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About Author

Ding Shande, Honorary President of the Modern Music Society, Shanghai Conservatory, is an eminent
composer and pianist of the older generation. He was born in Kunshan, Jiangsu Province, on 12 November
1911, From 1928 he studied pipa at National Conservatory in Shanghai and later piano with Boris Zakharov,
a famous pianist from Russia. He distinguished himself in his studies and won scholarships for six successive
years. Upon graduation in June 1935 he gave recitals in Beijing, Tianjin and Shanghai which were a
sensational success. And he began to teach piano at conservatories in Beijing, Shanghai and Nanjing.

In 1941 he turned to composition and became a pupil of Wolfgang Fraenkel from Germany. In 1947
he went to France and studied composition with Noel Gallon, Tony Aubin, Authur Honegger ‘and Nadia
Boulanger at Paris Conservatory. Since his return in October 1949, he has been professor of composition, holding
posts of Chairman of the Composition Department and Deputy Director of Shanghai Conservatory for years.

Well-versed in both Chinese and Western music theory and practice, Ding Shande composes with Western
techniques, classical and modern, in a language characteristic of Chinese music. Among his most successful
works are symphony Long March; cantata Ode to the Huangpu River; Piano Concerto in B-flat major;
Piano Trio in C major; Variations on a Chinese Folksong Theme, children suite Merry Holiday, Second
Xinjiang Dance, toccata Happy News for the piano; and art songs High Stand the Pine Trees, My Glass
Window, My Love Brought Me a Sunflower etc., which are popular with musicians at home and abroad.

Professor Ding Shande is now Vice-Chairman of Chinese Musicians’ Association and Vice President of
Shanghai People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries. He often attends international music
conferences and sits on juries of international music competitions.
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Short Piano Works is a collection of works written with a special purpose to develop piano education
in China by Ding Shande, an eminent composer and pianist of the older generation. The Eight Children
Piano Pieces, Four Little Preludes and Fugues, Sonatina, and Sixteen Easy Studies are intimate and
lovely music, interesting for their simplicity and originality. They are perfect material for teaching and
concert performance. '
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Eight Piano Pieces for Children
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2. Playing Games
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3. Evening Song
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4. Mangluo Gong and Xiangjiaogu Drum
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5. Worries

S |

mf

R RS

mp

%be#—i

BT = e

&l
&

mf
/B

2

e
7

(B 2E(a

e
)

S &7

g

Ve

mp

'D-_/o/

mp

[




6. Here Comes the Caravan of Horses

Allegro molto J=160
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1. Morning Song
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8. Dragon Dance
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