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FOREWORD

The miniature rock landscape is a very specific feature of
the gardening art, which is created and developed in the
Southern Lower Yangtze River. The art of gardens with
miniature rock landscapes of the Southern Lower Yangtze
River has been recognized nationally as the top art of
Chinese gardening architecture. The gardening art of the
Southern Lower Yangtze River, being a type of curtilage
garden, is characterized by its architecture of rock
landscapes, zigzag paths, deep lanes, miniature cliffs and
exquisiteness. The art of miniature rock landscapes as an
important part of the garden of the Southern Lower Yangtze
River is originated from nature, but it is more attractive
then natural scene. Album of the Gardens with Miniature
Rock Landscapes of the Southern Lower Yangtze River
now is published with an aim at analyzing the aesthetic
value of the gardens of the Southern Lower Yangtze River

and summarizing its artistic attainments.

The album is divided into three parts: History, Artistic
Appreciation and Miniature Rock Landscape Architecture.
The Part of History describes the development process of
Rock Landscape Architecture from the "germination” age
to date. The Part of Artistic Appreciation tries to familiarize
our readers with outstanding successes of the art of
miniature rock landscapes in terms of art and skills, and
provides comments, based on the examples of 24 existing
famous classical gardens located in six cities including
Suzhou, Yangzhou, Huzhou, Hangzhou, Wuxi and Nanjing.
The Part of Miniature Rock Landscape Architecture makes
an emphasis on the selected key technical skills of its
construction. Shortly speaking, the Album of the Gardens
with Miniature Rock Landscapes of the Southern Lower
Yangtze River is a valuable professional monograph, and

also is an artistic collection of the miniature rock

landscapes that lets readers enjoying history of Chinese rock

landscape art, its attainments and architecture skills. It is believed
that our readers while reading the album fall into a fantastic world

of art.

During its 2000 year long period of historical development the
miniature rock landscape architecture of the Southern Lower
Yangtze River plays and will play a leading role in the field of
Chinese gardening design and construction. It looks like shining
pearls of Chinese culture inserted in the beautiful landscape of the
Southern Lower Yangtze River that radiate at the Orient. Some of
the gardens have been already put in the List of World Cultural
Heritage, including Huanxiu Villa (Mountain Villa of Secluded
Beauty) and Shizilin Grove Garden (Lion Grove Garden) of
Suzhou City. Some gardens are specified in the National List of

Important Cultural Relics for Protection.

The author of the album is a very old but selfless and hard working
scholar. He has dedicated all his experiences and knowledge
accumulated in his several decades to compiling the album. It is
widely recognized that the Chinese gardening expressed in the
gardens with miniature rock landscapes constructed in urban area
has achieved high-level attainments of the art and closely links with
modern life of people. The focal point of people and nature in 21
century is the residential environment. The Chinese residential




gardens, created by our ancestors ¢.1000 years ago, are a concinnous
residential environment. The classical gardening art being an
important component of gardening culture created and developed in
the Southern Lower Yangtze River represents not only its brilliant
history, but also the concinnous environment, and, furthermore, it is

of real value for practical use.

We are living in an epoch of globalization and fast urbanization, when
urban culture is expressed in a harmony between human and nature.
On this background how to create a comfortable and concinnous
residential environment has become a hot theme of global concern.
Gardening is an indispensable component of urban planning, design
and construction. Nowadays, gardening culture increasingly turns into
an integrated discipline that links closely livelihood of every one.
Therefore, to make deeper study on gardening is of necessity and

imminency.

A high gratitude is given to the author who has condensed ancient
thousand-year culture into Album of the Gardens with Miniature

Rock Landscapes of the Southern Lower Yangtze River, the

excellent and integrated pith and marrow of Southern China's

gardening art. The foreword written here represents my heartfelt

appreciation of his outstanding contributions.

Xu Wentao
July 2001
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HISTORY

The ‘embryo’ of the gardening art of the Southern

Lower Yangtze River is originated from the natural beauty.
The natural mountains and water are so important for the
gardening art as the skeleton for human, and nearly all the
artistic conceptions of this art are formed on this basis.

It is a conclusion therefore that Chinese gardening art is
based on the mountains and water. Since gardening art comes

from ancient history, so it is called as an art of classical garden.

In ancient time people enjoyed it very much. The first person
that constructed miniature rock landscape for decorating
residence was Wang Daozi of Xijin Dynasty (265-316 A.D.).
Since long time ago the miniature rock landscape has become
an important component of the classical gardens in China.

Talking about the origin of miniature rock landscape it is
believed that miniature rock landscape was based on earth.
Arrecord in the Lun Yu, the Analects of Confucius, reads:

“Even lack of one basket of earth may cause failure of the work

of making a 9-ren high landscape”(The ‘ren’ was a unit of

length used in ancient China. One ‘ren’ equals

about 23-24 cm.). The first emperor of Qin Dynasty
(221-210 B.C.) made a decision on construction of Efang
Palace by using 700 thousand “sinners”, and within the
Palace area the Taiye Pond was built. According to a
commonly known myth that Taiye Pond was

on heaven where a special elixir

produced that could confer eternal life.

Any one after taken it would live forever.

Later the Emperor Hanwu of the Western Han Dynasty (137
B.C.) decided to construct another Taiye Pond within

his palace Zhanggong located in the capital city of Chang’
an (now Xi’an). It was an architectural complex including
Pavilions and rock landscapes with the names of Penglai,
Fangzhang, Yinzhou, Huliang etc. It was a genuine

art of Chinese royal garden architecture that

contained both art and spirit intention.

Due to frequent wars since the period

of East Han Dynasty (25-220 AD.)




many scholars and bureaucrats had constructed their “second
nature” (residential gardens) with an aim at staying home and not
being involved in wars. This was a beginning of urban garden

development in China.

During period of Tang Dynasty (618-907A.D.) many scholars and
bureaucrats had fully used the experiences of their predecessors in
the field of art and literature, and designed and constructed
landscape-based gardens. It is called as Scholars’ Gardens. In
Song Dynasty (960-1279 A.D.) with increased scholars the garden
had a fast development, especially, the emperor Huizong (1101-
1125 A.D.) decided to construct large-scale rock landscapes
named Genyue Hill (Northeast Hill) in celebrating his birthday.
This was an important stage of recognizing importance of

miniature rock landscape and its means in garden construction.

During Ming and Qing Dynasty (1368-1911A.D.)the garden

construction had a considerable development

with improved skills. The men of wealth had their own private

gardens. In Suzhou city there were gardens with various sizes.

In particular, small size gardens and artistic opuscula appeared,
for instance one or several fancy shaped stones were placed,

and stalagmites were erected with greenery. It is worth

pointing out that shaped stones taken from Taihu Lake

and stalagmites are the inseparable part of a garden.

Since then some terms appeared like

“The gardens with miniature rock landscapes of the

Southern Lower Yangtze River”, “The garden with rock landscape
of Suzhou™ as well as appreciations like “Southern China has the
best gardens in the world and Suzhou has the best gardens of
Southern China™ It was also a new practice to construct miniature
rock landscape by using yellow stones aimed at imitation of
yardan landform, a type of wind erosion. The creators could
construct some completely new style ‘hills’ according to their rich
imagination. The cities of Suzhou and Yangzhou have such
wonderful development of residential gardens that never seen in
other cities in China in terms of both quantity and quality. They
are worth having the title of Garden City.
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