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Boats Come Back in the Wind and Rain
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Qiu Yuren (formerly Qiu Weiren) (1911~1998) was born in a literary family in Pingyang county of Zhejiang
province. In early 1930s he graduated from Traditional Chinese Painting (TCP) Department of Shanghai Xinhua
Art University. His teachers of the University are all gurus of the TCR circle, such as Zhang Shanzi, Yu Jianhua,
Zhang Yuguang, Xiong Songquan, Zhu Wenyun, Wang Taomin, etc. He has been teaching art in middle schools
and normal universities since he graduated. Additionally, he is the 3" and the 4™ representative of People’s Congress
Council of Rui’an. He is good at drawing pictures of flowers, birds and tigers in traditional Chinese style. He
attaches importance to the tradition of traditional Chinese paintings, and takes in the strongpoint of various genres
all the times. The art of composition of his works is precise; the painting of his works is freely and vividly. All his
works, which are perfect combinations of the form and the soul, suit both refined and popular tastes. He held
individual picture show in Wenzhou, Quanzhou in 1940s. In 1957, the picture of “ Red Plum Blossom and Happy
Magpie” “ Reeds and Wild Goose™ are chose to be exhibited in the province-level picture show in Hangzhou city.
His works were collected by friends from America, Taiwan, Hong Kong since the state takes open and reform
policies. His self-biography and his masterpieces have been included in some big picture albums such as Modern

Art and Writing, Painting and Calligraphy China.
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Feeling and Spirit Conveyed in Pen and Ink

—— Thoughts on reading the freehand brushwork of Qiu Yuren

and Qiu Yunlong (including preface)

The traditional Chinese painting and calligraphy is
particular about pen and ink and its function. The authors
convey their feeling and moods through the writing process.
During this process, touch, applying colors to painting and
maccrating take place between the pen and ink and the rice
paper, thus generating a kind of vigor and appeal which
embodies certain implications.

From the freehand brushwork of Mr. Qiu Yuren, we can
see that he has a profound grounding in traditional skills. After
reading his works, one will feel pretty merry and lively. The
painting is full of pen and ink, while the ink and wash is in a
way of ease and verve. Furthermore, the motion pose in the
painting is agreeable and the models are vivid. The feeling
and the verve are right hidden in the similarity and the
dissimilarity. Whatever the flowers and birds in a way of
frechand brush, or the wintersweet full of smack of spring, or
the fierce tiger full of power and prestige, or the sand in autumn
and the descending wild geese in a mild look, they all reflected
the strength of character of Mr. Qiu Yuren and his straight-
forwardness and absolute sincerity. It may be well said that
pen and ink conveys the feeling and spirit while freehand brush
founds painting.

Mr. Qiu Yunlong has been learning from his father,

maintaining the traditional skills and keeping innovation.
Therefore, his works are unique, enjoying the exclusive charm.
In traditional Chinese literature types, the traditional Chinese
painting of beautiful women, especially its model is rather
difficult, let alone achieving of the spirit, charm and taste.
However, the paintings of beautiful women in red chamber,
which are created by Mr. Qiu Yunlong, are featured by the
perfect connection between the painting and the poems. It
really deserve the say of “reasonable and virtual environment-
like”, as well as “paint from life, freehand brush and true
expression of mind”. His creative subjects are wide, that is,
not stick to one fixed pattern. The span between the creation
spaces really displays his unique charm in arts. He is not
satisfied with the existing styles and techniques. Instead, he
strives to exceed himself and to achieve mastery through a
comprehensive study of the subjects. Thus a great mind
matures slowly. “No matter how impregnable the iron-like
pass is, one still makes up his mind to start from scratch”.

Hope you can scale new heights, change with each
passing day and keep pace with time.

Zhang Gong
April 2005
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