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Preface

As an ambassador of the Republic Iceland to the People’s Republic of China since
January 2003 I have sensed a growing interest among people in China for Iceland.

I have also found that people in China are well informed about Iceland compared to
people I have met in many other countries.

Last October Mr. Yu Xi contacted the Embassy of Iceland and expressed his interest
in visiting the country as he would be in Europe that winter. Icelandair, our main
passenger airline, graciously offered to provide transportation for Mr. Yu and his
interpreter to Iceland from the continent of Europe and back.

This beautiful book is the result of Mr. Yu Xi’s trip to Iceland. In many ways it is a
unique book which of course is a result of the fact that Mr. Yu Xi is a unique artist.

In an amazing manner he has captured the spirit of my country during his relatively
short visit.

This he has done in three different ways. First: With words. Since my knowledge of
Chinese is limited to say it very modestly, my Chinese friends have assured me that
the text is beautifully written. Secondly: He has used his skill as an artist with the paint
brush capturing the strange light and atmosphere of Iceland in winter. Thirdly: He has
used his camera as an extension of the eye of the artist to show us the wonders of our
volcanic island.

Thus one can say that the book gives the reader a three dimensional look at Iceland.

The Embassy of Iceland is proud to have been able to be of some help in bringing this
beautiful book to the attention of Chinese readers. 1 feel sure that after reading it many
will want to come and see with their own eyes. I can assure you of a warm welcome.

SN

Eidur Gudnason
Ambassador
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