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Confucius was a great thinker, statesman and educator in ancient China. As the
founder of Confucian school, his thoughts have exerted a profound and far-reaching influ-
ence on the development of human civilization and become common spiritual property for
the whole world.

Ever since the Emperor Wu of Han Dynasty implemented the policy to “adopt
Confucianism as the sole official philosophy and reject all other schools”, Confucian
culture has become the mainstream of feudalism in ancient China. Confucius was revered
by more and more people in various forms. Mountains of sculptures, books, murals and
so on are created to introduce and promote Confucian culture. forms that pay equal

attention to pictures and words, telling stories about the life of Confucius andexploring
how the thoughts of Confucius came into being. Hopefully with this book, the readers can
acquire a fairly clear picture about Confucian thoughts and culture, and contemplate how
can we inherit the essence of Confucian thoughts and culture?



LRY=30 (IS e

HZME BADEG MAMXEA The portrait of Confucius the Saint
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Confucius is at the front with Yanhui behind. Portrayed by Gu kaizhi, one of the greatest portraitists in the Jin Dynasty, this
portrait of Confucius is said to be the most vivid of all the like.
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BlLE#H BWLTHS LILKXIB)0IAM J|=E ZXCH Praying at Nishan Mountain
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YYan Zhengzai, Confucius’s mother, prayed in Nigiu Mountain. Afterwards, she gave birth to Confucius. As Confucius’s
head was low in the crown but high in the part around it, just like the shape of Nigiu Mountain, hence he was called Kong Qiu
and styled Zhongni.
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BEEER FU0OEEY IJIBISAM A Unicorn with the Heavenly Book.
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Bofou@nf\d.swasbom aunicom came to his home with a heavenly book in its mouth. The book said, “Son of the God
otwmm&fne Civilian Sage After the Declining State of Zhou.” Confucius’s mother was curious about it and tied a piece
Two nights later, the unicomn left. Confucius’s mother gave birth to him after eleven months of her pregnancy.
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—EREE ZIEOEELAADHE 0|22 Two Dragons and Five Celestial Beings
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Confucius was bomn in the evening of August 27,551 A.C. In that evening, two dragons descended from heaven, circling
around to protect his house and five celestial beings descended to his courtyard.



HEEZ EAFXE,SHE FHEAM The Sage Descending from Heaven
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When Confucius was bom, Madam Yan, his mother, heard there was music floating in the air, and a voice said, “The Heaven
Senses A Child-sage Is Coming into the World. So It Plays Music to Accompany Him”. So Confucius differed from the ordinary
people even at his birth. He was distinguished by 49 marks; for instance, on his chest there were auspicious words.
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MEE HETILZERET S =52 Practicing The Rites by Displaying Utensils
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When Confucius was about five or six years old, He played music since childhood and often practiced rites !’;displaymg
utensils, which were arranged in proper etiquette.
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N2 BEHGOFERKICAS 4HS S Schooling at Yan Pingzhong'’s
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Atthe age of Seven, Confucius went to a school sponsored by Yan Pingzhong, the Prime Minster of the state of Qi.
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After Confucius came of age, once he held the official title of Weili (to be in charge of the warehouse) for Ji Sun Clan. He
was very fair in weighing and calculating.
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Confucius’sson was bom in 532 B.C. Duke Zhou of State Lu granted him a carp, in to flaunt the bestowal by the monarch;
he named his son Kong Li (Li means carp) and styled him Boyu (Yu means fish).
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A EEH RHEEICH/S FHASTE Holding The Official Title of Chengtian
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During his youth, once Confucius held the official position of being in charge of the livestock for the Ji Clan He had the
livestock propagated in number.
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FHETE MELZAENE. B2 SFAIY Leaming to Play Music from Shixiang
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Confucius learnt to play musical instrument from Master Xiang. He played the same piece of music for ten days. Then
Masker Xiang advised him to change into something else, Confucius reasoned that he had not understood the meaning behind
I.Jsohkqggml\@ards.ScholarXiangpersuadedhimtwioetoohangethemus&c,yetmiceherehsedbysayingmathehad
notgotten the aspiration and moral of it. And it tumed out later that the music has been composed by King Wen of Zhou.
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KEaA KBITiLEEM< EfEEal Inquiring After Rites
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Confucius inquired after everything at one time when he helped at the Tai Temple offering sacrifices to ancestors. Thus, query
was raised as that “Isn't it doubtful that offspring of the intellectual state of the Zhou understand rites? Confucius is a case in point
who inquired after everything at Tai Temple!” On hearing that, Confucius explained, “Itis in this way that propriety goes!”
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