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Grand Occasions Both in the Overseas Publicity and in the
Cultural Construction

The First “Taigang Cup” China-Laiwu International
Photographic Contest Has Come to a Successful End

Lasting 4 days from 24" June to 27" June, initiated and planned by Laiwu Daily and co-sponsored by the
Society of Shandong Photographers, the first “Taigang Cup” China- Laswu_ International Photographic Contest came
(0 a successful end.

The purpose tor which Laiwy Daily planned and organized the large-scale, high-quality international photo-
graphic contest is to publicize Laiwu by means of photographing. to promote the city image and cultural level of
Laiwu. and to intensify the popularity of Laiwu in China even in the world as well as its influence on China and the
waorld so as to quicken its development, Therefore., the theme of the contest is “focusing on Laiwu and stepping inlo
the world.™

T'he contest is taken seriously and supported highly by the CPC Laiwu Municipal Committec and Laiwu Mu-
nicipal Government, and the Publicity Department of the CPC Laiwu Municipal Comittec. Guided by the Society of
Shandong Photographers and under the careful oranization and leadership of the Organizing Committee of the Contest.
the contest has proceeded smoothly through the efforls by Laiwu Daily.

After the careful planning and preparations, on 8% June was released the news of holding The First “Taigang
Cup” China-Laiwu International Photographic Contest through the media like newspaper and the Inrernet. and were
sent the invitation letters to domestic and overseas photographers. On 24" June the contestants checked in and the

contest officially hegan. And 214 and amateur from many domestic provinces, cities

and areas as well as from some countries gathered in Laiwu. On 23" Junc , the opening eeremony was held solemnly
in Laiwu Hotcl. Wang Benqun. Vice-Secretary of the CPC Laiwu Municipal Commillee. allended the ceremony and
delivered a speech. The contest was open. The contestants were divided into two groups and they separately went to
decades of the pholographic spots including Taishan tron & Steel Group (Taishansteel). Ezhuang Coal Mine, the
urban district. the High-tech Zone, Fanggan Village. Dragon Mountain Scenic Spot. The Great Wall of Qi State, Red
Stone Park, Xihai Park and Xueye Reservoir according (o the specified photographic routes. On 26" June, it came a
medium heavy rain. But the passion of the photographers remained unchanged. Laiwu Daily specially bought rain-
gears for the photographers and changed the photographic routes, enabling the contest kept on. During the two days’
photographing. the photographers from home and abroad taok aver 20,000 pictures focusing on Laiwy with cameras
in high sprit. Over 5.000 photographic works were received according to the specilied 4 catcgories of contest themes
such as City Landscape, Mountains and Waters Scenery, Enterprise Charisma and Local Customs. After the conscien-
(ious appraisal thruugh comparison by the Judging Pancl, the awards were titled as follows: | Special Award. | First-
class Award, 2 Second-class Awards, 4 Third-class Awards and 20 Excellent Awards and 20 Chosen Awards for cach
photographic theme of the 4 catcgorics. During the appraisal of the works on 27" June, the Organizing Commiteee of
(he Contest held lectures on photographic art for the contestants. On the evening of 27 lune, the “Night of Ezhuang
Coal Mine™ Awarding Fvening Party was held in Phoenix Thealre of Laiwu Convention and Exhibition Center. The
award winning works above Third-class Awards were cxhibited to the audience in slides. Some movie stars and
singers like Man Wenjun. Tang Guogiang, Ma Ji. Liu Wei. Guo Rong and Liu Yizhen, together with the performers
Fhe performers of the evening party spared

from Qingdao Song and Dance Troupe gave high-quality performances
no efforts m their performances, and the audience had high enthusiasm. One climax after another occurred in the
party. and the party brought the contest a successful end. During the contest, Laiwu Daily performed the all-round and
3D follow-up reports on the contes. At the end of the contest, Laiwu Daily released the Special Issue for the Photo-

adding the significans finishing touch for the contest reports.

graphic Contes
“The activities of the contest werc meticulously planmied, well organized and in good order. While the sccurity

was ensured, the ion reception, works adjudication and organizition of the evening party

were going well, which was highly acclaifmed by the guests and contestants.
The conduction of so large a contest was a grand occasion for the photographic field of Shandong Province,
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cven for the national photographic field. This was the first tme for Laiwu Daily to operate the large-scale inferna-
tional contest by means of marketing. As the chiefl planner, anc of the sponsors and the undertaker of the contest.
Laiwu Daily successfully hosted the contest by actively planning. positively making preparations, intensively mobi-
lizing and well-organizing, without adding burden to the government and without any investment from the government,
which oblained huge social effectiveness and propaganda results. Being & media. Laiwu Daily hosted a regional
international photographic contest as such. which was a successtul unprecedented act and trial nationally.

