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Suggestions on How to Use

Learning Chinese Characters from Ms. Zhang is a set of textbooks for an elective
course of Chinese characters for foreign students in China without any Chinese learning
experience, especially those beginners coming from the non-Chinese character-culture,
In consideration of the real situation, in which those foreign students learn Chinese
characters in China, this set of textbooks includes Reading and Writing Chinese Char-
acters and From Characters to Words, separating in a proper way the teaching of writ-
ing Chinese characters from that of reading Chinese characters,

1. With the help of pictures, Reading and Writing Chinese Characters encourages
learners to associate pictographic elements with meanings. Grouping pictophonetic char-
acters by their pictographic elements, the book lays special emphasis on wri'ting charac-
ters and analyzing the origin and structure of the characters, aiming at helping learners
establish a cognitive construct for Chinese characters.

2. Highlighting the formation of a character by combining different component
parts, From Characters to Words establishes association and analogy among Chinese
characters. The book groups pictophonetic characters by their phonetic elements and
provides various tips for memorizing characters, aiming at helping learners master a
system, by which they can change the regular pattern of Chinese characters’ formation
into a law of learning Chinese characters.

3. To help learners master Chinese characters effectively, the set of textbooks pays
attention to the relationship between the meaning of the character and that of the word
by offering some words formed by using the character being learned and providing some
example sentences for each of the words to be mastered. It is hoped that learners will
gain a better understanding of the characters and the words in context.

4. While carrying out Chinese characters teaching, the set of textbooks also intro-
duces various learning strategies, such as memorizing characters by recycling them re-
peatedly, associating new characters with the familiar ones by finding the similarity be-
tween them, and learning new characters with the help of the old ones etc. These strat-

egies will assist learners to master more Chinese characters.



In accordance with HSK Guidelines for Chinese Words and Characters iésued by the
National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language, Learning Characters from
Ms. Zhang includes 1, 885 Chinese characters altogether, among which are all the Chi-
nese characters of Class A and Class B, over 260 of Class C and Class D characters and
20 not included in the guidelines (such as “B”, “8#” and “B&”). In Reading and Writ-
ing Chinese Characters 780 Chinese characters are taught, among which about 630 are
of Class A characters, over 120 of Class B characters and a few of Class C and Class D
characters as radicals.

Reading and Writing Chinese Characters has 25 lessons and From Characters to
Words, 30. Each of the lessons takes 2 hours to teach.

Reading and Writing Chinese Characters is equipped with a workbook and From
Characters to Words with CDs.

Zhang Huifen
Beijing Language and Culture University
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LESSON

BN

%’ Rudiments of Chinese Characters

REMREZ) )

The Radicals of Chinese Characters (C)

D 55 BRI R A T B DT BT AE » A R 7 0 55 B 5 R B
AR, ENEA ﬁﬁ%?ﬂﬁi?ﬁfﬁT ﬁu

£
E{

i

Ongmally all radx%;s fweseu; hinese

A = 1 & %—9"":%@
T~ — F : # R - B B

X - 1 . #®&
A7 S A=A i 55 B L B DU I TRTAG T A BRI AR AR AL . 4n

As a result of the simplification of fhe Chmese c&%agters, the f&ms and
structures of some of the smgle~eiement ;:haracters used as rgﬁ%:als have beegx gpgat-»
~ ly modified, for example: : - L

- A i I X
£ > 4 o % R
L > 4 > 4 223
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List of New 'Characters and Words

=
A\

10. #&

to show

to express

to wish

to congratulate
rite

gift

week

Sunday

ticket

bus (train) ticket
air ticket
entrance ticket

(a passive particle), quilt
quilt

cloth lining

shirt ‘
unlined upper garment
shirt

skirt

skirt

trousers

trousers

socks

socks, stockings
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15 pen, (a measure word)
E-5 writing brush
12. % (indicating ordinal numbers)
#— first
13. % to reply
= & to answer
14. % . to wait
X% to wait for a bus/train
*—T  to wait a while
15. % ~ basket
"R - basketball
16. & ' to count, to plan,to regard as
E to plan
++ F AL - computer
7  to forget it,to let it pass
17. & chopstick
®F chopsticks
18. % to kick
B IR to play football
19. % road
+ 5% o four-ways intersection, crossroad
20. & ~ to follow
21. 38, ~ to run
) ~ long-distance running
22. 48 ~ meal
iR * breakfast
4R * lunch
BEAR ~ supper, dinner
23.4% * hall
RAE L ~ restaurant
s E 48 | café
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24. 4%
A
25. 4%
26. 48,
27. 4%
BT
28. &
2T
He g
i =
E S

