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Q:
A

What is the geographic location of Canada?
Canada is situated in the northern half of the North
American Continent in the Western Hemisphere.

How large is Canada?

With a distance of 5514 kilometers from west to east
and 4634 from south to north, Canada has an area of
9,976,139 square kilo-meters. It is a little bit larger
than China, which has an area of 9,600,000 square kilo-
meters. Thus, in area it is the second largest country in
the world, being exceeded only by Russia, which has an
area of a little more than 17,000, 000 square kilome-
ters. In comparison, Canada is more than forty times
the size of Britain, or eighteen times that of France.

Q:
A

What are Canada’s neighboring countries?

The only country that is adjacent to Canada on land is
the United States. It is to the South of Canada. On all



other sides, Canada is surrounded by water.

: How long is the borderline' between Canada and the
United States?

: The borderline shared by the U.S. and Canada is as
long as 5,524.5 kilometers. It is called the “longest un-
defended borderline” in the world. Citizens of both
countries can cross the border without a visa.? It is said
that one Canadian old lady, Cecille Bechard, had her
house built on the border, with the kitchen on the Ca-
nadian side and the bathroom on the American side.
Every day she goes back and forth between the two
countries, taking a bath in American “waters™ but hav-
ing meals on Canadian soil.

The famous Niagara Falls is also between Canada
and the United States and there is a bridge there linking
the two countries. In the middle of the bridge there are
two flags on each side, and of course one is that of
Canada and the other is that of the U.S.

: What are the oceans that surround Canada?
: To the east of the country is the Atlantic Ocean.’ To
the west is the Pacific Ocean.® To the North is the Arc-

tic Ocean.®

: How did Canada get its name?

. It was said that Jacques Cartier (1491~1557), the first
European navigator,’ discovered what is now Canada in
1535. He went ashore® at a spot later to be known as

Quebec City.° There he asked some local Indians' what



that place was called. The Indians, thinking that he
meant their village, answered: “Kanada ,” which in the
Huron-Iroquois"” Indian Language means “a settle-
ment”. 2

On returning to Europe, Cartier announced that he
had discovered a new land named “Kanada”. Thus, in
misunderstanding, the place later became known as

“Canada”.

: According to what is mentioned above, can it be said
that Cartier is the first person who discovered Canada?
: No. Actually, Cartier can only be said to be one of the
first Europeans who discovered Canada. Of course he
was not the first person who has discovered either
North America or Canada. It is now generally believed
that the Inuit people (Eskimos)™ and (Canadian) Indi-
ans settled down in what is now Canada several thou-
sand years earlier than the Europeans. They went there
not from across the Atlantic Ocean but crossing the Be-
ring Strait' and passing through Alaska.'® At that time,
the strait might have been much narrower than the
present 82 kilometers (51 miles). Attracted by the rich
animal resources’® on the seas, they braved the wind

and waves and finally arrived at the new continent.

: Why, then, did you say that Cartier was only “one of
the first Europeans who discovered Canada”?

. Because about 1,000 years ago some Europeans called
" Norsemen'’ from Iceland® found the island of today’s
Newfoundland" and even settled down there for a brief



time.

: When was the word “Canada” first used to mean the
present country?

In 1867, when Canada achieved independence within
the British Commonwealth, the title “The Dominion®
of Canada” was granted to the country. According to
the British North American Act of 1867, the provinces
of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick formed
one dominion under the name of Canada. This historic
event can be regarded as the beginning of the official
use of the word “Canada” to mean the present country.

: What is the national anthem? of Canada?

: The title of the national anthem of Canada is “O Cana-
da”. Originally, it was written in French by Sir Adol-
phe-Basile Routier, a Quebec jurist®? and poet. Not
long after, it was set to music by the Quebec composer
Caliza Lavallee and was first performed on June 24,
1880. Several years later, the Montreal judge and poet
R. Stanley Weir wrote its English version.

: What is the official version of “O Canada”?

: The final official English version is as follows:
O Canada! Our home and native land!

True patriot® love in all thy sons command!
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,

The true North strong and free!

From far and wide, O Canada,

We stand on guard for thee.



God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

: What is the name of the national flag of Canada?

: The national flag of Canada is popularly called the
“Maple-leaf Flag”.? That’s because its most outstand-
ing feature® is the large red maple leaf in the middle
against a snow-white background. It is officially de-
scribed in government documents as “A red flag of the
proportions® two by length and one by width, contain-
ing in its centre a white square the width of the flag,
bearing a single red maple leaf”.

The Canadian National Flag

: When did the Canadians first raised their maple-leaf
national flag?

: According to a speech by Jean Cretien, the then Prime
Minister of Canada in Feb. 1996, the flag was first
raised on Feb. 15, 1965. In establishing February 15
cach year as the National Flag of Canada Day, Prime
Minister Cretien said that “at the stroke of noon on
February 15, 1965, Canada’s red and white maple leaf
flag was raised for the very first time.”



Q:

A

A

Bl -Rl AL

What is the significance of the National Flag to the Ca-
nadians?

As Prime Minster Cretien said, “Although simple in de-
sign, Canada’s flag well reflects the common values we
hold so dear: freedom, peace, respect, justice and tol-
erance. Canada’s flag is a symbol that unites Canadians
and expresses throughout the world and always our
pride in being Canadian.” Mr. Cretien went on to say
that the flag “honours Canadians of all origins who
through their courage and determination have helped to
build and are continuing to build our great country: a
dynamic country that is open to the future.”

. What is the national emblem® of Canada?

Actually, there are two national emblems of Canada.
The first one is the Canadian” beaver,® a clever and
hardworking semi-aquatic® animal. Its use as the na-
tional emblem dates back to the early seventeenth cen-
tury. Now it is officially regarded as the symbol of the
sovereignty of Canada.



The second national emblem of Canada is the Ca-
nadian maple leaf. However, its use as the national
symbol has a shorter history, dating back only to the
mid-nineteenth century. With the proclamation® of the
national flag of Canada, it was confirmed® as an offi-
cial symbol. If you have a few Canadian officials as
your friends, you may find that there is always a maple
leaf symbol on their business cards.
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