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Unit 1 Fighting with the
Forces of Nature

Pre-reading Task (iRRT# &)

Part ] . Understanding the Recording

1. Sailors often have to fight against the forces of nature. Sometimes they win;
sometimes they lose. Who wins in the story that is told in the song?

Answer: The forces of nature.

2. Where did the storm take place?

Answer: On Lake Superior.

3. When did the storm occur?

Answer; November 1975.

4. Why did the crew fear the worst?

Answer; Because they all knew the dangers of November storms.

Part ][ . Understanding the Video Clip

1. New Words and Expressions in the Video Clip

sapper T &t submarine ¥#g

wardroom (M L) BT

2. A Brief Summary of D-day: The Sixth of June

American army officer Brad Parker and British commando officer John Wynter are
both in love with the same British woman-Valerie Russell. Valerie had first fallen for
Wynter and promised to wait for him as he went into action early in the war. Then with
the United States entering the war in 1941, American servicemen began to be posted to
England. Brad Parker was among them and eventually came, into contact with Valerie
who by then was working at a center for off-duty servicemen. A relationship begins to
develop between the two, but Valerie calls it off in deference to her promise to
Wynter. Eventually, she changes her mind and Valerie and Brad begin an affair that is
cut short when he is transferred to the Algiers command center. Wynter, meanwhile,
has served on several fronts and been wounded. Returning to England, he hopes to re-

establish his relationship with Valerie, only to find out about her change of
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heart. Valerie now finds herself torn between the two men, but final resolution of the
situation must wait, as both men find themselves assigned to a commando operation
that will lead off the Normandy invasion on D-Day.

3. Answers tQ Questionsﬁ in the Video Clip

1) What did the commander ask his officers and their men to do when the Germans
have thickened up the mines on the beach?

Answer: He asked them to avoid all unnecessary spreading out across the beach
and to commit themselves boldly and quickly.

2) Did he know every officer in the room? Why or why not?

Answer: No. Because he only stayed with them for a few days.

Text Study (IR3L23])
Text A: The Icy Defender

—. Cultural Tips ({4 =)
1. Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821): Napoleon was born in Ajaccio, Corsica, on

15 August 1769. In 1778, Napoleon began his education at Autun and later attended
school in Brienne, excelling in mathematics and science. The year 1789 saw the outbreak
of the French revolution, which created an atmosphere of opportunity that would not
have existed under the Bourbons, and Napoleon was to make the most of it. After a
decade of war, a grateful France made Napoleon Consul for Life and effective sovereign
of the nation. Napoleon proved to be an equally skilled statesman and remodeled the
country’ s economy and administration. His growing popularity resulted in his being
proclaimed Emperor in 1804. At the pinnacle of his career, most of Europe was an ally
or under the direct control of France. However, relations with Russia deteriorated when
the Tsar broke with the Continental System and in 1812 Napoleon invaded with a
multinational army of 600, 000 men. The battle of Borodino resulted in Napoleon’ s
occupation of Moscow, but he was unable to bring the Tsar to terms, and was soon
forced to retreat. The scorched earth’ policy employed by the Russians combined with
extreme weather caused the Grand Armée to disintegrate and the campaign ended in
disaster. The defeat in Russia prompted Prussia, Sweden, and Austria to declare war
on France. Napoleon raised another army but was decisively defeated at the great Battle
of Nations. Napoleon fought a last brilliant campaign in France to defend Paris, but in
April 1814 abdicated and went into exile on the island of Elba. While the Allies debated a
realignment of the map of Europe in Vienna, Napoleon planned his return, and in
March 1815, he landed in France and regained his throne in a bloodless coup. Rather
than await another invasion, Napoleon surprised Allied forces in Belgium. After initial

success, Napoleon fought the Duke of Wellington leading an Anglo-Allied army at
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Waterloo, and was decisively defeated on 18 June 1815. Napoleon was exiled to the
island of St. Helena situated in the South Atlantic Ocean, where he resided until his
death on 5 May 1821. His remains were removed from St. Helena in 1840 and his body
now rests at les Invalides in Paris.

