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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION TO THE IELTS SPEAKING TEST

F—E
R OIEEITE

The IELTS examination, designed and co-sponsored by the University of Cambridge
Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), the British Council and IDP Education
Australia, is different from any other English proficiency tests in that it includes a face-
to-face interview between an interviewer and a candidate. The speaking test focuses on
the candidate’s survival English instead of his/her academic English.

MBI A% IRZ R &, E SUEE AR T E PR E T &K B SR £
T B S H A SUK TS R B A R S TR ES AEE I EMEE X
— EAE AR BT AN E TSRS LN EFRET AR / H)F
RIEIE.

The IELTS Speaking test is divided into three stages:
Stage 1: Introduction & Interview (4-5 minutes)

Stage 2: Personal Long Talk (3-4 minutes)
Stage 3: Two-Way Discussion (4-5 minutes)

B OEE RS =AY E:
BB BXENANABEHEE (4 - 5508)

BEBE: MABRE (3 — 4508
BB MU (4 — 5004h)

iR 2, R MIR M2 T RFE AR AAEIE N
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1. Process of Each Stage:

# B B P

Stage 1:
BB

This stage mainly involves questions and answers about the candidate's personal
background information including his/her hometown, family, occupation, educational
background, personal hobbies and interests, future plans and dreams, etc. Everything
will be familiar to the candidate. There will not be strange or difficult questions for the
candidate, generally speaking. Most candidates will find it easy to cope with stage one,
which is very much similar to a daily conversation with a new friend.

E—HrBEERBRAXRBEMAETREENAE, TRAFELENRS, KE,
POk, HEWR, PAXBEERT, ARIHRABEELLERTHEE. —B/A
£ HH T 1 RO BRI X SR AR T 8 K8 A & S — I B TR
B, BRREB—-AHFAARN B EER.

Stage 2:
BE

From the title of this stage we can clearly see stage 2 is a candidate’s personal talk. That
means the interviewer will be quiet and the candidate is supposed to keep talking for
some time on his/her own. So it's not a dialogue any more but rather a monologue or a
short presentation, which is of course a guided one. The candidate cannot talk about
anything for any length of time he/she likes. The interviewer's job is to give the candidate
a card with the topic and guideline together with a piece of paper and a pencil, tell him/
her what to do and time his/her talk with a watch. The candidate does not have to start
talking immediately after receiving the card. He/she is allowed one-minute time to think
about what to say or write some quick notes to remind him/herself of what to be talked
about. When one minute is up, the interviewer will remind the candidate to start talking
before he/she is expected to keep talking for between one and two minutes about the card
topic. The interviewer will have to interrupt him/her talk when it lasts for two minutes
no matter it is finished or not. After that the interviewer will ask the candidate one or two
simple questions about the same topic just to round up sage 2.




$—% REoEFERAG

MIXAB B0 E 1T AR RO 8 I B — M ARSI R LRSS
BAEAGRHTR, % ERE MY —BrE ., BTOGX R RXHET -
HE— K EER R . YR EHENARHKERRARRY. ZEES
REeEE—KOEBEMRA R, —KAKM—HE, MFEHHE
RIEHEEMRE TR, BEERRAFALD EFFRIE, it/ o —o8
H B E], o TT ABREE M — LB A0 B AR BB H TR NE . BHS
FE—AM et B AT RS, 2R B AERER T LHIERELH 1 - 2505
BT 2 TS £ RIRTE, TRREWHE, REMFLERE—FIE
BRL) ) RS SRS B B

Stage3:
FE=FrBt

The title of stage 3 “Two-way Discussion” tells us that the interviewer will join in the
conversation again. The conversation involves a discussion of more general and abstract
questions that are thematically connected to the topic the candidate has just talked about
in stage 2. That’s why it’s often said that Stage 3 is actually a further extension stage of
stage 2. Here are some typical examples of how stage3 questions are related to stage2
topics:

E=MEBIEHE DaiHe” BRELSERERMASEENNE, RIEAEY
R E4Est— AN Z AR ERTE XS REENE ESE B FRA L
BTSSR BM X, TUARMNEHNE=BRE M BWEM EFFE—LENZ
[E)AH ELHR R B SR 7

S2 friend —> S3 friendship

S2 child —> S3 childhood or childcare

S2 old person —> S3 pension or care of old people/generation gap

S2 gift —> S3 value of gifts and occasions of giving gifts

S2 river —> S3 water resources in your country

S2 city/town —> S3 urban problems/differences in life between cities and countryside

S2 news story —> S3 media

EESA, RBRMR K2 FERAR, Ak I



S2 film —> 83 violence in films and its influence on people
S2 advertisement —> S3 Advertisements’ influence on people’s shopping habits

When the interviewer thinks you have discussed enough questions he/she will stop the
interview and that's the end. You will say goodbye to the interviewer and leave the room.

