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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

Itis u matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized by the entire world for het brilliant
history and culture. and the cities of historical and cultural fame arc « treasure of the Chinese nation. Since 1982. the State has nominated several
groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the
cities of historical and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture cannot be
considered a modern ¢ity. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and cultral fame. should therefore endeavor to
promote its culture. economy. and tourism, ctc. in the light of its own characteristics $o as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series off
album. “the Chinese Cities of Historical and Cultural Fame™. edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities. wilt undoubtedly play a signifi-

cant part in the promotion. protection. and development of the cities of fame

Zhou Ganzhi
Chairman of National Experts” Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Mcember of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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Stone Artifacts (Paleolithic Age)
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Stone Tablet (Shang Dynasty)
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF ZHANGZHOU

Located at the southern tip of Fujian Province.
Zhangzhou neighbors Xiamen in the north. con-
nects Shantou of Guangdong in the south and
faces Taiwan across the sea in the east. Admin-
istering one city, two districts and eight coun-
ties under its jurisdiction, the city has an area of \’
approx. 12608 square km and a population
of 4.5 million, with a built-up city area of
approx. 35 square km and an old city area of

approx. (.86 square km.

As early as in the Paleolithic Age. there were ALH B

Twin-Ear Jar (Tang Dynasty)

human beings lived and multiplied in this soul-
ful place of Zhangzhou. Belonging to the
Yangzhou Prefecture in the Xia Dynasty. to the
Qimin Prefecture in the Zhou Dynasty and to the Yue Kingdom in

the Warring States Period. the place was inhabited by the Han people

who came down from the Central Plains in their large numbers and
blended with the original inhabitants of Zhangzhou after the Han
State destroyed the Southern Yue Kingdom in the fifth year under

the reign of the Emperor Yuanding of the Western Han Dynasty (112

B.C.). Zhangzhou was established in the second

year under the reign of the Emperor Chuigong
>4 of the Tang Dynasty (686). and since then has
been the governmental seats of various
prefectures. divisions. districts and regions. Still
retaining the natural style and features of
"pillowing on three terraces and being girded
by two rivers" handed down from the Tang and
Song dynasties, the city remains to have the tra-
ditional building-up design of "replacing city
1) walls with rivers and replacing city gates with
bridges" and the street pattern of "nine streets
and thirteen lanes". It became the second batch
State historical and cultural city with the ap-
proval of the State Council in 1986.
Zhangzhou has long been reputed as the "Coastal Zou-1.u (cultural
center)". Since the Han and Tang dynasties, academies and lecture
halls of classical learning were set up from time to time, with the
Central China's classical learning of the Books of Songs. History.,

Rites and Music spreading and developing in Zhangzhou. after tak-

file (%)

Stone Box (Tang Dynasty)




ing the office of the prefecture governor of
Zhangzhou, the Song Dynasty Zhuxi all the more
"wholeheartedly set up academies and made
every effort to advocate Confucianism", and
made Zhangzhou a place where talents and able
people sprang up from generation to generation,
with the Zhangzhou famed personages such as
Huang Daozhou. Xu Dishan, Lin Yutang, Yang
Sao. Shen Roujian, Shen Yaochu, Zhou Bichu
and so on shining like bright stars.

Zhangzhou is the homeland of the ancestors of
Taiwan compatriots. According to records, there
were people moving from Zhangzhou to Taiwan as early as in the
Song Dynasty. Wu Sha, Wu Feng and Yan Siqi from Zhangzhou are
reputed as the "Three Lord" developers of Taiwan, and now the Tai-
wan people who have their ancestral homes in Zhangzhou account
for 35.8%. The Zhangzhou and Taiwan peoples are of the same root
and same origin, speak in the same language. have the same folk
custom, believe the same religions and enjoy the interfused culture
and arts. The large number of temples and clan halls in Zhangzhou
are places for Taiwan compatriots to seek roots and origins as well
as to burn incense for worshiping their ancestors; and the historical
streets and blocks of Zhangzhou have become the on-location shoot-
ing places for Taiwan theme movies and TV plays.