2. Adolf Hitler (1889-1945). Adolf Hitler was born in Braunau am Inn, Austria,
on April 20, 1889. The young Hitler was a resentful, discontented child. Moody, lazy,
of unstable temperament, he was deeply hostile towards his strict, authoritarian father
and strongly attached to his indulgent, hard-working mother, whose death from cancer
in December 1908 was a shattering blow to the adolescent Hitler. When war broke out in
August 1914, he joined the Sixteenth Bavarian Infantry Regiment, serving as a
dispatch runner. Hitler proved an able, courageous soldier. Hitler was convinced that
fate had chosen him to rescue a humiliated nation from the shackles of the Versailles
Treaty, from Bolsheviks and Jews. On September 1 1939, German armies invaded
Poland and henceforth his main energies were devoted to the conduct of a war he had
unleashed to dominate Europe and secure Germany’s “living space” . The first phase of
World War II was dominated by German Blitzkrieg tactics. Poland was overrun in less
than one month, Denmark and Norway in two months, Holland, Belgium,
Luxemburg and France in six weeks. The crucial decision of his career, the invasion of
Soviet Russia on June 22, 1941, was rationalized by the idea that its destruction would
prevent Great Britain from continuing the war with any prospect of success. At first the
German armies carried all before them, overrunning vast territories, overwhelming the
Red Army, encircling Leningrad and reaching within striking distance of
Moscow. Within a {ew months of the invasion Hitler’s armies had extended the Third
Reich from the Atlantic to the Caucasus, from the Baltic to the Black Sea. But the
Soviet Union did not collapse as expected. His neglect of the Mediterranean theatre and
the Middle East, the failure of the Italians, the entry of the United States into the war,
and above all the stubborn determination of the Russians, pushed Hitler on to the
defensive. The Allied invasion of Normandy followed on June 6, 1944 and soon a million
Allied troops were driving the German armies eastwards, while from the opposite
direction the Soviet forces advanced relentlessly on the Reich. Allied bombing began to
have a telling effect on German industrial production and to undermine the morale of the
population. On April 30, 1945 Hitler committed suicide, shooting himself through the
mouth with a pistol. With his death nothing was left of the “Greater Germanic Reich”,
of the tyrannical power structure and ideological system which had devastated Europe
during the twelve years of his totalitarian rule.

3. Joseph Stalin (1879-1953); Stalin, a political name adopted when he was 34,
meaning Man of Steel, studied for the priesthood under his real name,
Dzhugashvili. Son of a shoe maker, he joined the Social Democratic party after being
expelled from a theological school for insubordination. After the RSDLP split in 1903,
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Stalin became a member of the Bolshevik party. After the October Revolution Stalin was
elected to the post of commissar for nationalities. Throughout the following civil war,
Stalin ascended the ranks of the government through extensive bureaucratic
manoeuvring and in 1922, received the majority vote to become the General Secretary of
the Communist party. In the same year Lenin called for his removal, explaining that
Stalin had amassed to much power, in what was to become known as Lenin’s last
testament. Following Lenin’ s death in 1924, a wave of reaction swept through the
Soviet government. Stalin introduced his theory of socialism in one country, where he
explained that Socialism could be achieved by a single country. In late 1928, Stalin
introduced methods of productively advancing the Soviet Union via forced
industrialization and collectivization. Russia advanced tremendously from the draconian
measures implemented to ensure that “socialism in one country” could survive. Russia
moved from complete devastation and destruction after World War I and the Civil War,
to become a nation that was one of the most powerful in the world achieving such goals
that 30 years previous would have been viewed as wholly impossible. From 1934 to 1939
Stalin ordered a series of executions and imprisonments, largely directed towards people
within the Soviet government. During World War II Stalin organized and lead the Soviet
Union to victory over the invading Nazi armies.

4. The Soviet Union (1917-1991): Having come to power in October 1917 by
means of a coup d’ état, Vladimir Lenin and the Bolsheviks spent the next few years
struggling to maintain their rule against widespread popular opposition. They had
overthrown the provisional democratic government and were inherently hostile to any
form of popular participation in politics. In the name of the revolutionary cause, they
employed ruthless methods to suppress real or perceived political enemies. This tradition
of tight centralization, with decision-making concentrated at the highest party levels,
reached new dimensions under Joseph Stalin. The party elite determined the goals of the
state and the means of achieving them in almost complete isolation from the
people. They believed that the interests of the individual were to be sacrificed to those of
the state, which was advancing a sacred social task. The Stalinist leadership felt
especially :threatened by the intelligentsia, whose creative efforts were thwarted
through the strictest censorship; by religious groups, who were persecuted and driven
underground; and by non-Russian nationalities, many of whom were deported en masse
to Siberia during World War Il because Stalin questioned their loyalty. Although Stalin’
s successors also persecuted writers and dissidents, they used police terror more
sparingly to coerce the population, and they sought to gain some popular support by
relaxing political controls and introducing economic incentives. Nonetheless, strict
centralization continued and eventually led to the economic decline, inefficiency, and
apathy that characterized the 1970s and 1980s, and contributed to the Chernobyl

nuclear disaster. Mikhail Gorbachev’ s program of perestroika was a reaction to this
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situation, but its success was limited by his reluctance to abolish the bastions of Soviet
power - the party, the police, and the centralized economic system - until he was forced
to do so after the attempted coup in August 1991. By that time, however, it was too
late to hold either the Communist leadership or the Soviet Union together. After

seventy-four years of existence, the Soviet system crumbled.

