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Abstracts

Land reform is the most tremendous social
and economical change that took place in Chinese
villages during the first half of 20th century. For
understandable reasons, the actual course of land
reform has long been neglected while value
judgement under the rule that first impressions are
strongest has been much excessive. This
dissertation , by taking value neutralism as steering
idea, and by using mainly historical documents
and oral datum, attempts to recover the course of
land reform in Junan county, the old revolutionary
base area in Shandong province. To let datum
speak by themselves is the most outstanding
characteristic and to recover the history of land

reform is the ultimate goal of the research. This
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dissertation is made up of 11 parts.

Preface gave a brief review of land reform studies in
academia, pointing out that the insufficiency of former researches
and putting forward the motive and plan of this study.

Chapter 1 explored the course of the establishment of Junan
revolutionary base. Junan is a newly-built county that was divided
from Juxian county during the anti-Japanese war period, and as
the Kuomintang and Japanese forces were all driven out, it
became the solid political and military commanding center of
Shandong base area, which created a much better environment for
land reform in Junan county.

Chapter 2 made a detailed investigation into the situations
of land use and appropriation in Junan county before land
reform, pointing out that the main characteristics are as
follows; firstly, the number of landlords that rent to exploit the
laborer is much larger than the landlords engaged in land
managing by themselves; secondly, landlords rent in large
scales rather than rent in small pieces; thirdly, rich peasants and
middle peasants cultivated more lands while the poor had little to
till, and therefore rich peasant economy was especially
flourishing. And in this chapter, several kind of prevailing
tenancy systems, employment relationships, together with debit
and credit relationships are also introduced.

Chapter 3 examined the whole course of rent and interest
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reduction movement in Junan county and maintains that it should
be divided into three stages: 20 percent interest reduction stage
in 1941, 25 percent interest reduction stage in 1942 and back-
checking of interest reduction stage. And during the movement,
especially in the third stage, the landlords were over-deprived
through series of struggles, both economically and politically.
As a result, the situations of rural classes and appropriation of
lands changed greatly. The actions in the rent and interest
reduction movement had gone beyond the land policies that the
CCP set down in the anti-Japanese war period, and the excessive
deprivation of landlords, rich peasants and middle peasants
caused the prevalence of sharing fortune thinking, which was
characterized with fear of enrichment and the longing for struggle
in order to gain fruits.

Chapter 4 reviewed the course of peaceful land reform. The
BC (Binhai Committee of CCP) decided to carry out equal land
distribution plan in despite of the actual situation of appropriation
in the old base area. The deprivation of almost all levels in the
land reform hurt further the incentives of rich and middle
peasants. As the BC reestablished the steering idea of
encouraging production and enrichment, land distribution plan
was carried out peacefully and land reform went into its peaceful
stage. Although landlords owned a little more lands than ordinary

middle peasants, the real landlords and rich peasants that lived
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on the rent exploitation of poor laborers could not be found in
Junan villages.

Chapter 5 gave a detailed retrospection to the back-checking
movement of land reform starting with suppressing spies. In order
to overcome the passiveness of land reform, support for battlefront
and conscription, the BC made the decision to carry out land
reform starting with suppressing spies. As the wrongful methods
like torture and threat were abused, serious mistakes occurred.
The back-checking movement was actually another severe
economical deprivation and political blow to the landlords and
rich peasants in the name of suppressing spies, and subsequently
they held far less lands than poor peasants and farm hands.

Chapter 6 reviewed the course of equity and unity
movement. After the back-checking movement starting with
suppressing spies, landlords held much less lands than the poor,
but the different levels in peasant class possessed different amount
of lands. Some cadres and actives got more while some of the
poor still had little land to till. Thus the movement for equity and
unity was launched. In this movement, by bovine and careful
persuasion, peasants and carders who got more struggle fruits
than deserved were made to take out the undeserved lands to the
few poor, thus the unity and solidarity between all levels of
peasant class were eventually realized. Equity and unity

movement was actually another round of land reform, while it was
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