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Lesson One

TEXT
LOOKING BACK ON EIGHTY YEARS

In my long life I have seen many changes in our'habits and cus-
toms and conditions in general. It has occurred to me that you
might be interested if I told you of some of them.

The world I entered when at the age of eighteen I became a
medical student was a world that knew nothing of such advanced
things as planes, movies, radios or telephones. It was a very cheap
world. Prices were stable. When I entered St Thomas’s Hospital
I took a flat in Vincent Square for which I paid 18 shillings a week.
My landlady provided me with an exceHent breakfast before I went
to the hospital and ‘high tea’ when I came back at half past six,
and the two meals cost me about twelve shillings a week. For four-
pence, I lunched at St Thomas’s on bread and butter and a glass
of milk. I was able to live very comfortably, pay my fees, buy
my necessary instruments, clothe myself, and have a good deal
of fun on fourteen pounds a month. And I could always pawn
my microscope for three pounds.

T spent five years at St Thomas’s Hospital. I was an unsatis-
factory student, for my heart, as you might have guessed, was not
in it. I wanted, I had always wanted, to be a writer, and in the
evenings, after my high tea, I wrote and read. Before long, I wrote
a novel, called ‘Liza of Lambeth’, which I sent to a publisher and
was accepted. It appeared during my last year at the hospital and
had something of a success. It was of course an accident, but na-
turally I did not know that. I felt I could afford to give up
medicine and make writing my profession; so, three days after 1
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graduated from the school of medicine, I set out for Spain to write
another book. Looking back now, and knowing as I do the ter-
rible difficulties of making a living by writing, I realize I was taking
a fearful risk. It never even occurred to me.

The next ten years were very hard, and I earned an average of
£100 a year. Then I had a bit of luck. The manager of the Court
Theatre put on a -play that failed; the next play he bad arranged
to put on was not ready, and he was at his wits’ end. He read a
play of mine and, though he did not much like it, he thought it
might just run for the six weeks till the play he had in mind to
follow it with could be produced. It ran for fifteen months. Within
a short while I had four plays running in London at the same
time. Nothing of the kind had ever happened before. 1 was the
talk of the town. One of the students at.St Thomas’s Hospital
asked the eminent surgeon with whom I had worked whether he
remembered me. ‘Yes, I remember him quite well,” he said. ‘One
of our failures, I'm afraid. ‘

Words and Expressions

look back [E]8f i o]

condition [ken'difsn] n. (EI%F meal [mi:l] n. —§, —K; B &
B &dt cost [kost] ve. (fE)HER(&BL)

in general —pilh, &tk | cost [kost]

occur [o'ko:] vi. HiHRA; B4 cost

advanced [od'vainst] a. ik, fourpence ['fo:pans] n. PQ{E4-
[ 4] lunch vi. B4R (REE)

movie ['mu:vi] n. B bread [bred] n. g

price [prais] ». #t#&;H butter ['bato] n. 33, GB

stable a. ARy R glass n. BEIHR

St = Saint [seint, sshbt] n. (InZEXE  milk [milk] 7 445
W EREATIDE - comfortably ['kamfatobli] ad. #Fi%

flat n. (XI—-XHER i

laqdlady ['len leidi] n. &@% instrument [' instrumant] n. (3%,

excellent ['eksolont] a. 578y A £R
6



clothe [kloud] vt. 4------ #oER

clothed, clad [klzd}
clothed, clad
deal [di:]] n. &
a good deal of kf&; £
pound [ paund] n. ¥&
pawn [po:n] ve. 24,3k
microscope ['maikreskoup] n. B{%
%
unsatisfactory ['an,setis'feektari]
a TEEL AHED
before long A
novel ['noval] n. (£5) /MR
publisher ['pablifs] n. 58 HRRE
appear vi. Hffi, R#
medicine ['medsin] n. E%; Wik
73]
profession [pra‘fefan] n. HRAk
graduate ['gredjueit] vi. (K%)H
L2
set out BRI
make a living {§¥4
fearful ['fioful]l a. w4 LMY
risk [risk] n. BB fERE

