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Preface 1

From the concert of The Music of Andrew Lloyd Webber in the autumn of
2001 to the import of the first full scale musicail, Les Miserable, in its original in
2002; from Shanghai Grand Theatre’s aftempt to stage one world musical
masterpiece a year to the fact today that all major musical production com-
panies are swarming to Shanghai, trying to capture this beachhead of musi-
cal theatre in China by seeking to cooperate with Shanghai Grand Theatre:
In a short period of a few years, the climate and environment surrounding
musical theatre in Shanghai have seen fundamental changes. Musicals of
different styles have been brought to the stage. Those who are engaged in
the musical theatire have become an important and new work force in the
world of theatrical art, full of vigor and ocomph. Musical theatre has become

synonymous to the classical and trendy.

Needless to say that the growth of musical theatre, a new sub-market in
the performance art market in Chinq, is inseparable from the successful im-
port by Shanghai Grand Theatre of world musical masterpieces. In the pro-
motion of the mega musical production of The Lion King, Shanghai Grand
Theatre came up with the catch words, “The King of Lion, The Journey of
Glory”. Shanghai truly have been on a journey of musical glory. With the
successful import of and business operations related to major world musicals,
Shanghai Grand Theatre has established the three-step strategy of musical

theatre development in China, starting from the importation of the original



productions of fine musicals, to the production of Chinese language versions
of these musical classics, and finally to the creation and production of Chi-
nese musical theatre, Shanghai Grand Theatre has also been able to stand
up to the various challenges faced in the development of musical theatre in
Shanghai and in China. These include fostering understanding and accep-
tance by the audience, creating a brand name related to high quality musi-
cal presentation, developing a professional team to present the shows, es-

tablishing a business model and operational platform.

I think Musical@Shanghai is rather unique, in that not only does it try to
depict the artistic characteristics of world famous musical classics, it also looks
at these musicals from a unique perspective, i.e. imported by Shanghai and
presented in Shanghai. More over, the book gives the reader a visual sense
of how these musical classics are staged in Shanghai, therefore blended with
the charm of Shanghai. The Chairman of the world-renowned musical pro-
duction company, Cameron Mackintosh Limited, once said that there is no
better partner than the Shanghai Grand Theatre, when it comes to operating
musical theatre in China. This book looks back on the journey Shanghai Grand
Theatre has covered in its presentation of musicals and, not only that, it also

looks to the future of musical theatre in Shanghai.

Here | would like fo thank my colleagues Mr Le Shengli, Mr Qian Shijin, Ms



Preface

Zhang Ming and the team at Shanghai Grand Theatre, for their pioneering
and effective efforts in the import and presentation of world musical

masterpieces.

It is worth pointing out, that those who contributed to the book are the
ones who actually experienced or withessed the whole journey covered by
Shanghai Grand Theatre in the import and presentation of musicals in the
past few years. These include members of the team that managed and oper-
ated the show or season on the fore front of things, and also experts from the
circles of musical theatre research. Credit goes to them. It is their enthusiasm
and dedications to the musical theatre that have helped create this book,

rich in stories and pictures.

So let us set out on this journey of glory, the journey of the musical theatre
in Shanghai. | hope as you read this book, you will fall in love with the musical

theatre, a form of theatrical art that is full of charm, both classical and trendy.

Fang Shizhong

Chairman, Shanghai Grand Theatre Arts Centre
President, Shanghai Grand Theatre

2006-7-18
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" Preface 2

| first came to China in 1993 and | was amazed at the remarkably rich
source of talent amongst the students at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.
| brought my first production to China in 2002 when Les Miserables became
the first major western musical to be performed at the Shanghai Grand The-

atre and in China as a whole.

In the intervening years | have seen Shanghai Grand Theatre play a cru-
cial role in developing musical theatre in China by being the first company to
bring some of the most successful western musicals ever staged, to this country.
The pioneering work of this fine theatre has been led by the courage and
vision of Mr Le Shengli and Mr Qian ShiJin and his team who deserve the

highest praise for what they have achieved.

Under the presidency of Mr Fang Shi Zhong the future looks equally excit-
ing and | look forward to working with the Shanghai Grand Theatre and with
our other partners to bring Chinese language versions of some of the great
musicals to China in the coming years. | hope these productions will act as a
catalyst for the development of Chinese musical theatre talent across all
disciplines including the writers and composers who will one day create a

great Chinese musical of which the whole nation will be proud.
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