. Text Analysis (iR3Z45#7)

(—) NERE

R W LN ER C A FHN R I BPRIETEXEENEA.

() BEMT

B —# 4 (Para 1—Para 2): &N

P

8 8R4y (Para 3—Para 11) : SR ORI IEBA UK KEL.

B =HR5r (Para 12—Para 20) : #4581 (R 08 FRBE B A M 2k T IE .

SEIUERSY (Para 21): M4 M EFTHRAEZRARSHE.

(=) BEfEFE :

L A R—FAARSC, BRI S InT

D %W

2) =&

3) WEHT

2. KXAEHERHNGEN

D XEAE-PRFIAMIF L, EEIEHEBCHASTNBIBBERENNELR
PRI, MR 7L B %R

) EREXEPREEMVHME, LISHEH.

3) HIEWPRL, ANAHA NG, HCEFEmEE.

SO AR B B RS R R i 3

=. Language Study (iFER)
(—) A
1. defend
v. 1) to keep safe from harm; protect against attack BJj<F; B 10
2) to argue in favor of B¥¥; LR
3) to act as a lawyer for the person who has been charged Eeir g sre 4l
#i4]: 1) The fort can’t be defended against an air attack.
XNEETEBEK B 5 PRI
2) You’ll need stronger evidence to defend your claim to the inheritance.
YR B SRA S IR SE A RE R R 6038 P Bk AR AU AT B
#HAL: defend sb. / sth. from/ against sb. / sth.
YJE: 1) defender f[51; (R E#
2) defense Bi#
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3) defensive BEITERY
4) defensible BERHHIAY; YHIFAERIAY

BRI The lawyer made a great impression on the jury.
A. protesting B. guarding C. defending D. shielding
% C (CET-6, 2000.1)

2. raw

adj.

ICIE

B

B BHPRITARHERET TRIFEIR.

1) uncooked XA HFEF, £/
2) not yet processed or analyzed RZIM T H; KL
3) inexperienced LAY
4) (of weather) damp and cold R BIE T ELH
in the raw JFIRAY; KR BRIEK
1) Raw materials are the natural substances from which industrial
products are made.
JER R = Tk ™= i M R AR
2) My hands were raw with cold.
I TR A FE e T BB 9
3) Most of our soldiers were raw recruits.
RINMKEZHH T EHERER, Bk,
4) Women tend to get a raw deal when it comes to pay.
TEH B 2 RS2 B ENFA,
1) raw data
2) get a raw deal
3) touch/hit a raw nerve

4) catch/touch sb. on the raw

BRAE . We have had to raise our prices because of the increase in the cost of

materials.
A. raw B. rough C. original D. primitive
EE:. A (CET-6, 1993. 1)
B BATH =AM, R ERRRN T .

3. campaign

n.

CIGE

1) series of military operations with a particular aim, usu.in one area
AR

2) series of planned activities with a particular social, commercial or
political ‘aim ;23 CHE—#&H. L MBBIAK B Km#ET)

take part in or lead a campaign ZiNHK A F— R REF

1) The campaign succeeded and she won the election.

TEHETE BN T, MR AR

2) Jane is campaigning for equal rights for women.
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o7 R 4 2 S B AR 932 3

3) The Spanish campaign and the campaign to seize Moscow were both

failures.

PHBESF A MIRF B BB B AR B R K T

R K . With the radio ad , the owner hopes to attract new
customers so that he can expand the business.
A. attack B. campaign C. drive D. movement
EHE: B

4. aid

IR

R

W3 @R ERESES, EERERAHBE LB, X
ftbBLRED™ Rk 5 -

1) help #¥8h; #8)

2) thing or person that helps & # B A8

3) food, money, etc. sent to a country to help it (&%), £48%%) #H
help # 8

1) He came to my aid quickly after I called him.

RGEMITIRIER, RREIRERT .

2) With the aid of internet, he found the information he needed.