The highlighting featurcs of the contest included a high standard, the farge scalc. rich results and good propa-

ganda effects. Among the specially-invited guests and contestants. many were nationatly known photographers. some
were Vice-Presidents of Chinese Photographers Society, some were famous photagraphers of state-level media such
as The People”s Daily and China Youth Daily and some were heads of domestically known pictorials. Six foreign
photographers came from the USA. France, Germany. Russia. Grecce, etc. The large number of the contestants was
also unprecedented. The invited contestants were 109 and the uninvited contestants numbered 105, More than 200
photographers from home and abroad gathered in Laiwn, which was counted as the unprecedentedly grand occasion
for Laiwu. [n a few days. groups of photographers with various cameras appeared in city streets. villages. workshops
and scenic spots. which fabricated an cye-catching and beawtiful landscape, attracting the attention of the community
and the peopie.

Abundant photographic works were received at the contest. From different perspectives and angles these works
reflected the economic development, the new achievements and changes in urban and rural construction, and the new
Ife of Laiwu people in recent years. demonstrating the natural scenery, the scenes and sights of cultural interest, and
the new image of Laiwu as a green steel ¢ity and an ecological city. At the contest were received Jots of excellent
photographic works while a large number of media reports on the contest were released and publicized widely, which
ellectively miensificd and expanded the outward influcnce and popularity of Laiwy, successfully achieving the goal
of intensively publicizing Laiwt to the outer world. The holding of the Awarding Evening Party put the contest to a
higher level while served Luwu people an unprecedentedly high-lovel “cultural dinner”, which was highly appraised
by the contestants and warmly acclaimed by the sudience, arising in a huge stirming cffect and a good social influence

Laiwn Datly fully played an important role of newspaper in devoting itself to intensifying the publicity of
Laiwu to the outer world, to energetically build and publicize the new cultural type of Laiws by means of photo-
graphing the development and changes of Laiwu. Facts proved that the practice was successful and it was win-win,
even multiple-wins. Xing Yan, a judge of the contest. former Chiet of the People's Pictorial and Editor-in-Chief,
President of China Pictorial Socicty, said. “As a media, Laiwu Daily organizes the international photographic contest
(0 publicize Laiwn by means of instantancous at. letting the whole nation got knowledge of Laiwu, letting Laiwn
step into the world, and they have chosen the optimal wanncr 10 publicize Laiwu, enabling the publicity of Laiwu in
an “Expressway”

The planning and conduction of the contest lasted only less than one month. Prior to or in the course of the
contest and at the Awarding Evening Party. under the careful planming and good organization of Zhang Zhaoging.
Sccretary of the CPC Laivwu Daily Committee and head of Laiwu Daily. the ladership group of Laiwu Daily united
as one and coordinated in an elfort. All workers worked extra hours even day and night on the coniest affairs, News-
paper placed an emphasis on the prapagation for the contest and provided an energetic coordination. The successful
provecding and ending of the contest got the unanimous recognition and high appraisal from all contestants, Hou
Heliang. President ol the Society of Shandong Photographers and Vice-Chief of the Press Office of Shandong Provin-

il Government. said: “That Laiwu Daily hosts such a large-scale international photographic contest in so short a

time 5 an unprecedented uct in Shandang Pravince even in Chine.” The suceessful conduction of the contest, both
tested the innovative capability and cohesion and fighting capacity of the CPC Laiwu Daily Committee. and tested
the overall considerations and dedication of the workers and reporters of Laiwu Daily. fully demonsteating the good

image of Latwu Daily
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Contest Time

Sponsors

Undertakers

Advisor

Honorary chiefs

Chiefs

Chiet
Vice-chief

Committee members

24 June 2005 — 27 June 2005

The Society ot Shandong Photograplers and Laiwu Daily

Laiwa Daily . The Society of Laiwt Pholographers and Shandong Times [Tuamei Cultural Propaga—
tion Co., Lid.

THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE OF THE FIRST “TAIGANG CUP” INTERNATIONAL

PHOTOGRAPHIC CONTEST WiTH THE THEME OF “FOCUSING ON LAIWL™

Shav [Tug {President of Chinese Photographers Society)

Wang Bengun (Vice—Secretary of the CPC lLaiwu \unicipal Comimilee, Secretary General of the

CPC Laiwu Municipal Committee)

Ein Dianding (standing member of the CPC Laiwu Municipal Committee, Chuef of rhe Publicity

Department of the CPC Laiwu Miunicipal Committee)

lou Ileliang (Vice Chicel of the Information Office of Shandong Provincial Government, President

ot the Sopcicty of Shandong Photographers, 1ublisher of Openjngs Magazine Agency)
Zhang Zhaouing (Head ol Laiwuo Daily. Secrctary of the CPC Laiwu Daily Commilles)
Tian Tengaian (Slanding Vice -President of the Socicly of Shandong Photographers)
Li Gaoshi (Editor in- Chiel of Laiwu Daily)