take-a risk @
carn [a:n] vt #48, BB GR)
average ['®varidi] s. 35 FH
a. EHE
tuck flak] n. BX,%iE
manager ['menidio] n. 23, &
#BA
court n. B \HE
put on L (GREI%)
play n. 2R, BiZ
arrange [o'reindz] ve. 22k, ¥
wit [wit] 7. 35449 PLE
at one’s wits’ end RAEFTHEs
254 W
run vi. (M%) &K
have in mind 83|
produce {pro'dju:s] vt. L, IR
s
at the same time [{#}
before ad. DLRY
talk ». PEbAYIEME
eminent ['eminont] a. H LM K
ey
surgeon ['sa:dian] n. SPFHEA:

Proper Names

-St Thomas’s Hospital ['tomos &
‘tomasiz] EIELHTERE

Vincent Square ['vinsant] 3CE4%
%

Liza ['laize] #{B (& F4)

Lambeth ['lzmbs0] 2:M 8 (fo¥%
—K4)

Spain [spein] FHHEF (BkIH)

the Court Theatre FERME

Notes

1. Looking Back on Eighty Years «<)\1-4£[E]B>
A BB ABRIERNK - FREH - T8 (William Somerset Maugham)
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FOR RS RS B B T R
E4E (1874—1965) RERE £M/MEK, BfER X TIRER, —4&
SifeEE B SR, BEY 2K, E—E/NL Liza of Lambeth (<213
B #igh», 1897) BNLUMbR2EALZ B HEH, EAMESEEEENME Of
Human Bondage (< A\ ¥/ #n4i» ,1915) .55/ The Moon and Sixpehce
 (<HAFERAEL>, 1919) Cakes and Ale («FHKikS>, 1930) A1 The
Razor’s Edge (<$17J717]», 1940) %, 5h, B BA The Circle (<[FmE>,
12D =Z+HBRIE, DPERMRATEIRE.
. It has occurred to me that you might be interested if I told you
of some of them. REBEWRIBH P—EVARFEIT, HNRGFLB
s,

ARy it BEATIALJEHE that S|SRYMRFIEM, 7 that 3| G
BEE NG, 150 T Bouh#s AT KR, Hi53id8 might be &
told, X2 RHIE A —FmE,

“... occurred to somebody” fE“} AMB T "M%,

X4
An idea occurred to me. REH T —/ %,

His name did not occur to her. A BB L%,

It occurred to Jane that her husband should go to see his parents more
often. MMkt kKA LK X FHEILHR T,

- high tea FEX¥KX

FEXRE, FRE AR ZEAEMHIERE A, %bhigh tea. FEBIERR

& &b Rk, HEHXBAR LFEER, A hidh teaft s,
« ... I lunched at St. Thomas’s on bread and butter ..,
fhiy on Y7, Xin.

The sheep feed on grass. 2£[) %44,
People from the southern part of the country live on rice. XAREN
BHADKRDER,
« ... and knowing as I do the terrible difficulties of making a living
by writing, ... - HERBALEXH, BATUSHEIERRK AR
Bgyreeees

iy as I do HHF as I know, R#RHRAGIRIEM,



6. ... and I earned an average of £100 a year.

£

£ REAKGHES.

oo RFH— S~

£100 %4 ['wan 'handrad 'paundz].

7. Within a short while I had four plays running in London at the
same time. ZEfRGRYBTIRIA, RA A BIA R EA¥ESE LK.

XER 1908 £ BAEL BT EE LIK—K, b H

BAEL R running FIfEEIE, @M four plays.

X,

Now our production team has quite a few tractors working in the

fields. RAERMAEPBAAIFILEHERHELETIE,

WORD FORMATION

& R (Composition)
BAAREAT A LA R —EHR A REANT B R b4
WRo FXF %A RAFIARRL K 417,
& &AL & LA £ B (dn sunshine) , % Fl% 58 i (Julife-saving) ,
WHAITFBR(m post office),

| #1 + £ ~ oA |
(k%*A) landlady

land
boy

(t#b) + lady

(B#) + friend

chair (£Ef L) + man

sea
market
evening

black
high
mad
quick
free

() + day

(k) -+ school

(%)
(AN)
%) + bottom (J&)
(B¥F)
(E8)

