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Preface

The Miao in its long history of collective migration has been one of the poorest
and most marginalized ethnic groups in China. Nevertheless, like the rest of the
Chinese population, the Miao has not been immune to modern influences. With
the penetration of Western influences in general and Christianity in particular, the
Stone Gateway village, a community of the Flowery Miao (a branch of the Miao
peopie) located in southwestern China, changed rapidly from an isolated ethnic
group to “the cultural center of the Miao."

The monograph in English is a case study of cultural transformations in the
Stone Gateway community in modern times. It will focus on the symbolic
construction and reconstruction of ethnic and national identity among the Flowery
Miao as a consequence of the interactions of local traditions, Christian
movements, and interventions from the central government. It will start with a
review of the literature on theoretical issues of multiethnic and national identities,
inherited and invented traditions, and the relationship between the central and the
peripheral. It will further document and interpret the creation and formation of
ethnic and national identities of the Miao community in the Stone Gateway under
diverse challenges and impacts. It will also attempt to explore various strategies
and systems the central government in China has adopted to shape the inter-
ethnic integration of the related ethnic groups and to build their national identity.

This monograph was drafted in English in 1999, followed by a revision for
years. The monograph in Chinese is second output in the same community, in
which | moved the focus from identity issues to the modern education issues. It

based on a three-month fieldwork in Stone Gateway in the summer of 2001 and




the winter of 2002.

In preparing these monograph, | received help from numerous people. | am
particularly indebted to Professor Ralph Grillo, my supervisor at the University of
Sussex, for his guidance and encouragement. Comments from Prof. Wang
Deguang, Prof. Li Hanlin, Prof. Xia Guang, my colleagues in Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences, Prof. Norma Diamond in US and Prof. Charles Burton in
Canada, were extremely valuable and made me rethink some issues discussed
in my monograph. When | studied development anthropology for my MA program
in England, 1 had opportunities to discuss with Rev. P. Kenneth Parsons, Rev.
Keith Parsons, and Dr. Alison Lewis, who directed my attention to some
missionary-focused articles and materials. This book is also a way to celebrate
P. Kenneth Parsons' life.

| conducted my fieldwork in the Miao communities in Guizhou Province (1998,
2001, 2002) and Yunnan Province (1995, 1996), where the considerable
assistance were offered by Mr. Ma Taijiang, Mr. Du Fachun, Ms. Maojiayan, who
were the principle investigators of my team. We worked together and interviewed
with many villagers, teachers, students, local officials, and community leaders. |
would like to write down countless names of the warmhearted people, particularly
Wang Huize, Yang Zhongxin of the Weining Ethnic Middle School, Wang
Shaogang, Zhang Dequan, Zhang Guohui, Wu Shanyu, Wu Zongquan, Han
Jianhua, Zhu Zhenghua of the Shimen Township (Stone Gateway), and Mr. Yang
Minguang in Guiyang, and Mr. Zhu Aiguang in Kunming. | also benefited from
discussions with Dr. Joakim Enwall, Dr. Shen Yuan, Dr. Weng Naiqun and Dr.
Shi Maoming in Beijing. | would like to extend great thanks to Mr. Ding Jianxin,
Mr. Du-Fengbao and their colleagues of Volumes Publishing Company, who
make my dream of publishing this grassroots story to be true. Needless to say, |

am solely responsible for any possible mistakes in my writing.

Shen Hong
October, 2005
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