Being also a famous hometown of overseas Chinese, Zhangzhou
has had the tradition of emigrating to the Southeast Asian Nations
such as Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines, Indonesia and so forth.
The whole city has over 700000 overseas Chinese and over 500000
returned overseas Chinese and their relatives. The special products

such as kiln chinaware, woodblock Spring Festival pictures were

marketed well in Taiwan and Southeast Asia, and
were in vogue in various continents with Tai-
wan and Southeast Asia as transfer stations. The
intercourse makes the local culture fused with
genes of foreign culture. for example, the for-
eigner modeling on the stone memorial
archways, the construction designs of the "sotto
porticoes” and "bamboo pole shelters" in the

ancient city, and the "South Sea manner" con-
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Bowl (Song Dynasty)

struction style of buildings' being fully covered
with Western style relief sculptures and orna-
mental designs and so on are the best witnesses.
Leaning against hills and facing the sea, Zhangzhou has gorgeous
scenery, with scenic spots and historical sites dotting all over the
urban and suburban areas. The tourist scenic spots of the Zhangzhou
Earthen Tower, Zhao Family Fortress, State-level Volcano Geologi-
cal Park, Southern Hill Temple, Cloud Cave CIiff. Eastern Hill Horse
Carriage Bay and so forth are too beautiful to be absorbed all at
once. Located in the subtropical zone. Zhangzhou has a warm and
humid climate to be of rich produce. with flowers such as narcissus.
orchid, etc. suffusing an fragrance all over the four seas and bananas.
oranges, pomelos, litchis, longans, pineapples and other fruits re-
nowned all over the five continents, and is reputed as "there are un-
withering flowers all the year long and there are fresh fruits in all
the four seasons".

Ushering in the 21st century. Zhangzhou is growing vigorously in
its city construction and every undertaking of the society, and a new

type industrial and trading port city begins to take embryonic form

The millennium ancient city of Zhangzhou is re-irradiating with

vigor.
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THE CITY MOAT
The City Moat is located in the ancient city
area; its construction began in the Tang
Dynasty, and was dredged in the second vear
ler the reign of Emperor Xianping (999)
in an all-round way by the civilian workers

under the leadegship of Prefecture Situ Tan

then was dredged from dvnasty to dynast
and to date it has still been performing the

function of drainage and flood discharge
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THE EASTERN BRIDGE PAVILION AND
THE WESTERN BRIDGE PAVILION
Located at both ends of the Xiuwen Street in the ancient city area, were built in
the Song Dynasty on the city moat bridges, embodving the traditional city
construction pattern of "replacing city wall with river and replacing city wall

gates with bridges”.

W 5s  The Western Bridge Pavilion
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MINISTER THE NUMBER THREE SCHOLAR ARCHWAY
Located on Hong Kong Street, was set up for Lin Shizhang (being from Zhangpu, A
and working as Minister of Rites of the Ming Dynasty in Nanjing) in the 33rd ::;:"
vear under the reign of Emperor Wanli (1605). It is of vivid image and divine

skill with distinctive late Ming Dynasty artistic style

MBEAEY  Minister The Number Three Scholar Archway

i )5 e %)

The Memorial Archway Engraving
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BEING EVER-VICTORIOUS ARCHWAY
Located at the mouth of East Xinhua Road, was rewarded/built for commending
and awarding the famous Taiwan Suppressing General Lan Li (being from Zhangpu
and working as Fujian Navy Commander-in-chief) in the 46th vear under the

reign of Emperor Kangxi (4.D.1707), and it is of fine engraving and magnificent

setup.

WG Chu Dian Great Achievements Memorial Archwa
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TAKOU NUNNERY SUTRA PILLAR
Located in front of the Takou Nunnery, is a relic left
behind from the Zhangzhou Jingzhong Buddhist
Temple (having been destroved). Erected in the 4th
vear under the reign of Emperor Shaosheng of the
Northern Song Dynasty (1097), it is set up by piling
up 24 stone blocks with relief sculpture, which is of

primitive simplicity and unique modeling
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ZHANGZHOU CONFUCIUS TEMPLE
Located on west Xiuwen Road, was first built in the 4th year under
the reign of Emperor Qingli of the Northern Song Dynasty (4.D.
1044) and renovated in different dynasties. Its Great Achievement
Hall, seated in the north and facing southward, is of double-eave

and Chinese hip-and-gable roof, with the girder framework taking

over the Song and Yuan dvnasties' design; the intertwined dragon
sculpture of the six stone pillars is of both firm and flexible

artisanship, with vivid images




