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King: But now, my cousin Hamlet, and my son—
Hamlet { Aside] : A little more than kin, and less than
kind!
King: How is it that the clouds still hang on you?
Hamlet; Not so, my lord. I am too much i’ the sun.
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THE CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY

THE CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY

OTHELLO, a Moor, General in the Venetian army
DESDEMONA, his wife

CAssIO, his Lieutenant

1AGO, his Ancient

EMILIA, wife of lago

BIANCA. mistress of Cassio

RODERIGO, in love with Desdemona

THE DUKE OF VENICE

BRABANTIO, a Venetian Senator, Desdemona’s father
GRATIANO, his brother

L.opovico, his kinsman

MONTANO, Governor of Cyprus

Senators of Venice

Gentlemen of Cyprus

Musicians

Officers

A Clown in Othello’ s household
A Herald

A Sailor

A Messenger

Soldiers, attendants, and servants
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4 ACT1I. SCENE 1.

ACT 1

Scene . Venice. A Street.

I Enter Roderigo and lago

RODERIGO
Tush, never tell me! I take it much unkindly
That thou, lago, who hast had my purse
As if the strings were thine, shouldst know of this.

TAGO
' Sblood, but you will not hear me!

5  If ever I did dream of such a matter,

Abhor me.

RODERIGO
Thou told’ st me thou didst hold him in thy hate.

IAGO
Despise me, if I do not. Three great ones of the

city,
In personal suit to make me his Lieutenant,
10 Off-capped to him:and by the faith of man,
I know my price, 1 am worth no worse a place.
But he, as loving his own pride and purposes,
Evades them with a bombast circumstance
Horribly stuffed with epithets of war,
15 And in conclusion
Non-suits my mediators. For ‘Certes, ’ says he,
‘I have already chose my officer.’
And what was he?
Forsooth, a great arithmetician,
20 One Michael Cassio, a Florentine —

A fellow almost damned in a fair wife —
That never set a squadron in the field,

Nor the division of a battle knows