BB FHEEN, AT ACHEENER.
3) He bought a hearing aid for his mother.
o A A B 3ESE T —BI BT 3% .
4) The government has drafted medical aid programs for foreign
countries.
B E SRE T XHMNEF BB R
5) The local community aided us in our investigation.
st X B T RATHEE
1) in aid of
2) come/go to sb. ’s aid
3) with the aid of
4) aid sb. in/with sth.

5. assemble

U

KGR

TRE:

1) come together; collect E4; B4, W

2) fit together ( the parts of sth. ) %fg; %%

1) The bookcase can easily be assembled with a screwdriver.
XA HHEA— BRIl IRA S st Z k.

2) The books are assembled on the shelves in alphabetical order.
BEIEFRIFBAEBLLT.

assembly £££; 3R

SLRYIKRE -
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1) I the fire alarm is sounded, all residents are requested to __in

the courtyard.

A. assemble B. converge C. crowd D. accumulate
B, A (CET-6, 1997.6)
B IR KKERSN T, A KERSLHARED G TR,
2) Everybody in the hall where they were welcomed by the
secretary.
A. assembled B. accumulated  C. piled D. joined
BR. A (CET-4, 2000.1)
B BOAMEBEELTE, B3RDEA].
6. decisive
adj. 1) showing determination or firmness Bf; RETH
2) leading to a result L8 ; R EERK
3) unquestionable 4 E TLEEH) )
#4): 1 The injury to their key player could be a decisive factor in the game.
il 1 ST BA R Z A FTRER X 3 e R e R A C R K .
2) Be decisive — tell them exactly what you think should be done.
SRW e —— B U VR AT R IA I BB A
3) George W Bush has won a decisive election victory and will serve his
second term.
G- AffELWEXRENRE T RERA, BIFHMBAOE -4
E3 .
Y JE: 1) indecisive LBARAY; FEDEMAY
2) decisiveness gl
3) decisively B
7. crucial
adj. very important; decisive EXEEH; EHRN
B4 : 1) Success or failure would be crucial to his future prospects.
RIS 75 R At R SR BT R R DB TR R
2) He came to our rescue at the crucial moment.
e BE LK TR
HRGA . Improved consumer confidence is to an economic recovery.
A. crucial B. subordinate C. cumulative D. satisfactory
ER: A (CET-6, 2000.1)

B WM BENE LN TRFE NN LR,

8. occupation

n.

1) the seizure and control of a country or areas 54§
2) profession, or business Bl

3) a way of spending your time; pastime J}4;&
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ffl4]. 1) She has many occupations including gardening and winemaking.
AT LZHE, SEHEHERAE.
2) Demonstrators are continuing their occupation of the building.
TRIBE GRSE 5 A X R E .
PRBE: D occupy 58 &4 T BT
2) occupancy SHA; LHH
3) occupant JB{F#F
4) occupational FR) i
¥EHT: employment/occupation/ job/ profession/ trade
1) employment BEE KA, XMEFEHE FTIRIRMA TAE
2) occupation HI job 85 B # T/
3) profession 1§ B2 BB R EME 1YL A BT A9 B
4) trade $8 T EZ i IIGAE F 2 09H0L
9. minus
prep. 1) with the deduction of; less Jg; W
2) below zero BF
3) without or lacking; deprived of &/l
adj. 1) negative 11§
2) of a standard slightly lower than the one stated BRIk F 3471
n. 1) the mathematical symbol & ; =
2) disadvantage or drawback RF|; B
f%]: 1) Seven minus three equals four.
L =%TFN.
2) I’'m minus my car today because it’s being repaired.
SREBIRET » HAEEEBHEF,
3) We have to consider the pluses and minuses of moving our house
before making a final decision.
AT BAR PR E RS BRI 58,
10. stroke
n. 1) act or process of striking; blow &7, #T
2) any of a series of repeated movements, esp. in swimming or rowing
—ERERIEMN—K, LIH—KRAK
3) single successful or effective action or occurrence — ¥ B IHER A
1138
4) single movement of a pen or brush (4%, EEEM) —%
5) sudden attack of illness in the brain that can cause loss of the power
to move, speak clearly, etc H1[X|
6) act of passing the hand gently over a surface 24f;
v. pass the hand gently over a surface, usu. again and again (&) 24;
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11. render

s

(CE

-

£

1) Various strokes of misfortune led to his ruin.