Quaz Han  {(Vice- President of the Society of Shandong Photographers)

Jing Qlang  (Vice—Presidenl of the Sociery of Shandong Photographers)

Shi Wenhiao  (Vice -President of the Sociery of Shandong Photographers)

flao Guoying  (Vice—President of 1he Suciety of Shandong PPhotographers)

Sang Lucheng  (Vice—President of the Society of Shandong Photographers)

In Quanxim (Vice—President of the Socicty of Shandong Photographcis)

Lu Dongsheng  (Vice -Secretary of the CPC Laiwo Daily Commitlec)

Li Chuanzhen  (Deputy Editor- in -Chief of Laiwu Daily)

Su Wen  (Deputy Editor—in Chicf of Laiwu Daily)

Tung Wentang  (Deputy Edior—in—Chief of Laiwu Daily)

Gao Liusheng  (Head of lhe Photographic Department of Laiwu Daily, President of the Sociely of
Laiwu Pholographers}

THE JUDGING PANEL OF THE FIRST “TAIGANG CUP” INTERNATIONAL
PHOTOGRAPUIC CONTEST WITH THE THEME OF “FOCUSING ON LAIWU”
Hou Hehang

Zhang Zhaoqumg

Xmg Yan  Wang zhongiia |le Yanguang Wang Yuwen

Che Wenlong  Zbang Yu  Liu Yingyi Tian Pengsian  Du Yucjin
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Laiwu, is a resplendent pearl at the foot of Mount Tai in the heartland of Shandong Province.

Here i recorded a long history. Here is the ancient site of Changshao Bautlc in the Warring States
Period. which lcft an everlasting streer talk as “Pressing on to finish without fetup, and the lofty Great
Wall of Qi State recorded the 2.000-year historical changes of Shandong Land.

Here i a former liberated area. The famous Laiwa Campaign is recorded in the history, and Laiwu

people wrote the history of Laiwu with their lives and blood.
Hese is the green sieel city. The largest steel maker of Shandong Provinee is located here. Lajwu
Steel Group and Taishan Tron & Steel Group have wide good reputations. The steel industry helps Laiwu

soar in its economic development.

Here is the ecological city with mountains and waters scenety. Nine-dragon Canyon. Xueye Lake,
Lotus-flower Hill and Wenhe River are beautiful scenic spots with peculiar landscapes.

Here ix the place where Qi and Lu culturcs are blended. Industry is emphasized and honesty is
cherished here. The people here are simple and honest. And the locally pure and rich customs are just
Jike the mellow wine stored and aged for a long time.

In such 4 unique place, co-sponsored by Laiwu Daily and the Saciety of Shandong Photographers,
the first “Taigang Cup” [ntemational Photographic Contest with the theme of “Focusing on Laiw: and
Siepping into the World” was held successfully on 24 June 2003 - 27* June 2005. During the two days’
photographing, 214 photographers from domestic proviness, citics and areas as well as from some coun-
tries gathered in Laiwu. which became a grand occasion for Laiwu people in their social and cultural
lives

Photographing is an art combining light and image. and it is also the means of recording the
reality. The purpose of holding this contest was not only o offer opportunities for photographess 1o
demonstrate their photographic art, but to publicize Laiwu by means of photographing. to promote the
city image, and 10 raise the popularity of Laiwu in China even in the world as well as its influcnce on
Chipa and the world.

Chinese and foreign photographers meticulously took over 20,000 pictures of Laiw in high spirit.
Over 5.000 photographic works were received according to 4 categorics of contest themes such as City
Landscape. Mountains and Waters Scenery, Enterprise Charisma and Local Customs. After the consei-
entious appraisal through comparison by the Judging Panel, the awards were titled as follows: 1 Special
Award, | First-class Award, 2 Second-class Awards, 4 Third-class Awards and 20 Excelleat Awards and
20 Chosen Awards for cach photographic theme of the 4 Categorics.

From difterent perspectives and angles these works reflected the economic development, the new
achievements and changes in urban and rural construction. and the new life of Laiwu people in recent
years, demonstrating the natural scenery. the scenes and sights of cultural jnterest, and the new image of
Laiwu as a green steel city and an ecalogical ciry. and recording the reality of its vitality and advance of
Laiwu. Mcanwhile the photographic works presented the development and innovation of the photo-
graphic art today . demonstrating the evolution and improvement of the photographers’ <kills.

The collection of awarded works of the contest is the collection of the cxcelient results at the
“Focusing on Laiwu” International Photographic Contest. and it also exhibits the works of the contestants.
It will he recorded in the history, and will form a brillint part of the cultural history of Laiwu
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