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Abstract

Land bridge is a transportation passage with transcontinental rail-
ways being the bridge body and seaports at both ends as the bridge-
heads. The term “New Eurasian Land-bridge” in this thesis means
the international railway line starting from Lianyungang, a sea port in
East China, and leading far west to Rotterdam of Holland and Antwerp
of Belgium, covering a distance of 10, 900 km. Ten years have pas-
sed since its initial operation in 1992. As a grand land transport pas-
sage of international importance, the new land bridge is still in its in-
fant years and its great potential is only partially tapped. Much of its
potential has yet to be explored. This has aroused increasing attention
by the government and the academic circles that have already acquired
some achievements in their studies and discussions. However, these
achievements lack the support of a systematic theory. While applying
the method of policy assessment and conducting a systematic assess-
ment of the results, this thesis, with the assistance of policy-study
methodology , attempts to offer an in-depth study of the measures taken
and the efforts exerted by the Chinese government in promoting and fa-
cilitating the development of this new land bridge. Finally the thesis,
with reference to the international experiences in developing land
bridges, proposes a policy framework toward the New Eurasian Land -
bridge from policy optimization perspectives. ’ :

The main contents of the thesis are as follows.

Chapter I introduces the background, the theoretical value and
the practical significance of the thesis, the rationale, the methodolo-

gy, the theoretical basis and the structure.
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Chapter II introduces the formulation and the status quo of the
New Eurasian Land-bridge, followed by a description of the Land-
bridges characteristics, predominance as well as the great significance
of its further development. By doing so, this part of the thesis pro-
vides basic information and background knowledge for policy analysis
to be followed.

Chapter III, focusing on Chinas policy objectives toward the con-
struction and the development of the New Eurasian Land-bridge, gives
details of the measures taken and the efforts exerted by the Chinese
government in promoting and facilitating the development of the Land-
bridge. In line with the radical policy assessment criteria that mainly
touch upon benefit, efficiency, promotion of productivity and policy
reactions, the thesis evaluates the results of policy implementation o-
ver the new Land-bridge. Each of the criteria has its respective assess-
ing model and method specifically tailored for the study object. When
assessing benefit achieved, different indexes and methods are applied
in analyzing the actual realization of policy objectives in the develop-
ment of land bridge, trade bridge and economic zone. Assessment of
the efficiency brought about by the policies is conducted through 1)
comparative study of the formation of capital funds; 2) study of the
development in communication, transportation, post and telecom serv-
ices, and 3) study of the benefit obtained from transportation. Assess-
ment of policy-related promotion of productivity is carried out by anal-
ysis of the contribution rate of key factors productivity growth to the
growth in industrial economy, and study of the difference and its
trend in comparative labor productivity of type industry. All these as-
sessments show that the current policies toward the new land bridge
are fruitful to some extent but problems still exist.

Chapter 1V, with the help of a policy adaptation method, makes

a comparative study of the policies and practices of land bridge devel-
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opment from an international perspective. It sums up good experiences
from positive studies of the operations of the American Land-bridge
and the Siberian Land-bridge, which in turn provides a support to the
optimization of policies for the New Eurasian Land-bridge. These ex-
periences are including: 1) establishing an unified, convenient and
efficient transport passage of international involvement; 2) enhancing
the multinational coordination in transit transportation; 3) stressing
the renovation and upgrading of railways and relevant hardware; 4)
building up an information network for the new land bridge; and 5)
consolidating the function of the bridgeheads.

Chapter V attempts to optimize policy options toward the New
Furasian Land-bridge. This is done through the following.

1. It demonstrates the external inevitability and the political incli-
nation for optimizing policies toward the New Eurasian Land-bridge af-
ter analyzing the recent demands for developing the new land bridge in
the changing domestic and international climate as well as the prob-
lems incurred thereby.

2. By drawing both positive and negative experiences from the in-
ternational practice in developing land bridge economy, it proposes
optimized policy options to make the new land bridge better adapted to
economic globalization and to better cope with the challenges incurred
by a fast growing domestic economy.

3. It sets the principles for optimizing policy objectives for the
new land bridge, which includes:

e Keeping pace with the new “Three-Stages Policy” ;

e Maintaining the same direction with the Western Development
Campaign;

e Implementing policies step by step whereas clarifying policy
objectives regarding the construction of a truasportation passage and

the building of an economic zone along the new land bridge.
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4. Based on the preceding studies, it puts forward policy options
for further opening up and development, for speeding up the building
of the transport corridor, for developing the economic zone and indus-
tries, for quickening urbanization as well as for constructing the
bridgeheads.

The thesis also offers an optimized scheme for the operation of the
New Eurasian Land-bridge and proposes a new framework thereof, fo-
cusing mainly on the mechanism of regional administration, transport
harmonization, communications and information feedback.

In brief, the thesis is the first attempt in introducing theories and
methods of policy science into the studies of the New Eurasian Land-
bridge. The thesis makes some breakthroughs in the theoretical and
positive aspects of public policy studies. The views and conclusions
drawn there from are significant in guiding governmental behavior in

the new land bridge development.
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