{18 3% 1% B A E T — AR
2) The stroke left him paralyzed on one side of his body.
5 2 28 R XU 2 S AN
3) They took over the city at one stroke.
A T—2E B G TR .
4) My speech went quite well until I was put off my stroke by the
interruption.
REHBBRIF, FTRZBTRERGEERT.
5) He gave her hair an affectionate stroke.
T BRAE B A Sk & .
1) have/ suffer a stroke
2) at a/ one stroke
3) a stroke of luck/ fortune
4) a stroke of lightning
5) a stroke of genius/ inspiration
6) on the stroke of seven/ nine
7) with/ at a stroke of the pen
8) put sb. off sb. ’s stroke

1) give sth. in return or exchange, or as sth. which is due [B14}; 3%
2) cause sb. / sth. to be in a certain condition 3 A/ FE YL F b
3) give a performance of; give a portrayal of #}{f; ZE; LIL2EENR
4) express sth. in another language; translate sth. F§i%
1) Your action has rendered our contract invalid.
AT B0E BRI A R %3 .
2) The artist has rendered her gentle smile perfectly.
K IE R R AR AL .
3) It is difficult to render poetry into other languages.
BT IAR R
4) His fatness renders him unable to touch his toes.
TR BEAE B CHBIREL .
5) The government found it necessary to render help to disaster
victims.
B AN A LE MK REGER.
1) render good for evil

2) render blow for blow
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3) render into
4) render up (to)
5) render an account of oneself (one’s behavior)
12. anticipate
. 1) expect FiR}
2) see and act accordingly i W, B| i R BUE ¥
3) do sth. before someone else #5%; R HA
f%j: 1) We anticipated that the enemy would cross the river, and so we
destroyed the bridge.
AR B B A ST, B S Bar R T,
2) We anticipated our competitors by getting our book into the stores
first.
BN BRBHELE, RENFHET .
3) We are not anticipating trouble when the factory opens again.
T EHH LR, REIBOBARSE KSR
P @: 1) anticipatory HisEH
2) anticipation iyl :
AR, The doctors don’t that he willilive much longer.

A. articulate B. anticipate C: manifest D. monitor
EE: B - (CET-6, 2000. 1)

B BAMGITHIEAKT .
13. offensive
n. aggressive action, campaign or attitude; attack FF¥r; T
adj. 1) upsetting or annoying; insulting JG4LE)
2) disgusting; repulsive 4 A iz B
3) used for, or connected with, attack; aggressive IR
#%]: 1) The new general immedia_tely launched an offensive against the
enemy.
AL an i L ﬁﬁkﬁi@ﬁlﬁ
2) The company has launched a strong marketing offensive to increase
sales.

A TIE R S B I I

3) The smell of the plant is offensive.
AP SRTRXE B
#B: 1 be on the offensive
2) go on/ take the offensive
P E: 1 inoffensive 74 AitRE
2) offensiveness jFEH M
14. stretch :
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U,

IGE

H#BC:

1) make sth. longer, wider or tighter by pulling fiif; K

2) be able to become longer, wider, etc without breaking; be elastic
A

3) extend or thrust out and tighten the muscles {§1 & 844

4) spread out over an area or a period of time; extend #3%E; ZELE

5) make great demands on sb. or sb. ’s ability, strength Xj-+-+-- BHE

1) act of stretching or state of being stretched {8 J&

2) ability to be stretched; elasticity 3§

3) continuous expanse cr extent JE{#; E4E

4) straight part of a track or race course H £k HiiH

1) You are stretching my patience to the limit.
HRELERELATET .

2) The sea stretched out as far as I could see.

KA IEAR ) R, —BERR.

3) The pullover stretched after I had worn it a few times.

BRUHELBRRE TILRZEREKRT .

4) He woke up, . yawning and stretching.

ftb— AR, AT KA PR .

" 5) We can’t take on any more work — we’ re fully stretched at the

moment. :
RITFEEEZEEHNITIET, RITELWMRLHT.

6) She doesn’t have all the qualifications but I think we should stretch
a point in her favor.
HETLEW, HBIHRATET LU b HIT—BRH .

7) With a stretch of his arm, he reached the shelf.
flo et FE BB TIRANRF.

8) We haven’t had a stretch of three weeks without sunshine.
RIMNEEEZ=NBHB/ILBEKHET .

1) stretch sth. to the limit

2) stretch out

3) at a stretch

4) not by any stretch of the imagination

5) at full stretch

6) stretch one’s legs

SRS

1) The socks were too small and it was only by - them that he
managed to get them on.

A. spreading B. extending C. lengthening D. stretching



