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HAN PERIOD PICTORIAL STONE COFFINS

This book systematizes and studies for the first time the pictorial
stone coffins of Han times and the few examples of the Three Kingdoms
period discovered in the last hundred years. The study covers various as-
pects of the problem, such as the structure and typology, making tech-
niques, distribution, regionalization, dating and periodization, and ori-
gin, rise and fall of the coffins; the classification and combination, sub-
jects, and carving skills and artistic style of the representations; the relat-
ed burial custom and concept; and the status of the tomb-owners.

The author believes that Han pictorial stone coffins appeared ‘and
spread in Eastern Han times and prevailed at the late stage of this period.
They were mainly distributed in southwestem China with the Sichuan
Basin as the center. As a product of the coneept of burying the dead rich-
ly, they were used in the then well-to-do social strata, a considerable part
being for local wealthy and powerful families. Their carvings represented
chiefly fairyland and ascent to there so that their users could reach par-
adise.

Luo Erhu
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