LEFAHFIESTHE T EGHIER L/ MBS ERER. AR 5% TS
HIFH BT R,

2. Features of Each Stage:

# B B FHAE

Stage 1:
BB

The candidate is not usually required to give a long talk in stage one. Most of the
questions are very easy to understand and can be answered with a few sentences.
However, it is not a good idea to answer any questions with only one word, although
many questions can be correctly answered with one word.

EH B LN & R ERALHES . AW TERRER, ARYEE
& BRRA—NFEEREH AR, A% & FEES FTNE— A,

Look at the following bad example:
Interviewer (referred to as 1 in the following examples): What do you do?
Candidate: (referred to as C in the following examples): Student.

It sounds as if the candidate is reluctant to speak to the interviewer. And what’s more,
the interviewer will not be able to evaluate the candidate’s English with theses one-word
answers. It will sound much better if the candidate gives a slightly longer answer with
just a little additional information. It will also be easier for the interviewer to see how
good the candidate’s English is.

XHES AT EHARRUTHS RENNGE, FEEN RS T H RS
—NFHEEIOE ERIGEKT, MRS LRI — R AATTEXATE
%, [0S 7 (% B % A B E K PR R,




# 7 %
F—% MRBOELANS R

Look at this improved dialogue:
I: What do you do?
C: I’m a college student right now. I’'m going to graduate in six month’s time.

Look at the following pairs of examples and feel the difference:
1) I: Where are you from?
{ (Bad answer): Beijing.

(Good answer): I'm from Beijing. I've been living here all my life.

2) I: What do you like to do in your spare time?
2 { (Bad answer): Traveling.

(Good answer): I like traveling very much. I enjoy meeting different people and
seeing different places.

3) I: Have you ever been abroad?
{ (Bad answer): Yes.
(Good answer): Yes, I visited Australia last year and I really liked it there.

.
.

4) I: Do you like your major?
. { (Bad answer): No.

(Good answer): Not really. It was not my decision to study this but my
parents’ decision. I just followed their advice.

Stage2:

& BBt
There are basically 4 steps the candidate has to follow after receiving a topic card:

FAEIRRREHEMGH.

1) Read the card carefully and quickly. Make sure you understand every detail
including the main topic and the subtopics

YR P e AR AR Ry _ERAR AL MR,

2) Quickly come up with an idea in mind of what exactly you are going to talk about.
For example, if the card requires you to describe a friend of yours, you have to quickly
decide which exact friend you would like to talk about. This step shouldn’t take too Y
much time, usually no longer than 15 seconds, otherwise you might not have enough {
time to write your notes, which is very important for a successful talk. PR ﬁ, ‘

iR AR, PR MR MR FFRAEL, ALAHFENY @
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Here are some examples of ideas based on the topics on the cards:

HE THEERLNETF (RRIMEER):

Friend: David

Child: my nephew Tom
Famous person: Bill Gates

Animal: dolphin

River: the Yellow River
Room: my living room
Film: Titanic
Advertisement: the one on Coca cola
etc.

3) Write simple notes quickly in the rest of the one-minute preparation time. It is
advisable to just write some key words, abbreviations, and symbols or even to draw
a simple picture instead of writing full sentences so that you can cover as much
information as possible in this limited time. You don’t even have to write in English
if you find it more comfortable to write in your first language. No one will see your
notes except yourself.

FE—4rph A 9 iR ELRGEIE TR AT REB BT, (A XA, 4HB&iE, PR
ZEEER TR WRE S T e 7174 wHE , A —EH2E3C, fTUAH H CRY
BHEIC.

4) Talk about the card topic based on your notes for one to two minutes. It is not so
difficult as some students think to keep talking for one or two minutes. Many
candidates prepare so much information that they haven’t even touched the

most important part of the topic before the interviewer has to interrupt them when

AT bl M KReEE - R BN RA R LR Rl BN SR
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two minutes is up. What’s more difficult and important than talking for the required
length of time is to talk clearly in a logical way with good choice of words and
expressions as well as correct pronunciation and grammar. For example, it is a good
idea to describe a person in the order of his/her appearance, personality, activities or
achievements and the reason why you choose to talk about this person. Similarly, it will
make good sense to describe the operation of a piece of equipment in the order of steps
while it may sound confusing to mention the middle step first before having to come
back to the beginning of the process from time to time.

