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ABSTRACT

“Culminating the profoundness of (the Way of) the
heaven and earth, and completely exposing the value of
life” (quoted from Zhouyi Ko Yi , Oral Instruction of
Zhouyi , written by Hu Yuan of the Song Dynasty) indica-
ted the metaphysical quality and universality of Zhouyi
(the Book of Changes ), and gave people the inspiration
that the theme and significance for I Ching (the Book of
Changes ) learning studies ought to be positioned at adap-
ting itself to the pulse of, accordance with, and under-
standing of the objective actual world. It is in the purpose
of elucidating this ontological value of I Ching learning to
remove hidden troubles of the present management world
and eliminate the dilemma western management theories
and practice has been facing since the industrialized society

emerged, that the subject of "I Ching and Modern -
. 8 L]



ABSTRACT

Management" was raised. This is also the background of
times and the original intention for me to choose this topic.

I Ching learning was constituted by people’s interpre-
tations and expounding of Zhouyr over one generation after
another. We can find that the themes and methods forI Ch-
ing learning studies were indeed difficult to go beyond the
approaches to I Ching learning the predecessors preset, i.
e. thel Ching learning schools and sects that were illustra-
ted in St Ku Quan Shu . It says inSi Ku Quan Shu Section
of Confucian Classics General Preface for the Catalogue of
Yi .

Divinatory methods recorded in Zuo Zhuan (Zuo’s
Commentaries on the Spring and Autumn Annals ) might
be traces of the antique divinatory officials’ methods. The
image — number system upheld by the Confucians of the
Han Dynasty was close to the ancient methods. (Then)
this system at first transformed into Jing Fang and Jiao Gan
‘s divination on natural calamities and unusual natural phe-
nomena, and then into Chen Tuan and Shao Yong's system
to culminate the profoundness of the universe. Thus Yi
(the Book of Changes ) began to go apart from people’s dai-
ly life. Wang Bi eliminated image— number system and in-

terpreted I Ching with Daoism. This school at first trans-
. g -
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formed into the I Ching learning of Hu Yuan and Cheng Zi
who interpreted Zhouyi with Confucian principles, and
then into the I Ching learning of Li Guang and Yang Wan
— 1li who interpreted Zhouyi with historical events. And
thus interpretations of Y7 began to dispute and refute to
each other between these two schools of six sects------
Over 200 years since the time when Si Ku Quan Shu
was compiled to nowadays, none had go beyond the two
schools and six sects, because I Ching learning was rooted
inJing (the Text), and the image— number system will
always be fundamental. Although the school interpreting /
Ching with Confucian moral attacks and refutes to the im-

age — number school, it has to grasp this "root", other-
wise, it will become water without source, or a tree with-
out root.

So it is with "I Ching and Modern Management".
But, we ought to make an attempt to overstep the differ-
ences between Jing (the Text) and Zhuan (the Commen-
taries on the Text of Zhouyi ) and combine them together.
In other words, we ought to bring them together with mod-
ern management into the research perspective and methods

of philosophical hermeneutics, in an attempt to melt the old

and mould out the new, to put the I Ching learning of
0 10 .



ABSTRACT

Management into an overall new realm.

It is undeniable that, in some extent, present I Chin-
g learning research is overstepping traditional routes
formed by scholars of the past generations and is related to
more realms, forming a multi— field, multi— angle, multi
—level comprehensive and crossed research mode. I Chin-
g learning of the sects from image—number, scientific, ar-
chaeological, oracular and humanistic perspectives have ob-
tained great and exciting achievements. But flaw still ex-
ists. By reviewing both Chinese and overseas achievements
of I Ching learning research, we find that it is much weak
in "management Ching learning", which is rich with actu-
al significance. According to incomplete statistics, there
are only about 50 published papers on management I Chin-
g learning so far, including very few monographs. Moreo-
ver, they universally lack qualities of system, logic, gloss
and originality. This also seems to be a prominent problem
existing in I Ching learning studies in recent years. As
some scholar pointed out: "One of the prominent problems
appearing inI Ching learning research in recent years is that
a part of scholars engage in their studies mostly from a per-
spective of an ordinary man of letters, but lack far—reac-

hing perspectives of experts at the history of philosophy and
. 11 o



