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Classic Fables

Aesop e e About the Author

Aesop was a Greek folk master who is supposed to
have lived in the 6th century BC. He gained a great
reputation as a teller of animal fables. Through these
fables, Aesop showed the wise and foolish behavior of
men, and taught a lesson in the form of a moral.

Not much is known about the life of Aesop. It is
believed Aesop was born in Thrace, Greece, as a slave.
it is said that his wisdom so delighted one of his
masters that the slave was given his freedom. He then
traveled widely, and was murdered while visiting Delphi.

There are no records that Aesop ever wrote down
his fables or published them. His fables were not meant
to entertain children. He told them as moral lessons for
adults, who in turn passed them on others. Not until 200
years after his death did the first written collection of
fables appear. Aesop’s fables later served as an
inspiration for the writings of Jean de La Fontaine, a
17th-century French writer. Since then Aesop’s fables
have been translated into almost every language in the
world and have become one of the most enduring
traditions of European culture. The fables and their
morals continue to charm modern readers: who does not
know the story of the tortoise and the hare, or the boy
who cried wolf?
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HongChaFang Short Stories
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Classic Fables

The Ant and the Dove

A thirsty Ant went to the bank of a river to drink
water. Unluckily, she was carried away by the rush of the
stream, and was on the point of drowning®.

A Dove was sitting in the branches of a tree. When he
saw the Ant in danger, he plucked® a leaf and threw it into
the stream close to her. The Ant climbed onto it and
floated® in safety to the bank.

Shortly afterwards a bird catcher came and stood under
the tree, and laid his net for the Dove, which sat in the
branches.

The Ant saw his design and stung him in the foot. In
pain the bird catcher threw down the net, and the noise
made the Dove fly away.
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1. drown.v. B, &5
2. pluck:v. %, .0t CPE%); . 14,87 RX)
3. float:v. EiE,iF4; Eik
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HongChaFang Short Stories

The Ants and the Grasshopper

The Ants were spending a fine winter’s day drying
grain collected in the summertime. A Grasshopper®, suffering
from hunger, passed by and earnestly begged for a little
food.

The Ants asked him, “Why didn’t you store some food
during the summer?”

He replied, “I had not leisure enough. I passed the days
in singing.”

They then said in scomm, “If you were foolish enough
to sing all the summer, you must dance supperless in the
winter.”
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Classic Fables

The Apes and the Two Travelers

Once there were two men in a certain place. One of
them always spoke the truth and the other spoke nothing
but lies.

One day, they were traveling together and by chance
came to the land of Apes.

One of the Apes, who had raised himself to be king,
ordered them to be seized and brought before him, by that
he might know what was said on him among men. He or-
dered at the same time that all the Apes be arranged in a
long row on his right hand and left hand, and that a
throne® be placed for him in the middle, as was the cus-
tom among men.

After everything was ready, he signaled® that the two
men be brought before him.

“What sort of a king do I seem to you to be, Oh
strangers?” the Ape asked.

“Oh, your Majesty, you seem to me a most powerful
king,” the Lying Traveler replied.

“And what do you think of those you see around me?”
the Ape asked again.

“These,” the Lying Traveler made an answer, “are
worthy® companions® of yourself, fit at least to be am-
bassadors® and leaders of armies.”

. throne: n. (FELH)E®; Fhr

. signal: v. AEifE[FHERE

. worthy: adj. FMEN, o] EEHKD
. companion; n. k¢, BBk

. ambassador: n. kff;{FS
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