RIBEITIEGEE | — 24040, B ARSA L EBRIIBLME, REZ LR
WEAE, UETERFEREENHHMEED, FEABAITHA] KX
o T A O R R — A B A, TR U B AN v
¥ R — AN AT AR b , PEA . Y15 S SR ERAT A BUBE A B A A
KRR R B LA T RTF , A, Y — (R A& 0 6 2 o] DASR BRAF A
BRI

Look at the following two examples:

R TE P

Examplel:

If you want to make a long distance call on the IC card phone, you should dial the
number first. Then you uh uh...Sorry no, first you have to insert your IC card into the
phone. Oh no, sorry, I forgot the first thing is to pick up the receiver, then you can dial
the number, but you have to dial the area code before that. Next you can talk to your
friend, and maybe someone else answers the call. After you finish talking you say
goodbye and leave. Oh sorry no, you have to take your card back, uh uh oh, and before
that you should hang up the phone first. Then you can get your card back.

Example2:

Before you make a long distance call on the IC card phone make sure your IC card
is valid. First you should pick up the receiver of the telephone and insert your card in
the slot. Then you may have to wait for one or two seconds before you hear the dialing
tone, which means it’s ready for dialing. Next you dial the country code, area code and
the telephone number of the person you are phoning. Later you just need to wait for
a short while until someone answers your call. After that you can talk. Finally hang
up the receiver after you finish your talk. Don’t forget to withdraw your card from the
slot before you leave.

Which one do you think is a better description? You are right. Definitely the latter one
gives a clearer idea of the sequence of the steps.

B R EEEE? BRERE 1.

iR AR, SR IR MR FIFRAER As AR

E
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Stage3:

==
H’v_.ll\l

This is obviously the most difficult stage of the whole interview. It’s a challenge for most
Chinese students because the questions are likely to involve unfamiliar topics the
candidate may have never thought about before. The interviewer is allowed more
freedom to challenge those candidates with potential by asking more flexible questions.
So it seems that the more difficult questions you receive in stage three, the more
opportunities the interviewer is willing to give for you to obtain a higher band of score.
Therefore it's very important to take the chance and express whatever ideas you have,
however simple, unreasonable or even irrational they are. Your English is more

important than the ideas you are talking about. You are more likely to get a higher band

“ of score with little idea but good English than with abundant idea but poor English. Then

how can we develop little idea into a full-length answer? Giving examples could be a
good idea. Giving an example is much easier than discussing abstract ideas while it often

makes the answer sound more convincing as well.

X RARRBAER P B A — BB, X £ 8rh BB A M Pk, BB T AR
W B MARART AR BRI 5 B X — W B ERH H R A S
% A 4 O A G (SR Pk At/ b Y BB AR R o 15 ) Y 1) R REE , Bk AR
SHINLEEE  HILA XML TR B ORI ERRN  AZHEL
PREGULS R B IER, RERBBE BEZ, RNFSUKEHMAEER, AHER
SO AL A P 3 SO B VLA A S B R4 AR A B (A
BT SR RE B R SRR 26U AR R ANE I S iR iR A
MEERS, WERURT.

Look at the following example:

& FEAIBIF -

I: How do you think advertisements influence people’s shopping habits?

C: I think most advertisements provide correct information about things or services
we need. They help us make choices from a wide range of options. They tell us what
is on sale, what it is used for, where it is available and other helpful information. But
on the other hand, there are some advertisements that give people wrong or misleading

T - b M K B R RS RAR G Rk AT K - SRS
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information. People who produce them always exaggerate the uses of the things they
are trying to sell. For example, I bought a mobile phone after seeing it advertised on
TV. I liked it very much at first because it looked beautiful and had some interesting
new functions. But later I found that I couldn’t input any Chinese names in the phone
book. And this was not mentioned in the advertisement at all. So I think some

advertisements make people buy things they don’t really want.

As you can see, the example of buying the mobile phone helps the candidate expand on
the topic easily because it's always easier to talk about specific facts than abstract

arguments. It sounds more interesting as well!

W5 N, XFVHGTHBFERGHRTER, LERERBELITE.

3. Evaluation System of the IELTS Speaking Test
T S8 DAY PR bR

The IELTS speaking test employs a nine-band scoring system. The following is how

each band level is defined:

B OIES AR A Lok, ATREMEMAEE X

Nine band levels of candidate’s performance in the IELTS
speaking test

i 18 OB R LA 7 BB

BAND 1 Non User
Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few isolated words.

19 FEEERES
B T JILNIGLATRE MM B A B E ERE T RIRE .

BAND 2 Intermittent User
No real communication is possible except for the most basic information using isolated /?t
words or short formulae in situations and to meet immediate needs. Has great difficulty }{ i

-understanding spoken and written English. 4

CRE- A Y



24y BEAREERES
B T 6 I B R A RS B AR BN BUE R RE 71 B 1 iR

MBEEIERAEE.

BAND 3 Extremely Limited User
Conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations. Frequent

breakdowns in communication occur.

345 BEEAREAER
R H CRBHIREIHNEMAR. XHEHTW.

BAND 4 Limited User
Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems in under-

standing and expression. Unable to use complex language.

