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The Portfolio: An Architecture Student’ s Handbook
Foreword for China

It is a great honor for us to write the introduction to the Chinese translation of
The Portfolio: An Architecture Student’ s Handbook. Through teaching Chi-
nese architecture students and working with Chinese colleagues in the USA
and UK, we have come to appreciate one of the world’s oldest civilizations,
now in the midst of unprecedented cultural, social and economic changes.
Over the past ten years or so, Chinese architecture students have become
globally competitive—every major international architecture program now
boasts Chinese students with impressive work and this new—found mobility
is equally evident in practice, where many of these students find work, and
more and more international architects find work in China. We very much
hope that this book will add to the culture of debate and exchange within ar—
chitectural circles in China, and that it will provide helpful suggestions for
making an architecture portfolio in such a global culture. And at the same
time, of course, we hope that the very different portfolios examples included
in our book will encourage the celebration of the unique and varied archi-
tectural cultures that comprise the People’s Republic of China. We hope
one day to be able to visit this fascinating and vast nation.

We are delighted that Elsevier and China Architecture & Building Press
have supported the translation of our book and wish to thank Xing Xiaochun
for her very professional and personable communication during the transla—
tion process. Her attention to detail and her curiosity and determination to
learn about words and phrases that seemed at first to have no Chinese trans—
lation, was most impressive.

Igor Marjanovic
Katerina Ruedi Ray
Lesley Naa Norle Lokko
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