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My Childhood

There was no chance of taking a walk that day. We
had gone out already for an hour in the morning, but a
cold winter rain had started. With the accompanying
wind it would be out of the question to go out again. '

I was glad, since I never liked long walks. My fingers 5
and toes got cold. I was living in Mrs. Reed’s home. She
had three children who were about my age, but I was
kept separate from them. I was told to be more sociable,

attractive, and friendly. That was
why I was kept apart from them. 1

“But what have I done to deserve

this?” I asked Mrs. Reed one day.

“Jane, it’s rude to talk to your

elders that way. Sit down and be

quiet until you can say something s
nice.”

I walked into the small breakfast room and took a
book from the bookshelf. I went to the window seat and
drew the curtains around me. I looked outside and
studied the cold November day. 20

(1 with the accompanying wind 7 &) " ¥ 4% [4 JX #& , accompanying “1f
S "
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2

accompany [o'kampeni] v. E¥  separate [ 'seporert] adj. 4 744
sociable [ 'soufsble] adj. F X Fréy  attractive [o'treektiv] adj. 31 A
apart [a'patt] adj. » a4 8, A kA

deserve [di'zav] v. &% rude [rud] adj. #& 45, £AL#Y
bookshelf [ 'bukfelf] n. 4 %

................................

be out of the question 7~ 7T 4& 4%
window seat ( WHE ey ) & &, ¥ &AL




The book I was reading was about birds. One section
that caught my attention was about seabirds. Some of
them lived alone on rocky islands and shores. I began to
think about the North Pole with its endless fields of ice,

sand of a boat sinking alone under a cold moon.

Though these were not happy thoughts, I was happy
in my own way. All I feared was an interruption, which
happened all too quickly. John Reed opened the
breakfast room door, looking for me.

10 “Where is she?” he yelled. “Lizzy! Georgy!” he called
to his sisters, “Jane is not here, she must have run out in
the rain like a bad animal.”

His sisters came into the room and said, “She must be
behind the curtains, sitting in the window.”

15 I came out right away,

rather than let him find —

me. “What do you mean?”
I asked.
“Say what do you want,
20Master Reed! I want you to .,

come here,” he said. \\;
G

--------------------------------

catch one’s attention 3| A2 ¥ Az &
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BAXEHFRUARBRENE, RYEEBEF. B
H4BRE, REBMRATHR, BITRARRBRR, 4% -
EEBFRENITRB

“thEERILE T? " U eE, “WE ! FH! " thEE
feesAmE, “HREXIL, h—TREAIEE—F, BITHE
%7,

fhetEAEHR, ¥ - FAETVEE, EFE L,

R EET ¥, BRLEULAREART . “REFHZ? "
i,

R REFHLAT, BELS) RERDXILE,"
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section [ 'sekfon] n. 3 4 seabird [si:'bad] n. % &
rocky ['roki] adj. % £ 54 shore [fo:(r)] n. &, &%
sink [smk] v. T interruption [unta'rapfen] n. ir 8

yell [jel] v. x =




He sat down in a chair and motioned me to stand in
front of him. He was only four years older than I was,
but was big for his age. He was a lot stronger than me,
since I was only ten. He had pale and sickly skin, and
'was flabby and fat.

John was not kind to his mother or sisters and was
mean to me all the time. I constantly tried to hide from
him. No one defended me, even when he abused me in
front of them.

10 While standing before the chair, I knew he would hit
me. I thought about how disgusting he was. Suddenly,
he hit me strongly. I stepped backwards, but stayed on

my feet.
motion [ 'maufon] v. 371 F # pale [perl] adj. % & &
sickly [ 'stkli] adj. # 7 #9 flabby [ 'fleebr] adj. ( L % )
mean [min] adj. %44 R 5 th
constantly [ 'konstentli] adv. defend [di'fend] v. 1% 47
2 W abuse [a'bjuz] v. £ 4%

disgusting [dis'gastip] adj. 4~A  backward [ 'beekwad ] adv. ) /5 3.
RE

................................

be mean to sb. 3 AR R 4F
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