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The catalogue is an auxiliary reading of The Tour Exhibition of The World Cultural Treasures of
the British Museum sponsored by the Capital Museum and British Museum. This exhibition is

significant.

A Greek saying goes, knowing yourself. For human beings, the process of knowing themselves is
endless. Though the ways knowing yourself are various, the way that is taken through knowing
past is surely one of important ones because present man comes from past man, who keeps the
inseparate relations of inheritance and variation with past. Thus, there is no precondition of
knowing present without knowing past.

Knowing past needs to use different evidence, i.e. past remains. The reason why the large
development of Museums around the world has been occurred is that people knew the important
value of the remains and required a kind of institution like museum to collect, preserve, repair and

display them.

Although our museums so far have a great amount of unique collections, there is a common lack
of foreign historical and cultural relics in them. Owing to the weakness and poorness of modern
China, we lost the chance of collecting past remains all over the world in the golden age of
archaeology (19 and the early 20th centuries), which has affected our knowledge of external world

to certain extent.

With the rapid development of economy and change of society in China, the cultural needs from
public are going up increasingly, including the strong requirement of acquaintance with outer
world. Our museums should meet the needs by more foreign exchange programs. But most
exhibitions from abroad in recent 20 years concentrated on one nation or one area or one civilization
or some stages of one civilization, there were no exhibition such as bringing several nations or
civilizations together by a display. The exhibition will fill the gap, I am afraid, that is the biggest
value of it.

Relatively speaking, the British Museum has a longer history with 253 years. During its early and

middle periods when the British grew up as a global empire, the museum gathered up cultural
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objects from abroad easily, in comparison with present, which resulted in a huge system of collections
from all over the world, and made it a museum of world history, archacology, arts and ethnology.
If we take a glance at the catalogue, it is easy to find the universal feature: as far as space goes,
nearly all major civilizations appearing in the ancient and medieval ages, such as Egypt, Sudan,
Carthage, Benin and Congo in Africa; Sumer, Aldkad, Assyria, Phenicia, Palestine in west Asia;
Korea, Japan in east Asia; classical Greece and Rome, medieval Europe; New Zealand, Australia

and Pascua in Oceania etc., are comprised into the exhibition.

Moreover, the selection of the patterns of displayed items shows craftsmanship of our British
colleagues. They take more attention to the feature of diversification, including stone tools, bronzes,
ironware, golden and silver wares, ceramics, sculptures, paintings, coins etc. Though there are just
272 objects displayed, they are of rarity very much and a typical embodiment of universal collections
in the British Museum. We are able to find, from the fragments of the civilizations, the multiformity
and intercommunity of the history and culture of mankind, and huge imagination, creativity,
expressive and destructional force of human those can not be compared by other beings. Therefore,

we should pay sincere respect to both Chinese and foreign cultural heritage.

We should say many thanks for that the British Museum made choice of the Capital Museum as
a first associate of its tour exhibition in China. We also appreciate the professional and specific
attainments of our British colleagues. I agree with N. MacGregor that we hope this exhibition is

only a beginning of more cooperations in near future.

GuoXiaoling
Director

Capital Museum, China
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In 1753 the British Parliament, wanting to enable every citizen to find out about the world,
created the British Museum. It was the first national museum in any country. The aim was to
gather into one building things from the whole world, past and present, so that visitors could
compare the ways in which different societies had organised themselves and different peoples had
addressed the common problems of humanity.

London was perhaps in 1753 the only place where such an enterprise could be launched. Its
trading and shipping connections spanned the whole of the known world, and it was actively
engaged in exploring many of the parts that were then still unknown. It was thus possible to gather
the whole of mankind, through the artefacts that they had made, under one roof. Over 250 years
of steady collecting and research, the result today is a collection that more than any other allows
the whole world to loolk at what it has made-from the very first tools that our ancestors crafted in
Africa nearly two million vears ago, to contemporary art from Europe and around the world. In
Europe there is no other building that may so truly be said to house the memory of mankind. The
Museum still adds both historical and modern objects to its collections, which are visited every
year by nearly five million people in London alone. Many hundreds of thousands more see the
exhibitions that tour the world.

This exhibition attempts to give visitors in Beijing a sense of the whole collection as it might be
experienced in London. They will find objects from every continent and from all ages, will discover
the themes that are common to all peoples, and the magnificently various expressions created by
different groups and individuals. And this too is what Parliament intended in 1753: from the
beginning, this collection was to be made available for study by anybody from any country. It was
to be held, not for one nation and its citizens, but for the whole world. The British Museum has,
of course, from its foundation, had important Chinese collections, but it would have been superfluous
to bring them, when some of the great possessions of the Palace Museum are being exhibited in the
adjoining galleries. We have therefore focussed here on the rest of the world.

It is a great honour for the British Museum to be able to present this exhibition in the new Capital
Museum, and we are grateful to the Director and to the cultural authorities in Beijing for allowing
us to do so. We trust that the Chinese public will enjoy the chance to explore this selection of
world cultures. And we hope that it will mark a further step-to be followed by many more-in the
friendly collaboration between our two cities and our two countries.

Neil MacGregor
Director
The British Museum
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