BEWE + &8 >~ HAAR

(B#) <+ board
(&) + way
(R H)+ man
(By) + lunch
(Hlfy)+ market
(B4 + tak

)
(€9)
N
(=)
(W)
(i

blackboard
highway
madman
quick-lunch
free market
small talk

boyfriend
chairman
sea-bottom
market day
evening school (##)

(R
(AB)
EA)
(R

(ZBX)
(B
(€39
(€3 :9)
(&HH)

(B hW)

(R#)



GRAMMAR

iR7%=38 (The Modal Verb) (I)

KEDiE S BARL, BHARFHERRE, MRIOREEENE
AHERREGEEREE, IR &, G4 LV TH, BREME.
BN BEMGRINE, A S5 hDIAHRE—BGRINE, WED T
have to b, H AFRAMBHELL,

1. BEFRASEHTERIRKARHER

AR mEDHEBHTEER BERHEMBR

can ' cannot, can not can’t

could could not couldn’t

may may not *mayn’t

might might not mightn’t

shall shall not *shan’t

should should not shouldn’t

will will not won’t, 1l not

would would not wouldn’t, °’d not

must must not mustn’t

ought to ought not to oughtn’t to

have to do(es) not have to do(es)n’t have to
will not have to’ won’t have to

need need not needn’t

dare dare not *daren’t

*used to used not to didn’t use(d) to

use(d)n’t to

* 1 used &k [just], HEBEEHR use(dn’t i#4E [jusnt],
* 2 mayn’t ZEBREEREABARD,

* 3 shan’t ¥EATXE.
* 4 daren’t i%fE [dsont].

2. f&abiAm Ak

1) can — could

(1) can #RREH. Pitm:

10
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He can speak English without much difficulty,

e XIFR A B KRR,
We can do things which they can’t.

RMBTFHRINTATHEF,

can TR REME, Bifn.
Think what we can buy.

BERNEXAT 4,

A house in the centre of London can cost a lot of money,

EeEF SOH B FITLLERS &,

can FoRiF B MR A RERT LKA HME, TEAETEH,

BRI R Bo s, flm

He can’t be working at this hour!

XA BB S ETIER,

I really don’t think I can be of any use to you.
BAKAHBA S IRTIE E6 ALt

Can’t you stop the boy talking, please?

HE VR RE A L IR B B Yk iy

How can you be so careless!
WREATLGXAEOA R

can RARAFRAR, RBERRFATAUVRARR.
Blam:

Can I go for a swim this afternoon, mother?
B, RASRTFFHBKTG,

Can you lend me your dictionary?

— No, sorry I can’t.,

W LA REY R SR S Ry

— XA, RTREHE (R HKR),

could & can itk KIFS can Bitk, Hilin.
Perhaps you could say it this way.

BIF R LXK,

Could 1 speak to Mrs. Scott, please?

BB R AR R G

ir



2) may — might

(1) may FRWFH, B HFERET, sl
“You may give the men anything except the gift of fire,”
said Zeus.
BHUL, “BR T KFRELSh , fR VT LASR A R EE( 3040,
May 1 smoke here?
RO B R

(2) may FSRWAEHE. Bidm:
Political change may cause both economic and social
changes.
BRESD N RESIRSHF LM LIBH,
I think that you bave certain qualifications which may be
of great use.
RUARRARLTRMAAE AnKHE,

(3) may FRE,%ATHEES,
May you succeed in the coming examination!
IR AE B G A9 4 1% o B A AR T
May you have a sound sleep!
ERERXE 8N

(4 might £ may xR, § may —BTLLARBRATR
W REH: S, (HZER R RBHER , IE ML may W bk, Bk
HTTRRIE b, Bl
He thought the play might run for six weeks.
f A 5% AR Y S A B
You might be interested if I told you of some changes in
our habits and customs.
MR BRIERIIRMS SIRAOE LB EEHD, KNRTFLBS
i,
Might 1 sample these puddings?
BA LIRS XEAHT Gy

3) shall — should
(1) shall FZERERAQHRTFERM HHRL(SHES—ARK, B



