
India, and walk through countries where most of e L R

5 2 . 2. Dead Sea Lt
the land is desert. How do people live in these very e ———

different regions? In what ways are they changing 4.envionment  n. i
the environments*? Why are resources’ such as 5. resource .. 7
water and oil so important? As you travel through S

West Asia look for ways its regions.are stmtlar 10, .
and different from, where you live.
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You’ll visit four regions of West Asia in this book.
Locate’ each one on the map before beginning
your journey.

West Asna

500 miles |

1 » Welcome South Asia’s
T 5 500 kilometers y monsoon rains, which make
i much of India lush? and green
NATIONAL i during parts of the year.
GEOGRAPHIC '
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<« Meet some of the people who live
in the Himalaya, Earth’s highest
mountain range®.

P Discover the different
methods of irrigation® used
in Turkey® and other places

Bay in this region.

of
Bengal

<« Find out why the salty
Aral Sea® is gradually’
disappearing.
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monsoons
affect life in
South Asia?
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Palm trees® bend under the monsoon
winds in Trivandrum, India.

CHANGING WINDS

onsoons actually are not rain. They are seasonal

winds that shift direction twice a year. In fact, the

word “monsoon” comes from the Arabic' word
mausim, which means “season.”

Monsoons occur’ in many parts of the world. There are
monsoons in other parts of Asia, in Europe, and even in the
United States. However, monsoons are especially important in
the Indian subcontinent®. A subcontinent is a large landmass*
that is part of a continent’. The Indian subcontinent is part of
the Asian continent, but it is separated from the rest of Asia by
the Himalaya mountain range to the north. India is the largest
country on the subcontinent.

1.Arabic A 4. landmass no PR R
2. occur : % 5. continent n K
3. subcontinent . RAKPE 6.pamtree . tRMEH
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Monsoon Seasons

In South Asia, the dry monsoon season begins in October,
when dry winds blow from cool desert lands of the north.
They sweep' over the subcontinent and out into the

Indian Ocean’. These winds bring dry, cool weather to the
subcontinent.

Then in June, the monsoon winds reverse® direction.
Conditions high in the atmosphere* cause winds to blow
from the south, off of the Indian Ocean. These winds carry
the moist® ocean air over the subcontinent. The result is long
periods of heavy rainfall®. During the rainy season, parts of
India can receive as much as 7.6 meters of rain—about 80
percent of the yearly rainfall.

Sometimes the monsoon does not bring as much rain as
expected, causing a drought’. Without rain, crops can’t grow.
When droughts occur, people may have trouble getting
enough food.

The monsoon rains are so important to life in South Asia
that everyone wants to know when they will arrive. Weather
forecasters® use satellite pictures’ and computers to help

. them predict' when the rains will begin. These forecasts are
- becoming more and more important to the people of the
Indian subcontinent.

dsweep v BREBEH 7. drought n T
2. Indian Ocean ENE ¥ 8. weather forecaster SRR

S.reverse v R = 9. satellite picture DERBA
4 atmosphere . REE 10. predict L itk
_adi.  RiEE 11. depend on ks
no PEME 12. parched adj. FiEH

- For the millions of people in this region who depend on!! farming for a living, the arrival
~ of the monsoon rains is very important. After a long dry season, the land is parched*2.
 Farmers depend on the rains to water their crops, such as rice and wheat. You can see the
' difference the rains make in these “before” and “after” photographs.
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Welcome Rains
It’s the middle of June and the monsoon rains are late. The
land is brown and some of the rivers are dry.

Finally, the air becomes very still, and thunder" is heard
in the distance. Clouds darken the sky. Amid? thunder and
lightning, the rains arrive. Torrents’ of water quickly turn much
of the land into a temporary* sea. Soon, the brown fields will
turn a bright emerald green’.

People celebrate, filled with joy and relief®. Many run into
the wet streets, dancing and singing. Now there will be enough
water—at least for this year.

Children celebrate the arrival of l.thunder o] Clol 5. emerald green
monsoon rains in Bhopal, India, after : 6. relief .
7. downpour n

a downpour” has flooded the streets.




Because many houses in Bangladesh
are poorly built, major destruction®®
can occur when a cyclone hits. Here,
residents?® clean up after a cyclone that
left thousands homeless.

1.cyclone n. RER
2.fierce  adi  &RIRY
3 Y . ad. (FTRE) Efui
4. tropical  ad.

5. Equator
Cyclones! 6. tropical depression  HMHHESIE
No one celebrates when a cyclone arrives. Cyclones 7 hurricane . RBR
are fierce?, often deadly® storms that form over warm 8. Atlantic adi.  KEEE
spots in tropical* oceans. Tropical means that they are 9. Caribbean  adj  m#htLEE
located in a band along both sides of the Equators, in 10.typhoon . AR
an area known as the tropics. The air above these warm 11 Pacific Ocean

- Spots rises, creating what is called a tropical depression®. 12. China Sea @i

- Winds start to circle the tropical depression, faster and 13.stormsurge
 faster, until it grows into a storm of great power. When 14. Bangladesh A
- the winds reach at least 119 kilometers per hour, the 15. construct ~ w Ba
- storm is called a cyclone in South Asia. The same 16. withstand v BRE
.~ type of storm is called a hurricane’ in the Atlantic? and 17.concrete a4  RELE
. Caribbean® oceans, and a typhoon' in the western 1Scheltesr & AT
Pacific Ocean' and the China Sea'2. P desthetion _wm S
20. resident n. BR

-and wash away everything in their path.
clones and storm surges often strike the
ast of the Indian subcontinent, especially
Bangladesh'. Poorly constructed’s homes
e are unable to withstand'® the effects of
clones or storm surges. In recent years, the
vernment has started to build concrete!”
shelters'® that can hold hundreds,
etimes thousands, of people. They often
e as schools or community centers when not needed
shelter. i

This image taken from space shows
a cyclone that hit Bangladesh in
October 1999.




GANGES DELTA THE GANGES DELTA'
”’4’4 Ly y;l = 91\[ As rivers in the Indian subcontinent flow downstream?, they
e . BB fu® pick up a lot of sand, clay, and silt’, or small particles* of
gL rich soil. When rivers approach’ the ocean, they slow down
INDIA p and deposit’ this mixture of soil near the mouth of the river
BANGLADESH before flowing into the ocean. The sand, clay, and silt build

‘( EE— up in layers until they form land above the water. This land
2 ‘ Ml that is created at the mouth of a river is called a delta.
—N The Ganges Delta is the largest delta in the world. It is
formed by not one, but three rivers—the Ganges, Brahmaputra’,
and Meghna®. These rivers join together and empty into the
Bay of Bengal’. The delta they create covers more than 80,000

square kilometers.

0 200 kilometers  [ndian Ocean

1. the Ganges Delta BT = fa i 6. deposit v fE G IRAR

2. downstream ach MR T~ 7. Brahmaputra i hL S E AR
Most of the Ganges Delta is 3. silt n Wb R 8. Meghna FEAR LM A
located in Bangladesh, although 4. particle n Pk 9. Bay of Bengal FINFLE
part lies in India. 5. approach ) e i

.@‘A‘......“AA.AAAAAA.AAAAA‘..A~‘&.AL““:’