VIPY 551

bdo
jido
jitiozi 1oW
can

HEmting ! e

kudican

zhdongean

iTﬂ s T
xianjin

tié

ditie
gian

ggnl = -

gang

gangbl

zhong

zhongtéu
yin

yinhén‘g
gian

giénbdo |

dude .
duanlian
cuo
blcuo

. to drink
yinlido ~ drinks
: hungry
~ to have eaten one’s fill
~ dumpling -
~ dumpling
" meal

~ dining hall

fast-food

- Chinese food
Xicn = 5 SORant

Western-style food

& oold
b - cash
~ iron

~ subway

lead

~ pencil
 steel
~ fountain pen
~ clock, bell

-o-dic'lnzhc‘)hg, it o’clock

an hour

& | silver
~ bank
~ money

purse, wallet

to temper

- physical training

- wrong

right,not bad
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The Structures and Writing of the New Characters

Z SRF3%  shi zi pang  The Radical of %

GGEGL LT LT T

“ ”%Hﬁ“g”?ﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬂéﬂ‘l#‘n‘”ﬁﬁ%%ﬂ‘]?%'ﬁ%i‘ﬂ %W%ﬁé&ﬁ?
BN, B % 7 A IR ATETH T BN

The characters w1th the plctophOnetlc radlcal # denved from the pmtograplnc
character 7R are often assocxated with wo ;
When standing on the left ofa charact T it i
part of a character ,1'; is wnﬁ:éﬁaas miey

() /j< shi  to show

2/~ bidoshi  to express

™ i 7 R®
G — A — A R R AR AR R
LR

The amlem wmtten férin of mw in the
shape of a two—stone altar for Wb?ﬁhlp"' -

Wp“?;g' ,w;;j o
T £ =] =
s i

s, TR, THEREYN.
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»
(2 ) m zht  to wish

BB zhihé to congratulate

N D% @+Q@Rxiang|\ [~ |= |7 |5

A
(3 ] %L IT rite

LY iwo  gift

112 LFE ibdi  week
ALFEX  Iibditian  Sunday
®% OL

D ';_,lﬁ:\‘ pido ticket

2 chepido bus (train) ticket
! PLEE  jipido air ticket '
[JT2Z  ménpido entrance ticket

=T

Q= v | | | (B [ (FEESk xi 2 o) QR

? K5  yizi pdng The Radical of %
“F VR KRBT, R TR WM 107 T, “ % "HOE 3505
ZEHRBA K. KRFFHEAFWHEN, G4 7, A0l EF0F i1,
HKR”.
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h )
(5 ) %ﬁ béi (a passive particle), quilt
BT beizi quilt
1?2 OF BNG): el Vad DUl b A p: 4

»
(6 %ﬂ‘ chén cloth lining
#FA&K  chényl shirt
1| 2 @% OF

Z,
(7] % / shan unlined upper garment
#14#2 chénshan  shirt

1?2 0% ©

\)
O ﬁ qdn  skirt
¥T aquinzi skirt
12 Q% @FGm| 7T 1T |F|F| &

»
o %}-i-‘:li kU trousers

#¥F klzi trousers
2| o2 omef &

)
@ ﬁ{ wa socks

#F wazi socks, stockings

1| 2 D% OF

AN

/ 4 b/
2|

53 zh( zi tou The Radical of #*

we | woe | woe | e | are | axe

TR AT ”iﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂéﬁﬁ,ﬁiﬁ?‘ﬁ‘ ”DlLﬂﬁ‘% 81 ﬁo‘ o ”ﬁkﬂ‘ﬁ%ﬁ‘]?

WENMFAEX. I ETRHER,
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The characters with the pictophonetic radical 7 derived from the p%iogmphlc
character /T (see page 81, Textbook I) are often related to bamboo It is used on

the top of a character. : et i “§i 5

Javar
(11 —:—é bi pen, (a measure word)

E£2% mdobi writing brush
@ (O

—

[\

Yivare
(12 5'5:' di (indicating ordinal numbers)
B— diyl Airst
O™ @F 7|7 |5 |F|F
iy,
o5 «
B2 huidd  to answer
9 Ok @%/ N A A

/5
D déng to wait

2% ddng ché to wait for a bus/train

N [—

to reply

K déng yixid to wait a while
@ @Fsh

/‘.A
@ /ﬂ,ﬁ: Idn  basket
%ER  16nqid  basketball
e o @1 |1| @ @m

2
3
3
B

@ % sudn to count,to plan,to regard as

fIE  ddsuan to plan

1 3 iy
2 &ML jisudnji computer
3 BT sudnle to forget it,to let it pass

@7 @8 @l T