44 EEENIER
BEARESENURTRBNAR, BRNFEEN LIRS, AREAENMES.

BAND 5 Modest User
Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most situations,
though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic communication

in own field.

54 BRI
ALHITRES, EHRHEA TEHERHARE, B BHRRS . ERBHIUHAT
PARZ A B AT

BAND 6 Competent User
Has generally effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex language,

particularly in familiar situations

645> HBEEREN
BV EREARERIES, REQHI—EANER, AR UHFRAMRBAR ., 7]
PAGE R MR E TR S, FARERBHI TR,
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BAND 7 Good User
Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstanding in some situations. Generally handles complex

language well and understands detail reasoning.

745 EERESIYF
B BB R B S (B L AR S HBIAKER, A8 HRIRIBMIR
A%, Bk LRRIEERERIE S MR A,

BAND 8 Very Good User
Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystematic
inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstanding may occur in unfamiliar situations.

Handles complex detailed argumentation well.

84 1H = RESIRYF
BT EBHIE HES , (VAR IS REM A RIS 485 AR RE
ROATURPT BE tHBLIR AR, RBRIF I REE I RGIBIL,

BAND 9 Expert User
Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and fluent with
complete understanding.

90 EEAEK
RS EBRZHIES, 182, #H, Y, BEELR.

Four Analytical Subscales in Evaluation
PO A B 151 F 53 A

The interviewer will mainly examine the following four aspects of the candidate's
performance in evaluating his/her English speaking skills:

FEEEEEFEUTHAHHEHARNR:

1) Fluency and coherence

W5 E TR E

Fluency refers to the way a candidate communicates in English. It doesn’t mean the
faster the candidate speaks, the better. Fluency means a steady flow of speech. Another

iR PAR, BRMIR M2 RFRAR, AT

EREE @

§



key issue is how well ideas are put together, and what kind of structures are used to
connect one idea or one sentence to another.

WHREEE A AFEERR S R XAETHFAPHEBRIGBLT R ER R
WTRREGHRERKE. AL BAENNENBRER.

2) Lexical resources
HCRED

Lexical resources refer to the vocabulary the candidate uses. The interviewer will see
if the candidate uses a wide range of or limited vocabulary in his/her speech and if he/
she uses the words in the correct way or not. The interviewer also examines the
flexibility and variety of the candidate's vocabulary, i.e. if he/she has different choices
of words to use or has to repeat the same limited number of words from time to time.

TEHNESEZEERACH B, . SHEMREE. SERBHRERR
RIHTRTCE R AT ER A R,

3) Grammatical range
wE

The interviewer will be looking to see if the candidate uses English grammar properly
in speech. Does he/she use the correct tense when talking about things in different time?
The interviewer will also examine the variety of sentence patterns the candidate uses,
1.e. if the candidate demonstrates the ability of using both simple and complex sentence
structures.

FHRE LB EMEAIFERERYE, RSO MO 5L R TR
HE R T BRI S A A,

4) Pronunciation
BE
The interviewer will see if the candidate speaks with reasonably understandable English

pronunciation and how close his/her pronunciation, intonation and rhythms are to those
of a native speaker of English.

FHREBSENETREASVE, RARE N HEN AKIES BAMTES
RBREMERRE,
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4. Sample interview

i i 5L Bl

Here is the tape script of a sample interview that you can hear from the tape. Do not try
to imitate the candidate’s answers in this interview because all her mistakes are included
in the program so that you can see what a real interview is like. The mistakes are all

printed in bald and underlined letters with the correct versions in the brackets after them.

THMEIREAAFEER TS h T RBELRBRTE AR [ & A — 24
W, NEM BT SRR BRI T A BRI ERE R RIS 5 P IR IEFE R,

Sample Interview

(Stage 1)

I: Good afternoon. My name is David. May I have your full name please?

C: My name is zhougqi.

1: What shall I call you?

C: You can call me Sandy.

I: And can you tell me where you are from?

C: I'm from Wuhan in Hubei province of China.

I: Can I see your identification please?

C: Ok Here you are.

I: That’s fine. Now, in this first part, 1'd like to ask you some questions about yourself.

Let’s talk about your hometown. What kind of place is it?

C: I was born and grow(grew) up in Wuhan, the capital of Hubei province. It is a(an)
industrial big(big industrial) city in the middle of China. The city is actually
divided into three towns by two big rivers. Have you ever gone to (been) there
before?

I: No. I haven’t. What is the most interesting part of your hometown?

C: I think it’s the climate. It’s very hot and humid in summer. The temperature sometimes
reaches 40 degrees and it is often rains(it often rains).

I: Are you a student or do you have a job?

C: I'm a college student. I study in Wuhan University.

I: And what’s your major? What do you study? .

C: My major is accounting.

1: Why did you choose to study this as your major? %8 R 6}

iR PR, BRI IR M2 RTRAE D, Ak b5 @



