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To say that man is made up
of strength and weakness,
of insight and blindness, of
pettiness and grandeur.
‘Denis Diderot
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A Gentleman
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It is almost a definition of a gentleman to say he is one who
never inflicts pain. This description is both refined and, as far as it
goes, accurate. He is mainly occupied in merely removing the obsta-
cles which hinder the free and unembarrassed action of those about
him; and he concurs with their movements rather than takes the initi-
ative himself. The true gentleman in like manner carefully avoids
whatever may cause a jar or a jolt in the minds of those with whom
he is cast;—all clashing of opinion, or collision of feeling, all re-
straint, or suspicion, or gloom, or resentment; his great concern be-
ing to make every one at their ease and at home. He has his eyes on
all his company : he is tender towards the bashful, gentle towards the
distant, and merciful towards the absurd; he can recollect to whom
he is speaking; he guards against unseasonable allusions, or topics
which may irmritate; he is seldom prominent in conversation, and
never wearisome.

He makes light of favours while he does them, and seems to be

receiving when he is conferring. He never speaks of himself except:

when compelled, never defends himself by a mere retort, he has no
ears for slander or gossip, is scrupulous in imputing motives to those
who interfere with him, and interprets every thing for the best. He is
never mean or little in his disputes, never takes unfair advantage,
never mistakes personalities or sharp sayings for arguments, or insin-
uvates evil which he dare not say out. From a long-sighted prudence,
he observes the maxim of the ancient sage, that we should ever con-
duct ourselves towards our enemy as if he were one day to be our

;
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friend. He has too much good sense to be affronted at insults, he is
too well employed to remember injuries, and too indolent to bear
malice. He is patient, forbearing, and resigned, on philosophical
principles; he submits to pain, because it is inevitable, to bereave-
ment, because it is irreparable, and to death, because it is his desti-
ny. If he engages in controversy of any kind, his disciplined intellect
preserves him from the blunder.

By John Henry Newman
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Nevertheless she returned to the beer and drank her share, and
they went on their way. It was now nearly dark, and as soon as they
had withdrawn from the light of the town they walked closer togeth-
er, till they touched each other. She wondered why he did not put
his arm round her waist, but he did not, he merely said what to him-
self seemed a quite bold enough thing: “take my arm. ”

She took it, thoroughly, up to the shoulder. He felt the warmth
of her body against his, and putting his stick under his other arm
held with his right hand her right as it rested in its place. “Now we
are well together, dear, aren’t we?” he observed.

“Yes” ,said she, adding to herself; “ Rather mild!”

“How fast I have become!” he was thinking.

Thus they walked till they reached the foot of the upland, where
they could see the white highway ascending before them in the
gloom. From this point the only way of getting to Arabella’s was by
going up the incline, and dipping again into her valley on the right.
Before they had climbed far they were nearly run into by two men
who had been walking on the grass unseen.

“These lovers—you find them out of doors in all seasons and
weathers—Ilovers and homeless dogs only,” said one of the men as
they vanished down the hill.

Arabella tittered lightly.




Sgece s K WM iE Y

*“ Are we lovers?” asked Jude.

“You know best. ™

“But you can tell me?”

For answer she inclined her head upon his shoulder. Jude took
the hint, and encircling her waist with his arm, pulled her to him
and kissed her.

They walked now no longer arm in arm but, as she had de-
sired, clasped together. After all, what did it matter since it was
dark, said Jude to himself. When they were half-way up the long
hill they paused as by arrangement, and he kissed her again. They
reached the top, and he kissed her once more.

“You can keep your arm there, if you would like to,” she said
gently.

He did so, thinking how trusting she was.

By Thomas Hardy
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